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                                     VAID’S ICS LUCKNOW 
                                                 Daily Current Affairs  

                         (1st Feb-2019) 

NSSO Data on unemployment spike: 
Why in news?  The National Sample Survey Office’s (NSSO) 
data showing a record spike in unemployment in 2017-18, 
which was published in a news report on recently, is a validation of 
trends seen on the ground, according to labour economists, job-
seekers and workers’ representatives. The government’s failure 
to release the NSSO report was the latest sign of a complete lack 
of transparency regarding jobs data, they said. 
 
Related Terms: 
 
The labor force participation rate, LFPR: 

The Labour Force Participation Rate (LFPR), obtained by dividing 
the number of persons in the labour force by total population, is an 
important parameter in employment projections and formulation of 
employment strategies. 

NSSO defines Labour force participation rate (LFPR) as the number 
of persons/person days in labour force per thousand 
persons/person days. 

 
 About the Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy (CMIE): 
 

• CMIE, or the Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy, is a 
leading business information company. 

•  Established in 1976, it straddles the entire information food-
chain - from primary data collection through analytics and 
forecasting.  
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• It provides services to the entire spectrum of business 
information consumers that includes governments, 
academia, financial markets, business enterprises, 
professionals and the media. 

• CMIE produces economic and business databases and 
develops specialised analytical tools to deliver these to its 
customers for decision making and for research. It analyses 
the data to decipher trends in the economy. 
 

 

*************** 

U.S. set to exit nuclear treaty: 

Why in news?  The United States will stop complying with a 
landmark nuclear pact with Russia as soon as this weekend after 
last-ditch talks with Moscow to save it fell flat, a senior U.S. 
arms control official said on recently. 

 

About: 

• Washington has long accused Russia of flouting the 1987 
Intermediate-range Nuclear Forces Treaty (INF), alleging 
that a new Russian missile, the Novator 9M729, called the 
SSC-8 by NATO, violates the pact, which bans either side from 
stationing short- and intermediate-range, land-based missiles 
in Europe. 

• Russia denies that, saying that the missile’s range puts it 
outside the treaty, and has accused the U.S. of inventing a 
false pretext to exit a treaty Washington wants to leave anyway 
so as to develop new missiles. It has also rejected a U.S. 
demand to destroy the new missile. 
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About the 60-day deadline: 

• U.S. Under Secretary of State for Arms Control and 
International Security Andrea Thompson on recently held last-
ditch talks with Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Sergei 
Ryabkov in Beijing, ahead of the expiration of a 60-day 
deadline for Moscow to come back into compliance with the 
treaty. 

• Ms. Thompson and Mr. Ryabkov, who met on the sidelines of a 
P5 meeting of nuclear powers, said afterwards that the two 
countries had failed to bridge their differences. 

• The formal withdrawal process, once announced, takes six 
months. 

•  Moscow would continue working to try to reach agreement 
despite the failure of the talks, but accused Washington of 
ignoring Russian complaints about U.S. missiles and of 
adopting what he called a destructive position. 
 
 
 

************** 

Giant cavity in Antarctic glacier signals rapid decay: 
Why in news?  NASA scientists have discovered a gigantic 
cavity, almost 300 metres tall, growing at the bottom of the 
Thwaites Glacier in West Antarctica, indicating rapid decay of the 
ice sheet and acceleration in global sea levels due to climate 
change. 
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About: 

• Researchers expected to find some gaps between ice and 
bedrock at Thwaites’ bottom, where ocean water could flow 
in and melt the glacier from below, NASA said in a 
statement. 

• The size and explosive growth rate of the hole, however, 
surprised them. It is big enough to have contained 14 billion 
tonnes of ice, and most of that ice melted over the last three 
years. 

• “We have suspected for years that Thwaites was not tightly 
attached to the bedrock beneath it,” said Eric Rignot of the 
University of California, Irvine in the U.S. “Thanks to a new 
generation of satellites, we can finally see the detail,” said Mr. 
Rignot, who is also associated with NASA’s Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory (JPL). 

• The cavity was revealed by ice-penetrating radar in NASA’s 
Operation IceBridge, an airborne campaign beginning in 
2010 that studies connections between the Polar Regions 
and the global climate. 
 
 
 
 

************* 

Facts for Prelims: 

v GSAT-31 
• The two satellites are to be launched on separate Ariane 5s 

from the Guiana Space Center, Europe’s Spaceport in 
Kourou, and French Guiana from end 2018 onwards, starting 
with GSAT-31. 

• GSAT-31 will be based on an enhanced I-2K platform, to be 
stationed in geostationary orbit at a longitude of 48° East. It 
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will weigh 2,500 to 2,600 kg. at launch. Providing 
communications to India, it will replace Insat 4CR. 
 

v CubeSats: 

A CubeSat is a type of miniaturized satellite for space research that 
is made up of multiples of 10 cm × 10 cm × 10 cm (4 in × 4 in 
× 4 in) cubic units. CubeSats have a mass of no more than 1.33 
kilograms (2.9 lb) per unit. 

• often use commercial off-the-shelf (COTS) components for 
their electronics and structure.  

• CubeSats are commonly put in orbit by deplorers on 
the International Space Station, or launched as secondary 
payloads on a launch vehicle.[ 
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