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                                     VAID’S ICS LUCKNOW 
                       Daily Current Affairs –Jan- 2019 

                            (28th Jan) 

Kelkar moots setting up of ‘NITI Aayog 2.0’: 
Why in News? Former Finance Commission Chairman Vijay 
Kelkar has pitched for setting up of a ‘new NITI Aayog’ and giving 
it the responsibility for allocating capital and revenue grants to 
the States. 
 
 
About: 

• Mr. Kelkar, in a paper titled ‘Towards India’s new fiscal 
federalism,’ said it was desirable that a functionally-distinct 
entity such as the new NITI Aayog be put to use to do the job 
at hand related to the structural issues, including removal 
of regional imbalances in the economy. 

• The eminent economist, however, added that he was not 
suggesting for a moment that the new NITI Aayog should take 
the form of the erstwhile Planning Commission. 

• which was promoting regionally-balanced growth in India, 
with the NITI Aayog, a think tank, has reduced the 
government’s policy reach 

• Allowing it to handle structural issues “...would mean that the 
new NITI Aayog or NITI Aayog 2.0 will be responsible for 
allocating development or transformational capital or 
revenue grants to States,” 
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Facts for Prelims: 

v Satkosia Tiger Reserve: 
• The two elephants are being brought from the Similipal 

Tiger Reserve. This step has been undertaken for resuming 
the ambitious tiger reintroduction programme in Satkosia. 

• The tiger reintroduction programme in STR had run into rough 
weather following the death of India’s first inter-State 
translocated tiger last year. Trained elephants will help 
ground-level forest guards patrol deep in the forest where 
jeeps cannot go. 

About: 

• Satkosia Tiger Reserve is a tiger reserve located in the Angul 
district of Odisha, India covering an area of 988.30 km². 

• Satkosia Gorge Wildlife Sanctuary was created in 1976, with 
an area of 796 km². 

•  Saktosia Tiger Reserve was designated in 2007, and 
comprises the Satkosia Gorge Wildlife Sanctuary and the 
adjacent Baisipalli Wildlife Sanctuary. 

 

v The Indo-Sri Lanka Free Trade Agreement (ISFTA): 
• The Indo-Sri Lanka Free Trade Agreement (ISFTA), which was 

signed on 28th December 1998 and entered into force with 
effect from 1st March 2000, provides duty free concessions to 
a wide range of products traded between the two countries.  

• Sri Lanka’s final tariff liberalization commitment under 
ISFTA came into effect since November 2008 and with this 
completion of the commitment, the ISFTA which came into 
effect from March 2000 has been fully implemented.  

• However, Sri Lanka has already got a fully duty free access to 
the vast Indian market under the ISFTA since the end of 
March 2003. Thus, the entrepreneurs based in Sri Lanka can 
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now export more than 4000 product lines to the Indian 
market on duty free basis. 
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