
 

www.vaidicslucknow Page 1 
 

                                     VAID’S ICS LUCKNOW 
                       Daily Current Affairs –Jan- 2019 

                            (24th Jan) 

Oral mentions in SC will soon be history: 
Why in News? The CJI takes a call on the spot, whether the 
case deserves to be heard out-of-turn. This would mean pushing 
other cases off the list. The CJI has often complained about how 
cases that were orally represented by a lawyer during 
mentioning did not turn out to be as urgent. 
 
What is the issue? 

• For over an hour every day the CJI is made to read the case 
papers just to see whether a case mentioned is important 
enough to deserve an urgent hearing. 

•  This is a waste of judicial time.  
• During the past few years oral mentioning has both sparked 

controversy and witnessed reform. 
• It was the oral mentioning of the Lucknow Medical College 

scam case before Justice (now retired) J.S. Chelameswar 
that triggered the row about the CJI’s powers as ‘master of 
roster.’ 

• A writ petition was mentioned before Justice Chelameswar 
because then Chief Justice Dipak Misra was heading a 
Constitution Bench that day. Justice Chelameswar ordered a 
Bench to be formed to hear the petition. This order was 
countermanded that very afternoon by a Constitution 
Bench, which held that none but the CJI has the authority 
to allocate cases and set up Benches. 

• The convention also went through a positive transformation 
when Chief Justice (now retired) Misra realised how senior 
advocates take advantage of their standing in court to get 
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early dates during oral mentioning. Justice Misra made it a 
level playing field for all lawyers by allowing only advocates-
on-record to mention cases. 

• Justice Gogoi has repeatedly advised the Bar to be 
circumspect about orally mentioning cases, and to be careful 
that only absolutely urgent cases are brought before him. 
He reminded lawyers that the court cannot be seen to be 
wasting time when hundreds of death penalty cases are 
waiting for years to be heard. The usual sight of lawyers 
crowding the courtroom of the Chief Justice of India in the 
mornings to orally mention their cases for urgent listing may 
soon become passe. 

                                  *************** 

 

ISRO to launch military satellite: 
Why in News? Just before midnight recently, Indian Space 
Research Organisation's first mission of 2019 will put into space 
a 130-kg military imaging satellite, Microsat-R. 
 
About: 

• ISRO will launch a student satellite called ‘Kalamsat’ and an 
imaging satellite known as ‘Microsat-R’ on January 24, 
2019, marking the first launch of the ISRO in 2019. 

• The Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV-C44) will lift off 
the satellites from the spaceport Satish Dhawan Space 
Centre, Sriharikota, Andhra Pradesh. 

• This will be the 46th flight of PSLV. The 45th flight of PSLV-
C43 had successfully launched 31 satellites from 
Sriharikota in November 2018. 
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Kalamsat Satellite: 

• Kalamsat, prepared by a student, is a small satellite (10 x 
10 x 10 cm) and is meant for HAM radio services. It has 
been developed by Space Kidz India and their team including 
Rifath Sharook, Srimathy Kesan, among others. 

• The student satellite ‘Kalamsat’ will be the first to use fourth 
stage (PS4) of the launch vehicle PSLV-C44 as an orbital 
platform. 

 

 
 About PSLV-C44: 

• One of the specialties of the launch would be the configuration 
of the rocket. 
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• This is the first time the launch vehicle is built in this 
configuration known as PSLV-DL. 

• It will carry only two strap-on motors by the sides of the first 
fuel stage at the bottom. 

• After parking the satellites in the intended orbits, the fourth 
stage of the rocket will be taken to a circular orbit in space 
for carrying out certain experiments by the scientists. 

• Normally, the fourth stage is kept deserted in space after the 
injection of the satellites. This time, it will be kept ‘live’ for 
carrying out innovative studies 

 
 
 
 
************* 
 

Cabinet decides to strengthen northeast autonomous 
councils: 

Why in News? The Union Cabinet on recently approved a 
constitutional amendment to increase the financial and executive 
powers of the 10 autonomous councils in the Sixth Schedule 
areas of the northeast. 

 

About: 

• As per the Sixth Schedule, the four states viz. Assam, 
Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram contain the Tribal Areas 
which are technically different from the Scheduled Areas. 

• Though these areas fall within the executive authority of the 
state, provision has been made for the creation of the District 
Councils and regional councils for the exercise of the certain 
legislative and judicial powers. 
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• Each district is an autonomous district and Governor can 
modify / divide the boundaries of the said Tribal areas by 
notification. Currently, there are ten such Councils in the 
region as listed below 
 

Details of the proposed amendment: 

• The amendment would impact a population of about 1 crore 
tribals living in Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram. 
The Finance Commission would be mandated to recommend 
devolution of financial resources to the councils, the 
government said in an official statement.  

• Till now, the autonomous councils have depended on 
grants from Central Ministries and the State governments 
for specific projects. As per the proposed amendment, at 
least one third of the seats would be reserved for women in 
the village and municipal councils in the Sixth Schedule 
areas of Assam, Mizoram and Tripura. 

• The amendment also provides for transfer of additional 30 
subjects, including the departments of Public Works, 
Forests, Public Health Engineering, Health and Family 
Welfare, Urban Development and Food and Civil Supply to 
Karbi Anglong Autonomous Territorial Council and Dima 
Hasao Autonomous Territorial Council in Assam. 

• The proposed amendments provide for elected village 
municipal councils, ensuring democracy at the grass-roots 
level. The State Election Commissions would hold elections to 
the autonomous councils, village and municipal councils in 
the areas of Assam, Mizoram and Tripura. 

 

 

************* 
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Cabinet gives nod to set up GST Appellate Tribunal: 

Why in News? The Union Cabinet on recently approved the 
creation of a National Bench of the Goods and Services Tax 
Appellate Tribunal (GSTAT), which would serve as the forum of 
second appeals to do with the applicability of GST, and will also 
be the first common forum of dispute resolution between the 
Centre and the States.  

 

About: 

• The National Bench of the Appellate Tribunal, to be situated 
in New Delhi, will be presided over by its president. 

• It will consist of a technical member from the Centre and a 
representative of the States. 

• Chapter XVIII of the CGST Act provides for an appeal and 
review mechanism for dispute resolution under the GST 
regime. Section 109 of this chapter empowers the Centre to 
constitute, on the recommendation of the GST Council, an 
appellate tribunal for hearing appeals against the orders 
passed by the Appellate Authority. 

• The government, it is learnt, was initially planning an 
appellate tribunal in each State. However, the idea was 
discarded in favour of one at the national level following the 
experience with the various state-level advance ruling 
authorities, which often gave conflicting judgments. 

 

About the Goods and Services Tax (GST): 

• GST is a comprehensive indirect tax on manufacture, sale, 
and consumption of goods and services throughout India 

• It is a destination-based taxation system. It has been 
established by the 101st Constitutional Amendment Act. 
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• The final consumer will pay only his part of the tax and not 
the entire supply chain which was the case earlier. 

• There is a provision of GST Council to decide upon any matter 
related to GST whose chairman in the finance minister of 
India. 

• Tax slabs are decided as 0%, 5%, 12%, 18%, 28% along with 
categories of exempted and zero rated goods for different 
types of goods and services. 

• Further, a cess would be levied on certain goods such as 
luxury cars, aerated drinks, pan masala and tobacco 
products, over and above the rate of 28% for payment of 
compensation to the States. 

*************** 

 
 

 


