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                       Daily Current Affairs –Jan- 2019 

                            (23rdJan) 

Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ) Notification, 2018, 

Why in News? In late December, the government approved 
the Draft Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ) Notification, 2018, 
which had been earlier circulated by the Ministry of Environment, 
Forests and Climate Change (MoEFCC). 
 
About: 

• The CRZ consists of designated areas along the coast that are 
regulated by the government.  

• The government introduced the new CRZ 2018 notification as 
a promise of a ‘better life’ for coastal communities that would 
add value to the country’s economy.  

• Various recommendations to the draft from research think 
tanks and coastal community groups during the year were 
largely ignored and consultation appears to have been limited 
to select government bodies and departments. 
 

What is coastal zone? 

• Coastal zone is the area of interaction between land and sea. 
It is influenced by both terrestrial and marine environment. 
For regulating development activities, coastal area is divided 
into four regulatory zones. According to the previous rules, 
they were: 

• CRZ-1: these are ecologically sensitive areas these are 
essential in maintaining the ecosystem of the coast. They lie 
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between low and high tide line. Exploration of natural gas 
and extraction of salt are permitted 

• CRZ-2: these areas form up to the shoreline of the coast. 
Unauthorized structures are not allowed to construct in this 
zone. 

• CRZ-3: rural and urban localities which fall outside the 1 
and 2. Only certain activities related to agriculture even some 
public facilities are allowed in this zone 

• CRZ-4: covered coastal stretches in islands of Andaman & 
Nicobar and Lakshdweep. 

 

 

**************** 

 

 

Centre’s debt-to-GDP falls, States’ rises: 
 
 

Why in News? The Centre is moving in the right direction in 
terms of meeting the N.K. Singh Committee recommendations 
on public debt, the States are moving in the opposite direction, 
data released by the government show. 
 
 About: 

• According to the Status Paper on Government Debt for 2017-
18, the Centre’s total debt as a percentage of GDP reduced to 
46.5% in 2017-18 from 47.5% as of March 31, 2014.  
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• The total debt of the States, however, has been rising over 
this period, to 24% in 2017-18, and is estimated to be 
24.3% in 2018-19. 

• The N.K. Singh-headed FRBM (Fiscal Responsibility and 
Budget Management) Review Committee report had 
recommended the ratio to be 40% for the Centre and 20% 
for the States, respectively, by 2023. 

• State governments as a group have exhibited a tendency to 
hold large cash surpluses/investments in Cash Balance 
Investment Account on a consistent basis while at the same 
time resorting to market borrowings to finance their GFD 
(Gross Fiscal Deficit). 
 

About the Gross fiscal deficit (GFD): 

• The gross fiscal deficit (GFD) is the excess of total 
expenditure including loans net of recovery over revenue 
receipts (including external grants) and non-debt capital 
receipts. The net fiscal deficit is the gross fiscal deficit less net 
lending of the Central government.  

• Generally fiscal deficit takes place either due to revenue 
deficit or a major hike in capital expenditure. Capital 
expenditure is incurred to create long-term assets such as 
factories, buildings and other development. 
 
 
 
 

************ 
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ILO urges universal labour guarantee: 

Why in News? In a report on the ‘Future of Work’, released 
in Geneva recently to mark its centenary, the International Labour 
Organisation (ILO) warned that “without decisive action we will 
be sleepwalking into a world that widens inequality, increases 
uncertainty and reinforces exclusion, with destructive political, 
social and economic repercussions.” 

 

About: 

• Around the world, 190 million people are unemployed, while 
300 million workers live in extreme poverty, according to 
the ILO. Wage gaps are growing at a time of declining wage 
growth. 

• Two-thirds of jobs in the developing world are susceptible to 
automation, and only 15% of households in emerging 
countries have Internet access. 

• Implementing the Paris Climate Agenda could create 24 
million new jobs, but it could still be brutal to the 6 
million workers expected to lose their jobs in the transition 
to a greener economy. 

 

About the International Labour Organization: 

• The International Labour Organization (ILO) is a United 
Nations agency that sets international labour standards and 
promotes social protection and work opportunities for all. 

•  The ILO has 187 member states: 186 of the 193 UN 
member states plus the Cook Islands are members of the 
ILO. The tripartite structure is unique to the ILO where 
representatives from the government, employers and 
employees openly debate and create labour standards. 
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• The Office employs some 2,700 officials from over 150 nations 
at its headquarters in Geneva, and in around 40 field offices 
around the world.  

• In 1969, the organization received the Nobel Peace Prize 
for improving fraternity and peace among nations, pursuing 
decent work and justice for workers, and providing technical 
assistance to other developing nations. 
 

 
 
 
 
************ 

 

 

Facts for Prelims: 

v Pune-Secunderabad Shatabdi is India’s cleanest train:  
 

• The results of the first-ever ‘Total Cleanliness Survey’ of the 
Railways are now out, and the winners are North Western 
Railway (NWR), which topped the zonal rankings in the 
‘Premium’ category trains, and Southern Railway, which 
came out on top in the ‘Other than Premium’ category’ trains. 

• The cleanliness survey covered 209 trains and was conducted 
by the Indian Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation 
(IRCTC) through two professional agencies. The survey’s 
stated aim was to assess the progress of the ‘Swachh Rail-
Swachh Bharat’ mission and promote healthy competition 
among trains. 
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v Arrow-3 interceptor: 
• By August 2008 the United States and Israeli governments 

have initiated development of an upper-tier component to 
the Israeli Air Defense Command, known as Arrow 3. The 
development is based on an architecture definition study 
conducted in 2006–2007, 

• The Arrow-3 interceptor was successfully launched on 
08:00 launched and flew an exoatmospheric trajectory 
through space, for about ten minutes, according to the test 
plan. As the previous mission (September 3, 2013) today’s 
flight was conducted at Israeli test range over the 
Mediterranean Sea. 

 

 

******************* 

 
 


