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                       Daily Current Affairs –Jan- 2019 

                            (22ndJan) 

‘Plastic waste imports to India go up’ 
Why in News? In spite of a ban on the import of plastic waste 
into India, the influx of PET bottles has quadrupled from 2017 to 
2018 thanks to legal loophole, says a Delhi-based 
environmentalist organisation, Pandit Deendayal Upadhyay 
Smriti Manch (PDUSM). 
 
About: 

• “Indian firms are importing plastic scraps from China, Italy, 
Japan and Malawi for recycling and the imports of PET bottle 
scrap & flakes has increased from 12,000 tonnes in F+Y 16-
17 to 48,000 tonnes in FY 17-18 growing @ 290%.  

• India has already imported 25,000 MT in the first 3 months 
of FY 18-19.  

• Government and industry estimates suggest that India 
consumes about 13 million tonnes of plastic and recycles 
only about 4 million tonnes. 

• To incentivize domestic plastic recycling units, the government 
had banned the import of plastic waste, particularly PET 
bottles in 2015. In 2016, an amendment allowed such 
imports as long as they were carried out by agencies situated 
in Special Economic Zones. It’s this loophole that’s been 
exploited. 
 

About the Polyethylene terephthalate (PET): 

• Polyethylene terephthalate (sometimes written polyethylene 
terephthalate), commonly abbreviated PET, PETE, or the 
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obsolete PETP or PET-P, is the most common thermoplastic 
polymer resin of the polyester family and is used in fibres 
for clothing, containers for liquids and foods, thermoforming 
for manufacturing, and in combination with glass fibre for 
engineering resins. 

• It may also be referred to by the brand names Terylene in 
the UK, Lavsan in Russia and the former Soviet Union, and 
Dacron in the US. 

 

 

           ************** 

 

‘Bihar outgrew others in FY18 GDP’  
Why in News? Bihar and Andhra Pradesh led the pack 
among States in terms of GDP growth in financial year 2017-18, 
clocking 11.3% and 11.2% growth, respectively, compared with the 
national GDP growth of 6.7% for the year, according to a report 
by Crisil. 

 
 About: 

• 12 of the 17 general category States grew faster than the 
national growth rate. The growth was not equitable, with the 
gap between the per capita incomes in low-income and high-
income States widening over the last five years. 

• In fiscal 2018, Bihar, Andhra Pradesh, and Gujarat were 
top-rankers in terms of GSDP growth among the 17 non-
special States considered in our analysis. Jharkhand, 
Kerala, and Punjab were at the bottom. 
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• The analysis found that between the financial years 2012-13 
and 2016-17, Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh and Karnataka were 
the fastest growing states, on average. 

• While all three managed to maintain their GSDP growth higher 
than the all-India GDP growth in 2018, only Gujarat remained 
in the top three. Madhya Pradesh and Karnataka both saw 
their rankings slip to 9 and 4, respectively. 

• The States at the bottom, similarly, saw a reversal of fortunes. 
West Bengal, Jharkhand and Bihar had ranked at the 
bottom in the past five years. In financial year 2017-18, 
however, Bihar rose to the top spot and West Bengal rose to 
the sixth rank, with a growth of 9.1%, significantly stronger 
than the national GDP growth rate. Jharkhand, however, 
remained at the bottom. 

• In Gujarat and Karnataka, manufacturing was the main 
driver, while in Madhya Pradesh, agriculture and allied 
activities drove growth on average. 
Among the laggards, West Bengal was dragged down by 
mining, Jharkhand by electricity and other utilities. On the 
fiscal front most veered off the Fiscal Responsibility and 
Budget Management Act (FRBM) line of maintaining their 
fiscal deficits at 3% of their respective state GDPs. 

• Rajasthan, Jharkhand and Uttar Pradesh topped the tally in 
proportion of capex in state spending in the past three 
years. But most states are not spending as they ought to, in 
areas such as health, irrigation, and education. 

• The combined fiscal deficit of States crossed the 3% of GSDP 
threshold, in both fiscals 2016 and 2017. This improved in 
fiscal 2018 to 3.1%, but this was still higher than the FRBM 
limit, and also the 2.7% of GSDP budgeted for the year. 
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******************* 
 

19 amphibian species are critically endangered: ZSI list  

Why in News? An updated list of Indian amphibians was 
released on the Zoological Survey of India (ZSI) website last week, 
with 19 species being treated as critically endangered and 33 
species as endangered. 

 

About: 

• In 2009, the total number of species listed was 284. In 2010 
it was 311, in 2011 it was 314, in 2012 and 2013 it was 342, 
in 2015 it was 384 and in 2017 it was 405 species.” 

• The list also notes if the species are in danger, according to 
the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN). 

• Among the amphibians listed, 19 species are treated as 
critically endangered and 33 species as endangered, noting 
that the list describes 19% of amphibians as data deficient 
species and 39% as not assessed by the IUCN. 

• “It is high time that we assess the IUCN status for the Indian 
‘not assessed’ amphibians (169 species) based on species-
specific field exploration,” said the conservationist, who 
conducts studies along the Mahadayi of the Western Ghats. 
 
 

 
About the Zoological Survey of India (ZSI): 
  
It is a subordinate organization of the Ministry of Environment and 
Forests was established in 1916 as a national centre for faunistic 
survey and exploration of the resources leading to the advancement 



 

www.vaidicslucknow Page 5 
 

of knowledge on the exceptionally rich faunal diversity of the 
country.  

• ZSI has its headquarters at Kolkata and 16 regional stations 
located in different geographic locations of the country. The 
following are the activities being carried out by the ZSI: 

  
Functions: 
  

• Study of the fauna of states 
• Fauna of conservation areas 
• Fauna of important ecosystems 
• Status survey of endangered species 

 
 

About the Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN): 

• IUCN was established in 1948. It was previously called 
the International Union for the Protection of Nature’ (1948–
1956) and the World Conservation Union (1990–2008). 

• IUCN runs field projects for habitat and species conservation 
around the world. 

• It produces the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species and the 
IUCN Red List of Ecosystems which in a similar way measures 
risks to ecosystems. 

Headquarters: Gland, Switzerland 
 

 
 
 
 
************** 
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Facts for Prelims: 

v Climate ‘time bomb’ for groundwater is ticking: 
• Future generations face an environmental "time bomb" as the 

world's groundwater systems take decades to respond to the 
present day impact of climate change, scientists warned on  
recently. 

About: 

• Groundwater is the largest useable source of freshwater on 
the planet and more than two billion people rely on it to 
drink or irrigate crops. 

• It is slowly replenished through rainfall — a process known 
as recharge — and discharges into lakes, rivers or oceans 
to maintain an overall balance between water in and water 
out. 

• Groundwater reserves are already under pressure as the 
global population explodes and crop production rises in 
lockstep. 

• But the extreme weather events such as drought and record 
rainfall — both made worse by our heating planet — could 
have another long-lasting impact on how quickly reserves 
replenish. 

 

v The Lemming Syndrome 
• The Lemming Syndrome refers to a phenomenon wherein 

crowds of people, imitate actions of each other just because 
they see majority of their peers doing it. 

 

 

**************** 


