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Chilika Lake possesses 20% of India’s seagrass: 
Why in News? Chilika Lake is claimed to have 20% of India’s 
seagrass distribution, which plays a vital role in oxygen 
production and absorption of carbon dioxide and acts as a 
purifier in aquatic ecology. 
 
About  

• According to the Chilika Development Authority, the apex 
body for the Lake’s management, seagrass species such as 
Holodule uninervis, Holodule pinifolia, Halophila ovalis, 
Halophila ovata and Halophila beccarii were recorded during 
annual monitoring of the Chilika Lake held recently. 

• “Seagrass plays a vital role in oxygen production and 
absorption of carbon dioxide. It acts as a purifier in aquatic 
ecology. The seagrass area increases only when the water is 
clean. Seagrass will rejuvenate fishing ground by providing 
nursery habitat to important fish species,”. 

• Another heartening outcome of the annual monitoring was 
reappearance of sponges. “Due to disturbance in habitat, the 
sponges were not observed in the lake after 1985. But after 
the recent eviction of large area of prawn gherry in the 
southern sector of the lake, the sponges are observed 
abundantly in Patanasi and Kumarpur area,” 

• Some of the indicators that emerged during the monitoring 
established the lake’s resilient ecosystem. The annual survey 
of endangered Irrawaddy dolphins conducted on Thursday 
finds population of aquatic mammals in the range of 130-
150. 
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About the Chilika Lake: 

• Chilika Lake is a brackish water lagoon, spread over the 
Puri, Khurda and Ganjam districts of Odisha state on the 
east coast of India, at the mouth of the Daya River, flowing 
into the Bay of Bengal, covering an area of over 1,100 
km2. It is the largest coastal lagoon in India and the second 
largest coastal lagoon in the world , dubious – discuss after 
The New Caledonian barrier reef in New Caledonia. 

• It is the largest wintering ground for migratory birds on the 
Indian sub-continent. The lake is home to a number of 
threatened species of plants and animals. 

• The lake is an ecosystem with large fishery resources. It 
sustains more than 150,000 fisher–folk living in 132 
villages on the shore and islands. 

• In 1981, Chilika Lake was designated the first Indian 
wetland of international importance under the Ramsar 
Convention. 

 

 

 

************ 

 

India ranks third in research papers on artificial 
intelligence:  

Why in News? India ranks third in the world in terms of high 
quality research publications in artificial intelligence (AI) but is at 
a significant distance from world leader China, according to an 
analysis by research agency Itihaasa, which was founded by Kris 
Gopalakrishnan, former CEO and co-founder of Infosys.  
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About  

• The agency computed the number of ‘citable documents’— 
the number of research publications in peer-reviewed journals 
— in the field of AI between 2013-2017 as listed out by 
Scimago, a compendium that tracks trends in scientific 
research publications. 

• India, while third in the world with 12,135 documents, 
trailed behind China with 37, 918 documents and the 
United States with 32,421 documents. 

• However, when parsed by another metric ‘citations’— or the 
number of times an article is referenced — India ranked 
only fifth and trailed the United Kingdom, Canada, the U.S. 
and China.  
 
 

Artificial Intelligence (AI): 

• Intelligence is the ability to take variables from our senses 
and to process certain decisions using the brain. 
Artificial intelligence helps a machine in doing the same. 
Such a system has a receptor, sensors (to pick data from 
environment), a memory (that tells what to do depending 
on what signal it gets), and then it takes a decision that 
will communicate to another device. 

• The term Artificial Intelligence was first coined by 
American scientist John McCarthy in 1955. This can be 
termed as the fourth Industrial Revolution.  

• The partnership between think tank in India NITI Aayog 
(National Institute for Transforming India) with Google 
to develop India’s artificial intelligence ecosystem will help 
to improve healthcare, education, agriculture, 
transportation, develop innovative governance systems and 
improve overall economic productivity. 
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                                       *********** 

 

Article 371A:  

About: 371A. Special provision with respect to the State of 
Nagaland 

(1) Notwithstanding anything in this Constitution, 

(a) No Act of Parliament in respect of 

(i) Religious or social practices of the Nagas, 

(ii) Naga customary law and procedure, 

(iii) Administration of civil and criminal justice involving decisions 
according to Naga customary law, 

(iv) Ownership and transfer of land and its resources, shall apply to 
the State of Nagaland unless the Legislative Assembly of 
Nagaland by a resolution so decides; 

(b) the Governor of Nagaland shall have special responsibility with 
respect to law and order in the State of Nagaland for so long as in 
his opinion internal disturbances occurring in the Naga Hills 
Tuensang Area immediately before the formation of that State 
continue therein or in any part thereof and in the discharge of his 
functions in relation thereto the Governor shall, after consulting 
the Council of Ministers, exercise his individual judgment as to the 
action to be taken:  

• Provided that if any question arises whether any matter is 
or is not a matter as respects which the Governor is under 
this sub clause required to act in the exercise of his individual 
judgment, the decision of the Governor in his discretion 
shall be final, and the validity of anything done by the 
Governor shall not be called in question on the ground that he 
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ought or ought not to have acted in the exercise of his 
individual judgment:  

• Provided further that if the President on receipt of a 
report from the Governor or otherwise is satisfied that it is 
no longer necessary for the Governor to have special 
responsibility with respect to law and order in the State of 
Nagaland, he may by order direct that the Governor shall 
cease to have such responsibility with effect from such date as 
may be specified in the order; 

 

 

************ 

Asset and Liability Management (ALM): 

What is ALM?  

It is the administration of policies and procedures that address financial 
risks associated with changing interest rates, foreign exchange rates and 
other factors that can affect a company’s liquidity.  

• It seeks to limit risk to acceptable levels by monitoring and 
anticipating possible pricing differences between a company’s 
assets and liabilities. 

 

• It is not just about offering solutions to mitigate or hedge 
the risks arising from the interaction of assets and 
liabilities but is focused on a long-term perspective:  
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objectives:  

• The exact roles and perimeter around ALM can vary 
significantly from one bank (or other financial 
institutions) to another depending on the business model 
adopted and can encompass a broad area of risks. 

• The traditional ALM programs focus on interest rate risk 
and liquidity risk because they represent the most 
prominent risks affecting the organization balance-sheet 
(as they require coordination between assets and liabilities). 

• But ALM also now seeks to broaden assignments such as 
foreign exchange risk and capital management. According 
to the Balance sheet management benchmark survey 
conducted in 2009 by the audit and consulting company 
PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC), 51% of the 43 leading 
financial institutions participants look at capital management 
in their ALM unit. 
 
 

 
 
************* 
 

Facts for Prelims: 

v Bru Refugees: 
• Reang are one of the 21 scheduled tribes of the Indian state 

of Tripura. The Bru can be found all over the Tripura state in 
India. However, they may also be found in Mizoram, Assam, 
Manipur and They speak the Reang dialect of Bru language 
which is of Tibeto-Burmese origin and is locally referred to 
as Kau Bru. 

• As many as 32,876 people of the Reang tribe (known in 
Mizoram as Brus) are set to be repatriated to Mizoram after a 
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tripartite agreement was signed between the Centre, Tripura 
and Mizoram.  
 

v Epsilon-4 rocket 
• Kagoshima Japan, Jan 18 (ANI): Japan recently successfully 

launched the Epsilon-4 rocket carrying seven satellites from 
the Uchinoura Space Center in Kagoshima. 

• In a first for the Epsilon series, which was developed in a 
bid to put small satellites into orbit at a low cost, multiple 
satellites were transported. 

• In fact, the largest satellite has been successfully placed in 
orbit shortly after take-off at an altitude of 514 kilometres. 
 
 
 

*************** 
 
 


