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                                     VAID’S ICS LUCKNOW 
                       Daily Current Affairs –Jan- 2019 

                            (18thJan) 

 
                                              Right to Disconnect Bill 2018: 
 
Why in News? To help employees strike a better work-life 
balance and reduce stress, NCP MP Supriya Sule has 
introduced the Right to Disconnect Bill 2018, a Private Member’s 
Bill, in the Lok Sabha. 

 

Key features and highlights of the Bill: 

• Aim: The Right to Disconnect Bill aims at “reducing stress and 
ease tension between an employee’s personal and professional 
life.” 

• The Bill gives employees the right to not respond to calls or 
any kind of communications from the employers after office 
hours. 

• The Bill requires the setting up of an Employee Welfare 
Authority, which will publish reports related to the impact 
employees have from prolonged use of digital tools beyond 
office hours and it will also create a charter defining employee-
employer negotiation. 

• According to the Bill, “Companies with more than 10 
employees would periodically negotiate specific terms with 
their workers, publish their own charter, and create an 
Employee Welfare Committee consisting of representatives 
of the company’s workforce.” 
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Concerns and challenges faced by workers: 

• With dynamic business demands in an evolving corporate 
landscape, striking a work-life balance has become 
difficult but also a priority. The imbalance leads to stress, 
anxiety and sleep deprivation—notable trends in studies on 
employee health. 

• The traditional service sector has to often deal with 
unreasonable work hours, working overtime without 
extra compensation, or carrying their work home. 

• The insidious impact of ‘always on’ organizational 
culture is often unaccounted for or disguised as a benefit – 
increased convenience, for example, or higher autonomy and 
control over work-life boundaries. 

  

Need and significance of the Bill: 

After being in the workplace for eight hours or more, it might be 
very stressful for a person to respond to office-related calls after 
work. According to experts, work-related stress can often lead to a 
lot of physical and mental ailments including depression, which 
might go undiagnosed. As a result of which, a person might face a 
lot of problem in his professional and personal life as well. The 
Right to Disconnect Bill 2018, if passed, will help people strike 
work-life balance and lead a better life. 

 

  ************** 
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Raisina Dialogue: 

 

Why in News? The fourth edition of the Raisina Dialogue, 
India’s flagship annual conference on geopolitics and geo-
economics, titled ‘World Reorder’, was recently held in New Delhi. 

  

“Fair Value for Innovation”: 

The United States Chamber of Commerce’s Global Innovation Policy 
Center (GIPC) launched a new innovation initiative at the Raisina 
Dialogue in New Delhi. 

The initiative, titled “Fair Value for Innovation”, would enable 
breakthrough innovation, and explore how policymakers can 
harness innovation capital in India and around the globe 
through research, advocacy, partnerships, and programs. 

  

About the Raisina Dialogue: 

This is an annual geo-political event, organised by the 
Ministry of External Affairs and Observer Research 
Foundation (ORF). 

It is designed to explore prospects and opportunities for Asian 
integration as well as Asia’s integration with the larger 
world. It is predicated on India’s vital role in the Indian Ocean 
Region and how India along with its partners can build a stable 
regional and world order. 
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Participants: The conference is a multi-stakeholder, cross-sectoral 
meeting involving policy and decision-makers, including but not 
limited to Foreign, Defence and Finance Ministers of different 
countries, high-level government officials and policy practitioners, 
leading personalities from business and industry, and members of 
the strategic community, media and academia. 

 *************** 

 

                          Facts for prelims: 
H-1B Visa 

• The H-1B category is an expedient and lawful method to bring 
foreign-born professionals temporarily to the United States, and 
therefore one of the most widely sought after visa classifications 
for employment in the United States. 

• The H-1B is a non-immigrant visa in the United States; it 
allows U.S. employers to temporarily employ foreign workers in 
specialty occupations. 

• H-4 visa is a work permit issued to the spouses of H1-B visa 
holders under a special order by the previous Obama 
administration. 

H-2B Visa 

• The H-2B visa nonimmigrant program permits employers to hire 
foreign workers to come temporarily to the United States and 
perform temporary nonagricultural services or labor on a one-
time, seasonal, peakload or intermittent basis. 

L-1 Visa 

• The L-1 visa facilitates the temporary transfer of foreign worker 
in the managerial, executive or specialized knowledge category to 
the U.S. to continue employment with an office of the same 
employer, its parent branch, subsidiary or affiliate. 

• L-1 visa is a temporary non-immigrant visa that allows L-2 visa 
for the spouse and minor unmarried children under 21 years of 
age. L-1 visa holder is known as intra-company transferee. 
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v One family One Job scheme of Sikkim 

About the Scheme: 

• One family one job scheme entitles one government job for 
every family in the state. 

• Eligibility: Only members of those families which do not have 
a government job at present are eligible for government 
employment under the scheme. 

• The government has announced that the nature of the job is 
not temporary and would be regularised after five years. 

  

v Trishna Gas Project: 

The National Wildlife Board has given its approval for the 
Trishna Gas project of ONGC which falls in the Trishna 
Wildlife Sanctuary in the Gomati district of Tripura. 

ONGC has discovered 10-12 gas bearing wells in the Trishna 
Wildlife sanctuary. 

 


