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                                     VAID’S ICS LUCKNOW 
                       Daily Current Affairs –Jan- 2019 

                            (13thJan) 

                   Namami Gange programme: 

Why in News? Four-and-a-half years after the Centre 
launched its flagship Namami Gange programme to clean up the 
Ganga, a government- commissioned assessment has found that 66 
towns and cities along the river still have nullahs or drains 
flowing directly into the Ganga.  
Almost 85% of these nullahs do not even have screens set up to 
stop garbage from entering the river. 
 
About : 

• Almost 85% of these nullahs do not even have screens set up 
to stop garbage from entering the river. 

• Of the 92 towns surveyed, 72 still have old or legacy dump 
sites on the ghats. Only 19 towns have a municipal solid 
waste plant, according to an assessment done by the Quality 
Council of India (QCI). 

 
About the Namami Gange programme: 

• Namami Gange programme was launched as a mission to 
achieve the target of cleaning river Ganga in an effective 
manner with the unceasing involvement of all stakeholders, 
especially five major Ganga basin States – Uttarakhand, 
Uttar Pradesh, Jharkhand, Bihar and West Bengal. 

• The programme envisages: River Surface Cleaning, Sewerage 
Treatment Infrastructure, River Front Development, Bio-
Diversity, Afforestation and Public Awareness. 
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• The program would be implemented by the National Mission 
for Clean Ganga (NMCG), and its state counterpart 
organizations i.e., State Program Management Groups 
(SPMGs). 

 

About Quality Council of India: 

• Quality Council of India (QCI) was set up in 1997 as an 
autonomous body  

• It was setup jointly by the Government of India and the Indian 
Industry represented by the three premier industry associations i.e. 
• Associated Chambers of Commerce and Industry of India 

(ASSOCHAM), 
• Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) and 
• Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry 

(FICCI) 
• It aims to establish and operate national accreditation structure 

and promote quality through National Quality Campaign.  
• The Department of Industrial Policy & Promotion, Ministry of 

Commerce & Industry, is the nodal ministry for QCI. 
• Chairman of QCI is appointed by the Prime Minister on 

recommendation of the industry to the government. 
  

 

                                *************** 

 

Survey spots 3 new bird visitors:  

Why in News? A water bird survey conducted in the Upper 
Kuttanad region has recorded 16,767 birds of 47 continental 
and local species. The survey, conducted as part of the annual 
Asian Water bird Census, has spotted three new species — 
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Greater flamingo, Grey-headed lapwing, and Blue-cheeked bee-
eater. 

 

About:  

• However, compared to the previous years, the number of 
winged visitors to the region has declined drastically. In 2017, 
the survey recorded 28,198 birds whereas 41,576 were 
spotted last year.  

• The birder who led the survey, the August deluge and 
subsequent delay in preparing paddy fields for the Puncha 
crop season could be the reason behind the sharp fall.  
 

15 places: 

• This year, the survey was conducted in 15 places. 
Ikkaramukku and Naluthodu Padasekharams registered 
the highest number of bird sightings. The lowest number of 
birds was recorded from Karuvatta and Thakazhi. 

• The survey was jointly organised by the Social Forestry wing 
of the Forest Department, Kottayam Nature Society, and 
Alappuzha Natural History Society. A total of 72 birders from 
across the State took part. 

• The Asian Water bird Census is part of the global 
International Water bird Census (IWC) carried out each 
January as a voluntary activity. The survey would help 
understand the changes to wetland systems, change in 
migratory pattern of birds, and impact of climate change. 

• The information gathered during the survey would be used to 
promote the designation and management of protected areas, 
Ramsar Sites, Important Bird and Biodiversity Areas 
(IBAs), and so on. 
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******************* 

 

Facts for Prelims: 

 
v Noted writer Neelum Saran Gour bags The Hindu fiction 

prize: 
• Noted English writer Neelum Saran Gour, author of Requiem 

in Raga Janki and Bengali writer and socio-political activist 
Manoranjan Byapari, author of Interrogating my Chandal Life: 
An Autobiography of a Dalit, bagged The Hindu Prize 2018 
for fiction and non-fiction respectively at The Hindu Lit 
for Life 2019. The award includes a citation and a cash 
prize of 5 lakh. 
 

v ‘Monkey fever’ cases hit 62 in Shivamogga : 
• The outbreak of Kyasanur Forest Disease (KFD), also known 

as ‘monkey fever’ in Malnad region of the district,  
The total number of KFD cases in the district since December 
2018 has reached 62. Six persons from Aralagodu died 
during this period. 

About the Kyasanur Forest Disease (KFD), 

• Kyasanur Forest disease (KFD) is a tick-borne viral 
hemorrhagic fever endemic to South Asia. The disease is 
caused by a virus belonging to the family Flaviviridae, 
which also includes yellow fever and dengue fever. 
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Symptoms: 

• The symptoms of the disease include a high fever with 
frontal headaches, followed by haemorrhagic symptoms, 
such as bleeding from the nasal cavity, throat, and gums, 
as well as gastrointestinal bleeding.  

• Other symptoms include vomiting, muscle stiffness, 
tremors, absent reflexes, and mental disturbances. 
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