
 

www.vaidicslucknow Page 1 
 

                                     VAID’S ICS LUCKNOW 
                       Daily Current Affairs –Jan- 2019 

                            (10thJan) 

India’s GDP may grow at 7.3% in 2018-19,  

Why in News? India’s GDP is expected to grow at 7.3% in the 
fiscal year 2018-19, and 7.5% in the following two years, the 
World Bank has forecast, attributing it to an upswing in 
consumption and investment. 
 
About: 

• China’s economic growth is projected to slow down to 6.2% 
each in 2019 and 2020 and 6% in 2021, according to the 
January 2019 Global Economic Prospects report released 
by the World Bank. 

• In 2018, the Chinese economy is estimated to have grown by 
6.5% as against India’s 7.3%. In 2017, China with 6.9% 
growth was marginally ahead of India’s 6.7%, mainly because 
of the slowdown in the Indian economy due to demonetisation 
and implementation of the Goods and Services Tax (GST),  

• “India’s growth outlook is still robust. India is still the 
fastest growing major economy,”  

• “With investment picking up and consumption remaining 
strong, we expect India to grow 7.3% in the fiscal year 
2018-2019, and average 7.5% in 2019 and 2020. India 
registered quite a bit of pick up in doing business ranking. The 
growth momentum is there (in India),” 
 
 
 

********************** 
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SC appoints former S-G as amicus curiae in Puri temple 
case:  

Why in News? The Supreme Court recently appointed senior 
advocate and former Solicitor-General Ranjit Kumar as amicus 
curiae to assist it in a matter related to the administration of 
Jagannath Temple in Puri. 

 

 What is Amicus Curiae? 

• In simple language, “amicus curiae” means “friend of the 
court”. In many high-profile PILs, the courts appoint amicus 
curiae, to assist them in formulating a viewpoint and to 
make inquiries and reports. 
 

About: 

• There is another kind of amicus curiae, appointed in cases 
that are not PILs, where important questions of law are 
involved and both parties are represented but the court still 
wants a senior lawyer to assist it. (e.g. Supreme Court 
appointed Raju Ramachandran as amicus to investigate 
allegations of Narendra Modi’s complicity in the Gujarat 
riots.) 

• The “traditional” amicus curiae is the one who is asked to 
represent the accused in a criminal appeal – when the 
Accused is too poor and/or requests the court to provide 
him a lawyer or when the criminal does not engage his own 
lawyer to defend him against the State. 

• Supreme Court and the high courts maintain panels of 
lawyers who are assigned amicus work in criminal appeals. 
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• The Supreme Court has mandated that legal aid, that is, a 
lawyer representing a poor accused, is a must in criminal 
cases. 

 

 

********************** 

 

U.K. to test immigration proposals in India: 

Why in News? British officials are set to test India’s reaction 
to proposals for a new post-Brexit immigration system unveiled 
in December. 

About: 

• The immigration plans aim to create a level-playing field for 
EU and non-EU workers, basing immigration opportunities on 
skills levels rather than which part of the world workers have 
come from. “It is important to us as we finalise 
[immigration policy] to get a clear view from the Indian 
government, and Indian students and others,” adding that 
they believed the nature of the discussions that were set to 
take place were “unique at this stage”, highlighting the huge 
importance the country placed on getting its relationship 
with India right. 

• “The White Paper is the most significant look at our 
migration relationship worldwide for some time and the 
discussion we will have with India is the type of discussion we 
would only have with closest partners.” 
 

Positive for India? 
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• Among the changes proposed is the removal of the current 
annual cap on the number of Tier 2 visas for skilled 
workers, as well as the requirement that employers 
demonstrate that they attempted to fill the role domestically 
before bringing in a person from abroad (the resident labour 
market test). 
 
 
 
 

******************** 
 

The space race (China’s moon mission) 

Why in News? China’s landing on the mysterious “dark” side 
of the moon, the first by any country, gives Beijing a leg up on 
Washington over big ticket space exploration. 

The data that China obtains on the moon’s craters could help it 
acquire an edge over other countries, including the U.S., in the 
highly competitive domain of space research. 

 

About: 

• The Chinese could also steal a march over the Americans by 
launching advanced rockets, which would explore new 
frontiers in space. 

• Unlike earth, the moon has an abundance of helium-3. In the 
far future, this can serve as the ideal fuel to power a new 
generation of spaceships, with the moon as the launch pad, 
instead of earth. 

• The Yutu-2, the rover of the ongoing Chang’e-4 mission, is 
programmed to explore the South Pole-Aitkin Basin. This 
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vast impact region, 13 km deep and 2,500 km wide, has 
copious reserves of ice. The promise of water has persuaded 
international space scientists to peg the site as suitable for a 
permanent lunar outpost, which is on China’s radar. 

• The promise of the moon’s natural resources can add 
another layer of rivalry between the Chinese and the 
Americans. 

• NASA may not actively engage in space collaboration with 
China leading to further bleak applauses. 

• This would amplify the mood within Washington’s political 
class which has been soured by the sentiment to contain 
China’s rise. 

• The recent arrest of high profile Huawei executives has also 
hurt the sentiments of Chinese which could intensify the 
tussle between technological giants 
 

Conclusion 

• A new generation of Chinese and American peace 
advocates, global citizens and cyber-activists has their task 
cut out — to step up their game and prevent outer space from 
becoming another arena of a budding Cold War between 
Washington and Beijing. 

 

 

************************ 

PM launches Gangajal Project 

Why in News? Giving a major push to develop and enhance 
Tourism infrastructure in Agra, the Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi launched a series of development projects worth 
Rs. 2900 Crores for the Agra city and the adjoining areas. 
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About: 

• The Prime Minister dedicated to the nation, Gangajal project, 
which will provide Agra with better and more assured water 
supply, at an estimated cost of Rs.2880 crores. Gangajal 
project aims to bring 140 cusecs of Ganga water to Agra. 
This will help meet the drinking water demands in the city. 

• The foundation Stone of Integrated Command and Control 
Centre for Agra Smart City. In this project CCTVs will be 
installed throughout Agra City for monitoring and surveillance 
for the purpose of safety and security.  

• This will help to develop Agra as a modern world class smart 
city, befitting its stature as a premium tourist destination, at 
a total cost of Rs.285 crores. 

• Under Ayushman Bharat Yojana. The Prime Minister laid the 
foundation stone of the upgradation of SN Medical College in 
Agra. It will result in creation of 100 bed maternity wing in 
the Women’s hospital, at an estimated cost of Rs.200 
Crore and add to the health and maternity care for the weaker 
sections of the society. The Prime Minister lauded Ayushman 
Bharat Yojana and said that more than 7 lakh people have 
availed the benefits under the scheme within a span of 
100 days. 

•  Panchdhara - five facets of development hold the key to the 
progress of nation. These include education for children, 
irrigation for farmer, livelihood to youth, medicines for 
elderly, grievance redressal to everyone. 

 

***************** 

 

 


