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                                     VAID’S ICS LUCKNOW 
                       Daily Current Affairs –Jan- 2019 

                            (5thJan) 

 ‘Data protection law finalised’ 

Why in News? Union Minister for Electronics and IT Ravi 
Shankar Prasad told the Rajya Sabha recently that the 
government had finalised the data protection law and it would soon 
be introduced in Parliament. 

 
About : 

• Up until now, privacy laws in India offer little protection 
against misuse of your personal information. The transfer of 
personal data is currently governed by the SPD Rules 
(Sensitive Personal Data and information, 2011), which 
has increasingly proved to be inadequate. 

• The proposed Data Protection Bill 2018 essentially makes 
individual consent central to data sharing. The report notes 
that the right to privacy is a fundamental right. Unless you 
have given your explicit consent, your personal data cannot be 
shared or processed. Of course, this also means that the onus 
lies on you to make an informed choice. 
 

About Data Protection Act 2018: 

• The Data Protection Act 2018 (c 12) is a United 
Kingdom Act of Parliament which updates data 
protection laws in the UK. It is a national law which 
complements the European Union's General Data Protection 
Regulation (GDPR) 
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• The Data Protection Act 2018 achieved Royal Assent on 23 
May 2018. It applies the EU's GDPR standards. Whereas the 
GDPR gives member states limited opportunities to make 
provisions for how it applies in their country, one element of 
the DPA 2018 is the details of these, applying as the 
national law. The DPA 2018 is however not limited to the 
UK GDPR provision. 

 

 

*********************** 

 

Women MPs push for quota: 

Why in News? Women members in the Rajya Sabha recently 
urged the government to ensure the passage of the women’s 
reservation Bill in the Lok Sabha. 

About: 

• The Bill, which proposes a 33% reservation for women in 
Parliament and State legislatures, was passed by the Rajya 
Sabha in 2010 but has been stuck in the Lower House for 
nine years. 

• The Constitution (108th Amendment) Bill, commonly known 
as the women’s reservation Bill, needs to be approved by the 
Lok Sabha in order to become law. 
 

Analysis the issue: 

• B.R. Ambedkar once said that “political power is the key to 
all social progress”. What, then, to make of the fact that 
India—a country where women suffer substantially greater 
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socio-economic disadvantages than Western democracies 
like Spain—has a cabinet that is only 22% female and a Lok 
Sabha that has a meagre 12% female representation? 

• Political parties in India tend not to follow provisions in their 
constitutions reserving seats for women in different 
committees the second barrier is the lack of education and 
leadership training. 

• The Economic survey for 2017-18 tabled in Parliament said 
factors such as domestic responsibilities; prevailing 
cultural attitudes regarding roles of women in society and 
lack of support from family were among main reasons that 
prevented them from entering politics. 

 

 

******************* 

 

Chinese lunar rover named as ‘Yutu 2’ 

Why in News? China has named the lunar rover, successfully 
deployed recently to carry out a string of experiments on the 
unexplored far side of the moon, as ‘Yutu 2’. 

The Yutu 2 touched the lunar surface at 10.22 p.m. local time 
recently leaving a trace on the loose lunar soil. The rover’s 
touchdown is part of China Chang’e-4 lunar probe. 

 

About the Yutu Rover: 

• Yutu is an robotic lunar rover that formed part of the Chinese 
Chang'e 3 mission to the Moon. It was launched at 17:30 
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UTC on 1 December 2013, and reached the Moon's surface 
on 14 December 2013.  

• The mission marks the first soft landing on the Moon since 
1976 and the first rover to operate there since the Soviet 
Lunokhod 2 ceased operations on 11 May 1973. 
 

• The rover encountered operational difficulties toward the end 
of the second lunar day after surviving and recovering 
successfully from the first 14-day lunar night.  
 

• It was unable to move after the end of the second lunar night, 
In October 2015, Yutu set the record for the longest 
operational period for a rover on the Moon. On 31 July 2016, 
Yutu ceased to operate after a total of 31 months, well 
beyond its original expected lifespan of three months. 

 About the Chang'e 4:  

• Chang'e 4  is a Chinese lunar exploration mission that 
achieved the first soft landing on the far side of the Moon, 
on 3 January 2019. A communication relay satellite, 
Queqiao, was first launched to a halo orbit near the Earth-
Moon L2 point in May 2018.  

• The robotic lander and Yutu-2 ("Jade Rabbit") rover were 
launched on 7 December 2018 and entered orbit around the 
Moon on 12 December 2018. 
 
 
 

***************** 
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Facts for Prelims: 

v A.P. unveils second largest rock art trove: 

• Andhra Pradesh’s second largest petroglyph site, containing 
about 80 petroglyhs, has been discovered at Mekala Benchi, near 
Aspari, in Kurnool district. These petroglyphs, or rock carvings, 
underscore Kurnool’s importance as a major site of Neolithic 
settlements in south India. 

• Kandanathi, with 200 petroglyphs, is also in Kurnool district. 
While Mekala Benchi has rock carvings dating back from the 
Neolithic to the Megalithic period, Kandanathi’s carvings range 
from the prehistoric to the historic period. 

 

Petroglyph 
• A petroglyph is usually a prehistoric carving in a rock. Prehistory 

refers to the period of time before civilization and writing. There 
are only archeological sources available for prehistoric period 
which includes stone and bone tools, rock arts etc. 

• The term rock art includes pictographs (paintings on rocks) and 
petroglyphs which are carved into the flat, open rock surface 
gives them a scale and look that is unique. 

• Petroglyphs are images created by removing part of rock surface 
by incising, picking, carving, or abrading as a form of rock art. 

 
 

***************** 
 
 
 

 


