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                                     VAID’S ICS LUCKNOW 
                       Daily Current Affairs –Jan- 2019 

                            (3rdJan) 

Bill to allow voluntary use of Aadhaar ID: 

Why in News? Law Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad on recently 
introduced a Bill in the Lok Sabha that anyone not offering 
Aadhaar cannot be denied any service, be it a bank account or a 
SIM card. 

The Bill seeks to amend the Aadhaar (Targeted Delivery of 
Financial and Other Subsidies, Benefits and Services) Act, 
2016, the Indian Telegraph Act, 1885 and the Prevention of 
Money Laundering Act, 2002. 

 

About the Aadhaar:  

• Aadhaar is a 12-digit unique identity number that in 2016 
could be obtained by residents of India, based on their 
biometric and demographic data.  

• The data was collected by the Unique Identification 
Authority of India (UIDAI), a statutory authority 
established in January 2009 by the government of India, 
under the jurisdiction of the Ministry of Electronics and 
Information Technology, following the provisions of the 
Aadhaar (Targeted Delivery of Financial and other 
Subsidies, benefits and services) Act, 2016. 
 

About the Aadhaar and Other Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2018:  
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• Aadhaar and Other Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2018 that 
amends the Aadhaar Act 2016 was introduced in the Lok 
Sabha amid opposition by the Congress and the Trinamool 
Congress (TMC). 

• Union Law Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad, who introduced 
the Bill, said it was not in violation of the Supreme Court 
judgement and rejected the Opposition's concern over 
privacy. 
 

• It was in contravention of the September 26 Supreme Court 
judgement that restricted the use of Aadhaar for only such 
things which have the colour of a subsidy and which are 
paid out of the Consolidated Fund of India. 

• "This Bill is outside the legislative purview of the House, in 
that it violates the Supreme Court judgement. Hence, this 
Bill should not be introduced and I strongly oppose the 
introduction of the Bill under all laws possible,"  
 

 

 

****************** 

New panel to protect Assam’s heritage: 

Why in News? The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi has approved the setting up of a high-level 
committee for implementation of Clause 6 of the Assam Accord 
which provides for constitutional, legislative and 
administrative safeguards to protect, preserve and promote the 
cultural, social, linguistic identity and heritage of Assam. It also 
recommended reserving Assembly seats for indigenous 
communities in the State. 
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About the Assam Accord: 

• The Assam Accord (1985) was a Memorandum of Settlement 
(MoS) signed between representatives of the Government 
of India and the leaders of the Assam Movement in New 
Delhi on 15 August 1985.  

• A six-year agitation demanding identification and deportation 
of illegal immigrants was launched by the All Assam 
Students’ Union (AASU) in 1979. It culminated with the 
signing of the Assam Accord. 

• The accord brought an end to the Assam Movement and 
paved the way for the leaders of the agitation to form a 
political party and form a government in the state of Assam 
soon after. 

• Though the accord brought an end to the agitation, some of 
the key clauses are yet to be implemented, which has kept 
some of the issues festering. 

 

 

*********************** 

Exotic trees eating up Western Ghat’s grasslands: 

Why in News? The new-year heralds bad news for the high-
altitude grasslands of the Western Ghats. Over four decades, 
the country lost almost one-fourth of these grasslands and 
exotic invasive trees are primarily to blame, find scientists. 

Though grassland afforestation using pine, acacia and 
eucalyptus ceased in 1996, the exotics still invade these 
ecosystems, confirms a study published on January 2 in the 
international journal Biological Conservation. 
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About: 

• When satellite images revealed to a team including scientists 
from the Indian Institute of Science Education and 
Research (IISER, Tirupati) grassland loss in Tamil Nadu’s 
Palani hills in early 2018.  

• They decided to study how shola-grasslands (characterised by 
patches of stunted evergreen shola trees in the valleys and 
grasslands on hill slopes) across the Ghats – from the Baba 
Budan Hills in Karnataka to Tamil Nadu's Ashambu Hills – 
changed in extent between 1972 and 2017.  

• The satellite images they accessed reveal that 60% of the 
shola-grassland landscape has changed; almost 40% (516 
km2) of native high-elevation grasslands have disappeared. 
 

About the Shola-grasslands: 

• Sholas are the local name for patches of stunted tropical 
montane forest found in valleys amid rolling grassland in the 
higher montane regions of South India.  

• These patches of shola forest are found mainly in the valleys 
and are usually separated from one another by undulating 
montane grassland.  

• The shola and grassland together form the shola-grassland 
complex or mosaic. The word 'Shola' is probably derived from 
the Tamil language word cÕlai meaning grove. 
 
 
 
 

***************** 
 

China building ‘advanced’ warships for Pak: 
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Why in News? China is building the first of four “most 
advanced” naval warships for Pakistan as part of a major 
bilateral arms deal to ensure among other things “balance of 
power” in the strategic Indian Ocean. 

 

About: 

• Equipped with modern detection and weapon systems, it will 
be capable of anti-ship, anti-submarine and air-defence 
operations, China Daily quoted state-owned defence 
contractor China State Shipbuilding Corporation (CSSC) as 
saying. 

• The under-construction ship is a version of the Chinese 
Navy’s most advanced guided missile frigate. 

• CSSC did not specify the ship’s type but it is being 
constructed at its Hudong-Zhonghua shipyard in Shanghai. 

• China, an “all-weather ally” of Islamabad, is the largest 
supplier of weapon system to Pakistan. Both countries also 
jointly manufacturing the JF-Thunder, a single engine multi-
role combat aircraft. 

• Once constructed, the warship “will be one of the largest and 
technologically advanced platforms of the Pakistani Navy and 
strengthen the country’s capability to respond to future 
challenges, maintain peace and stability and the balance of 
power in the Indian Ocean region”. 

• It will also support the Pakistan Navy’s initiative of 
securing sea lanes for international shipping by patrolling 
distant waters. 

 

 

********************* 
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Facts for Prelims: 

v Alma-Ata Declaration: 
• The Declaration of Alma-Ata was adopted at the International 

Conference on Primary Health Care (PHC), Almaty (formerly 
Alma-Ata), Kazakhstan (formerly Kazakh Soviet Socialist 
Republic), 6–12 September 1978. 

• The primary health care approach has since then been 
accepted by member countries of the World Health 
Organization (WHO) as the key to achieving the goal of 
"Health For All" but only in developing countries at first. This 
applied to all other countries five years later.  

• The Alma-Ata Declaration of 1978 emerged as a major 
milestone of the twentieth century in the field of public health, 
and it identified primary health care as the key to the 
attainment of the goal of "Health for All" around the globe. 
 

v Astana Declaration: 
• The Global Conference on Primary Health Care in Astana, 

Kazakhstan in October 2018 endorsed a new declaration 
emphasizing the critical role of primary health care 
around the world.  

• The declaration aims to refocus efforts on primary health 
care to ensure that everyone everywhere is able to enjoy the 
highest possible attainable standard of health. 

 

 

***************** 
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