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                                     VAID’S ICS LUCKNOW 
                       Daily Current Affairs –Jan- 2019 

                            (1st Jan) 

ASI declared 6 monuments of national importance in 
2018: 

Why in News? The 125-year-old Old High Court Building in 
Nagpur, Maharashtra, and two Mughal-era monuments in Agra 
— Haveli of Agha Khan and Hathi Khana — are among the six 
monuments declared protected and of national importance by the 
Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) in 2018. 

 

About the (ASI) The Archaeological Survey of India: 

• The Archaeological Survey of India is an Indian government 
agency attached to the Ministry of Culture that is 
responsible for archaeological research and the conservation 
and preservation of cultural monuments in the country. It was 
founded in 1861 by Alexander Cunningham who also 
became its first Director-General. 

• The first systematic research into the subcontinent's history 
was conducted by the Asiatic Society, which was founded 
by the British Indologist William Jones on 15 January 
1784.  

• Based in Calcutta, the society promoted the study of ancient 
Sanskrit and Persian texts and published an annual journal 
titled Asiatic Researches. 

•  Notable among its early members was Charles Wilkins who 
published the first English translation of the Bhagavad 
Gita in 1785 with the patronage of the then Governor-General 
of India,  
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• The decipherment of the Brahmi script by James Prinsep in 
1837. This successful decipherment inaugurated the study of 
Indian palaeography. 

 

****************** 

 

JPC clears its report on citizenship Bill: 

 Why in News? The Joint Parliamentary Committee on the 
Citizenship Amendment Bill 2016, which proposes citizenship to 
persecuted minorities barring Muslims from Pakistan, Afghanistan 
and Bangladesh, is likely to table its report on January 7 on the 
penultimate day of the winter session of Parliament as the panel 
recently. 

 

About the Joint Parliamentary Committee (JPC): 

• Joint Parliamentary Committee (JPC) is one type of ad hoc 
Parliamentary committee constituted by the Indian 
parliament. 

• Joint Parliamentary Committee is formed when motion is 
adopted by one house and it is supported or agreed by the 
other house. 

• The Lok Sabha members are double compared to Rajya Sabha. 
• If Joint Parliamentary committee has 10 Lok Sabha Members 

than 5 members will be from Rajya Sabha and total member of 
JPC will be 15. 

• The strength of a JPC may be different each time. 
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What is Citizenship Amendment Bill 2016: Introduced on July 
19 in the Lok Sabha, the Citizenship Amendment Bill 2016 
seeks to allow illegal migrants from certain minority communities 
in Afghanistan, Bangladesh and Pakistan eligible for Indian 
citizenship. In other words, it amends the Citizenship Act of 
1955. 

 

About the Citizenship Amendment Bill 2016: 

• The Citizenship Amendment Bill seeks to allow illegal migrants 
belonging to the Hindu, Sikh, Buddhist, Jain, Parsi or 
Christian religious communities coming from Afghanistan, 
Bangladesh or Pakistan to not be imprisoned or deported. 

• It also appeals for the minimum years of residency in India 
to apply for citizenship to be lessened from at least 11 to six 
years for such migrants. 

• The Bill, however, does not extend to illegal Muslim 
migrants. It also does not talk about other minority 
communities in the three neighbouring countries, such as 
Jews, Bahais etc. 

 

 

******************* 

 

NPA ratios improve, but are still high:  

Why in News? The gross non-performing asset ratio (GNPA) of 
commercial banks improved to 10.8% in September from 11.5% 
in March and is set to improve further to 10.3%, the Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI) said in its Financial Stability Report recently. 
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About: 

• The first half-yearly decline in gross NPA ratio since 
September 2015 and improving provision coverage ratio, 
being positive signals,” RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das wrote 
in the foreword to the report. 

• The net NPA ratio also fell to 5.3% in September 2018 as 
against 6.2% in March 2018, RBI. 

• The capital adequacy ratio (CAR) of state-run banks however 
declined from 11.7% to 11.3%. 

 

About the gross non-performing asset ratio (GNPA): 

• It is the total number of NPAs of the bank simply added. 
Banks would continuously assess this by evaluating their 
loan payments and decide the NPAs. 

• What you need to understand here is when the NPA occurs , 
it is not just an interest income loss to the bank, but a 
principal loss as well.  

• That means, if a bank has lent 100 Crore to a company with 
an outstanding loan amount of 60 Crores, then the bank 
would lose these 60 Crores along with the future interest 
payments as well- when the company goes bust. 

• Net NPA is simply the total bad assets (actual) minus the 
provision left aside. 
 
 

About the The capital adequacy ratio (CAR): 

• Capital Adequacy Ratio (CAR) is also known as Capital to 
Risk (Weighted) Assets Ratio (CRAR), is the ratio of a 
bank's capital to its risk.  
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• National regulators track a bank's CAR to ensure that it can 
absorb a reasonable amount of loss and complies with 
statutory Capital requirements. 
 
 
 

****************** 
 

Facts for Prelims: 

v Kurnool enters the aviation era 
• The trial run of the Orvakal Greenfield airport was 

conducted successfully recently.  
• An aircraft of Turbo Aviation took off from Hyderabad and 

landed at the airport, 26 km from the city. The trial run 
was conducted in the presence Principal Secretary (Energy) 
Ajay Jain. 

• The airport was developed by the Andhra Pradesh Airports 
Development Corporation Ltd. (APADCL). Kurnool is the 
second largest district in the State with an agriculture 
economy contributing to 36% of GDP, manufacturing 18% 
and the services sector 46%, 
 

 

***************** 

 
 


