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NATIONAL NEWS:
(POLITY, GOVERNANCE & JUDICIARY)

National Consumer Disputes Redressal Commission
(NCDRC):
In News:

Former Supreme Court judge Justice R K Agrawal has been
appointed the President of the NCDRC.

About the NCDRC:




NCDRC is a quasi-judicial commission in India which was set up in
1988 under the Consumer Protection Act of 1986.
Its head office is in New Delhi.
The commission is headed by a sitting or retired judge of the Supreme
Court of India.

Statutory/Legal provisions:




Section 21 of Consumer Protection Act, 1986 posits that the National
Consumer shall have jurisdiction to entertain a complaint valued more
than one crore and also have Appellate and Revisional jurisdiction from
the orders of State Commissions or the District fora as the case may be.
Section 23 of Consumer Protection Act, 1986, provides that any person
aggrieved by an order of NCDRC, may prefer an Appeal against such
order to Supreme Court of India within a period of 30 days.

About the Consumer Protection Act, 1986:







The Act is a benevolent social legislation that lays down the rights of the
consumers.
It promotes and protects the rights of the consumers.
It came as to protect defect in goods and deficiencies in services.
The first and the only Act of its kind in India, it has enabled ordinary consumers to
secure less expensive and often speedy redressal of their grievances.
The Act mandates establishment of Consumer Protection Councils at the Centre as
well as in each State and District, with a view to promoting consumer awareness.
The Central Council is headed by Minster In-charge of the Department of
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Consumer Affairs in the Central Government and the State Councils by the
Minister In-charge of the Consumer Affairs.

Challenges:




The digitalization cannot be implemented without giving appropriate
equipment’s, training and manpower.
The flexibility of clubbing district forums is challengeable as the existing forums
often don’t suffice for the huge number of cases that are brought to it.
Often these forums are located in inaccessible places and deny ease of justice.

 The laggard of cases has been built up due to unnecessary involvement of lawyers
and legal restrictions. Instead of solving that, centre has proposed a monitoring
mechanism.

Way forward:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Make people aware of their rights.
Fast and speedy redressal mechanism.
Proper mechanism on Food Safety.
Mandatory labeling or labeling is required in consumer products.

5. Transparency in the market.

**************************
Special category status to Bihar:
Why in News: The Bihar government has recently demanded the special
state status to Bihar. The Inter-Ministerial Group had rejected Bihar’s plea to
be considered a special category State.




Six states — Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Goa, Jharkhand, Orissa and
Rajasthan — at different points in time have been demanding special
category status.
The NDC first accorded SCS in 1969 to Jammu and Kashmir, Assam
and Nagaland.
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Why Bihar is demanding?
1. It has not only the highest number, but also the highest proportion of
backward districts compared with any other state.
2. Bihar has occupied the last rank in terms of real per capita GSDP
among all States.
3. Bihar accounted for roughly 2.8 % of the GDP but 8.2% of the
country’s population during 2009-12.

Constitutional provisions for Special Category Status (SCS):




The Constitution does not include any provision for categorization of
any State in India as a Special Category Status (SCS) State.
But, recognizing that some regions in the country were historically
disadvantaged in contrast to others.
Central plan assistance to SCS States has been granted in the past by
the erstwhile Planning Commission body, National Development Council
(NDC).

What are the Criteria to get SCS?
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Hilly and difficult terrain.
Low population density or the presence of sizeable tribal population.
Strategic location along international borders.
Economic and infrastructural backwardness.
Non-viable nature of State finances.

What kind of assistance do SCS States receive?






The SCS States used to receive block grants based on the GadgilMukherjee formula which effectively allowed for nearly 30 per cent of
the Total Central Assistance to be transferred to SCS States as late
as 2009-10.
The NITI Aayog and 14th Finance Commission (FFC) have recommended
Central plan assistance to SCS States in an increased devolution of the
divisible pool to all States (from 32% in the 13th FC recommendations to
42%) and do not any longer appear in plan expenditure.
The FFC also recommended variables such as “forest cover” to be
included in devolution, with a weightage of 7.5 in the criteria.
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Centre bears 90% of the state expenditure (given as grant) on all
centrally-sponsored schemes and external aid while rest 10% is given
as loan to state.

Lacunas in the working of Special Category status:
 Various committees used different parameters to classify a state in
Special Category status.
 Some states lobby central government to classify them in special
category.
 Data reveals that even after awarding Special category status not much
economic progress has been noticed among states.
 The amount of proceeds that states receive has increased after 14th
finance commission. So the structure does not seem to have any
specific relevance in present context.
Way Ahead:
 Follow sound economic policy. Benefit of SCS may act as a stimulus but
rest depends on the individual state policy.
 There should be a general consensus among states related to
principle used for granting the SCS.
 Considering special status to any new State will result in demands from
other States and dilute the benefits further.
 It is also not economically beneficial for States to seek special status as
the benefits under the current dispensation are minimal.
 Special Category Status, especially tax concessions, would induce the
industrialists in India and abroad to establish new units/ branches.

***********************

Controversy over Article 35A:
Why in News:

A Kashmiri woman, Charu Wali Khan recently filed a

petition to change the constitutional provision as she wanted succession rights
in the state though she is settled outside the state.
 An NGO, ‘We the Citizens’ had also filed a writ petition to strike down
Article 35A.
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The NDA Government wants to have a larger debate over the Article 35A
challenging the constitutional validity of the clause.

About Article 35 A:


It empowers the Jammu and Kashmir state’s legislature to define
“permanent residents” of the state and confer on them special rights
and privileges in public sector jobs, acquisition of property in the State,





scholarships and other public aid and welfare.
The provision mandates that no act of the legislature coming under it
can be challenged for violating the Constitution or any other law of
the land.
It was added to the constitution through a presidential order of
1954 with the then J&K government’s concurrence.
Article 35A does not allow people from outside the state of Jammu &
Kashmir to work, settle or own property in the state.

Arguments against Article 35A:
 The petition says Article 35 A is against the “very spirit of oneness
of India” as it creates a “class within a class of Indian citizens”.
 Restricting citizens from other States from getting employment or
buying property within Jammu and Kashmir is a violation of
fundamental

rights

under

Articles 14,

19

and

21

of

the

Constitution.
 Also, the parliamentary route of lawmaking was bypassed when the
President incorporated Article 35A into the Constitution.
 Article 368 (i) of the Constitution empowers only Parliament to
amend the Constitution.

WHAT IS ITS SIGNIFICANCE TO J&K?





Through 1927 and 1932 notifications, Dogra ruler of the princely state of
J&K, Maharaja Hari Singh imposed a law that defined state subjects and
their rights. The law also regulated migrants to the state.
J&K joined India through instrument of accession signed by its
ruler Hari Singh in October 1947.
After J&K's accession, popular leader Sheikh Abdullah took over reins
from Dogra ruler. In 1949, he negotiated J&K's political relationship with
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New Delhi, which led to the inclusion of Article 370 in the
Constitution.
Article 370 guarantees special status to J&K, restricting Union's
legislative powers over three areas: defence, foreign affairs and
communications.
However, under the 1952 Delhi Agreement between Abdullah and
Nehru, several provisions of the Constitution were extended to J&K via
presidential order in 1954. Article 35A was inserted then.

WHY ARE POLITICAL PARTIES & SEPARATISTS OPPOSED TO
TINKERING WITH 35A?





Fear that it would lead to further erosion of J&K's autonomy and
trigger demographic change in Muslim majority valley.
Political parties say Kashmir resolution lies in greater autonomy;
separatists fan paranoia against possibility of Hindus 'flooding' the
valley.
However, in the last 70 years, demography of Kashmir Valley has
remained unchanged even as Hindu majority in Jammu and Buddhists
in Ladakh have rights to buy property and settle in the Valley.

*******************

TRAI’S BLOCKCHAIN TECHNOLOGY:
In News:

The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) has proposed
new norms to curb on trouble calls and messages by using blockchain
technology.

Objectives:

The new technology aims to ensure that telemarketing
messages are sent only to those who have subscribed to them and only by
authorized agencies.


The draft also proposes to check misuse of repeated unwanted calls.
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The new technology based norms will record all communication between
subscribers and agencies, capturing customer consent for information
and authorized telemarketing agencies.
Under the proposed regulation. The subscriber will be able to revoke
consent given to entities whenever he or she desires through Trai app
and other mechanism that will be provided under the regulation.

About the Blockchain Technology: A blockchain is a digitized, decentralized,
public ledger of all crypto currency transactions.







Constantly growing as ‘completed’ blocks (the most recent transactions) are recorded
and added to it in chronological order; it allows market participants to keep track of
digital currency transactions without central recordkeeping.
Each node (a computer connected to the network) gets a copy of the blockchain,
which is downloaded automatically.
Originally developed as the accounting method for the virtual currency Bitcoin,
blockchains – which use what's known as distributed ledger technology (DLT) – are
appearing in a variety of commercial applications today.
Currently, the technology is primarily used to verify transactions, within digital
currencies though it is possible to digitize, code and insert practically any document
into the blockchain.

About the TRAI:
The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) was established with effect from 20th
February 1997 by an Act of Parliament to regulate telecom services, including
fixation/revision of tariffs for telecom services which were earlier vested in the Central
Government.

Objectives:





TRAI's mission is to create and nurture conditions for growth of
telecommunications in the country in a manner and at a pace which will enable
India to play a leading role in emerging global information society.
One of the main objectives of TRAI is to provide a fair and transparent policy
environment which promotes a level playing field and facilitates fair competition.
The directions, orders and regulations issued cover a wide range of subjects
including tariff, interconnection and quality of service .

*******************
www.vaidicslucknow.com
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Lateral entry into Civil Services:
What is lateral entry?

It means hiring of individuals/ experts from
outside the Government to man positions in the Government of India.

Why in News? The government has invited “outstanding individuals” to join
the government at the joint secretary level at the Centre.
 In this regard, the Department of Personnel and Training (DoPT) has
invited applications for 10 senior level positions in the Departments
of Economic Affairs, Revenue, Commerce and Highways among
others.

Eligibility:





The eligibility criteria includes “Individuals working at comparable levels
in
Private
Sector
Companies,
Consultancy
Organizations,
International/Multinational Organizations with a minimum of 15
years’ experience” besides those working in central public sector
undertakings, autonomous bodies, statutory organizations, research
bodies and universities.
The notification specifies a minimum age of 40 years and minimum
qualification of graduation from a recognized university or institute while
higher qualification will be an added advantage.
The recruitment will be on contract basis for three to five years.

Significance:






It will help the government to solve the problem of bureaucratic crisis at
the higher level.
In a fast and complex socio-economic society we need best mind,
expertise and talent.
Outside talent from the private sector is more likely to be target-oriented,
which will improve the performance of the government
More competition will encourage career civil servants to develop expertise
in areas of their choice.
It will infuse fresh energy and thinking into an insular, complacent and
often archaic bureaucracy. It enables the entry of right-minded
professionals and the adoption of best practices for improving
governance.
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The overall 20% shortfall of IAS cadre officers alone in 24 state cadres. The Baswan
Committee (2016) has shown how large states such as Bihar, Madhya Pradesh and
Rajasthan have a deficit of 75 to over 100 officers.

Challenges:


The new entry from other field may not have good experience of
administrative problems at different levels particularly at the rural level.



It is both a workaround for the civil services’ structural failings and an antidote to the
complacency that can set in a career-based service.



The second ARC report points out that it is both possible and desirable to
incorporate elements of a position-based system where lateral entry and
specialization are common.



The selection process should be transparent, objective and based on
merit.



Officers at joint secretary’s level are not recruited to market products or
made responsible for generating higher profits.



They are expected to present well-researched and sourced information in
a manner that the political executive can understand, weigh and
consider options before making equitable and effective policy choices.




Lateral entry only at top level policy making positions may have little
impact on field level implementation, given the multiple links in the
chain of command from the Union Government to a rural village.
Operational difficulties of fresh recruitment for a Senior Executive
Service (SES)



An issue of conflict of interest when it comes to entrants from the private
sector
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Way forward:



It is very positive move in bringing bureaucracy more competent.
Inductions

through

the

competitive

examinations

must

expand

incrementally in keeping with the country’s needs.


The recruitment should be through UPSC it has the mandate to make
recruitment to civil service jobs under the Constitution and the civil
service statutes.




The bureaucracy has to deliver as per the needs of the country.
Talent and expertise can not only make administration transparent &
accountable.
*********************

Composite Water Management Index (CWMI):
Why in News?

NITI Aayog has released its report on CWMI to know the
water crisis conditions in the country.
 Currently, 600 million Indians face high to extreme water stress and
about two lakh people die every year due to inadequate access to safe
water.
 As per the report of National Commission for Integrated Water Resource
Development of MoWR, the water requirement by 2050 in high use
scenario is likely to be a milder 1,180 BCM, whereas the present-day
availability is 695 BCM.
 The total availability of water possible in country is still lower than this
projected demand, at 1,137 BCM.
 By 2030, India will loss 6% in the country’s GDP.

About CWMI:



It aims to create awareness among people and governments about the
realities of water crisis in the country.
CWMI aims to enable effective water management in Indian states in
the face of this growing crisis.
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The index would provide useful information for the states and concerned
Central ministries and departments enabling them to formulate and
implement suitable strategies for better management of water
resources.
NITI Aayog has ranked all states in 9 broad sectors with 28 different
indicators covering various aspects of ground water, restoration of
water bodies, irrigation, farm practices, drinking water, policy and
governance.

Performance of the states:
 The report ranks Gujarat at the top in managing its water resources in
2016-17 followed by Madhya Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka and
Maharashtra.
 The worst states include Jharkhand, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh and
Bihar.
 Among North Eastern and Himalayan states, Tripura has been adjudged
number one in 2016-17 followed by Himachal Pradesh, Sikkim and
Assam.
 In terms of incremental change in the index (over 2015-16 level),
Rajasthan holds number one position in general states and Tripura
ranks at first position amongst Northeastern and Himalayan states.

Way Forward: The current problem of water scarcity is a collective outcome
of wrong priorities on water use and poor management of freshwater resources.








Conservation of available freshwater reservoirs through proper
resource management practices.
Water conservation strategy must also include latest scientific
developments and technological advancements to cope with water
scarcity and drought situations.
Every independent household, residential colonies, industries and
commercial setups must have a compulsory mechanism for rainwater
harvesting.
The government has to invest in the water treatment plants so that
water can be recycled and reused.
The extensive use of micro-irrigation techniques such as drip and
sprinkler irrigation.
Water laws should be made stringent so that the accessibility of water
can be increased through saving water from wastage and pollution.
The roles of media, civil society and NGO in creating awareness among
the people.

***********************
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INTERNATIOAL NEWS:
(ORGANISATION/SCHEMES/AGREEMENTS)
.

U.S. Pacific Command renamed as U.S. Indo-Pacific
Command:
Why in News:

The United States has renamed its strategically important
Pacific Command (PACOM) as the U.S. Indo-Pacific Command (INDOPACOM).

Why America changed the name?
 Due to the increasing connectivity, the Indian and Pacific Oceans.
 A symbolic move to signal India's importance to the US military amid
heightened tensions with China over the militarization of the South
China Sea.
 It also reflects the growing importance of India in US strategic thinking.
 The US move comes in the wake of a series of measures by China that
has raised tensions in the South China Sea.
 It will strengthened the geo-political position of America

About the United States Pacific Command (USPACOM):








The U.S. Pacific Command was established as a unified command on
January 1, 1947, and it is the oldest and largest of the United
States' unified commands.
The USPACOM Area of Responsibility (AOR) encompasses about half
the earth's surface, stretching from the waters off the west coast of
the U.S. to the western border of India, and from Antarctica to
the North Pole.
USPACOM protects and defends, in concert with other U.S.
Government agencies, the territory of the United States, its people,
and its interests.
USPACOM is committed to enhancing stability in the Asia-Pacific
region by promoting security cooperation and encouraging peaceful
development.
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Geo-political Importance of INDOPACOM:
1. It will make the region open to investment and free, fair and reciprocal
trade.
2. The INDOPACOM will protect from any nation’s predatory economics or
threat of coercion.
3. It will enhance India’s sea power in the region.

4. India can now have better reach to other nations for trade and
investment.
5. India can play big role in balancing the regional power.
6. IT will restrict China’s increasing influence in the region.
7. It will enhance India’s naval capability.

Challenges for India:





It will affect India’s independent policy in the region.
Transforming this recognition into a geopolitical reality will be more
difficult than changing a name.
India will have to make its own geo-political strategy so that it can have
better relation with regional countries.
USA has been least trusted nation as far as its interests are concerned.

***********************

UN Security Council:
Why in News?

The UN General Assembly has elected Belgium, the
Dominican Republic, Germany, Indonesia and South Africa to serve as
non-permanent members on the Security Council for two years.

New Included Members- Bolivia, Ethiopia, Kazakhstan, the Netherlands
and Sweden.

About UNSC:
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The presidency of the Council is held by each of the members in turn for
one month, following the English alphabetical order of the Member
States names.





There are 15 members on the UN Security Council, including the five
permanent ones — Britain, China, France, Russia and the United States
— and 10 non-permanent members, half of which are elected each year.
Each candidate country needed to secure two thirds of the votes in order
to clinch a seat.
Each Member has one vote. Under the Charter, all Member States are
obligated to comply with Council decisions.

The non-permanent seats are divided by regional groups as such:





3
2
2
2

seats
seats
seats
seats

for
for
for
for

the
the
the
the

African Group
Latin America and the Caribbean Group
Asia Pacific Group ( + China )
Western European and Others Group ( + US, UK & France )

Functions:
1. It is one of the organs of the United Nations and is charged with the
maintenance of international peace and security.
2. It has primary responsibility for the maintenance of international peace
and security.
3. The Security Council can resort to imposing sanctions or even authorize
the use of force to maintain or restore international peace and security.
4. The Security Council also recommends to the General Assembly the
appointment of the Secretary-General and the admission of new
Members to the United Nations. And, together with the General
Assembly, it elects the judges of the International Court of Justice.

Reform of the UNSC:
Any reform of the Security Council would require the agreement of at least
two-thirds of UN member states in a vote in the General Assembly, and must
be ratified by two thirds of Member States. All of the permanent members of
the UNSC (which have veto rights) must also agree.

Why Reform of the UNSC?
www.vaidicslucknow.com
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1. It is often unable to exert an effective influence on global economic and
political issues of critical importance.
2. This is due to its may be called as "democracy deficit", which prevents
effective multilateralism, a multilateralism that is based on a
democratically-evolved global consensus.
3. Its reform will provide a crucial link in an expanding chain of efforts to
refashion international structures.
4. Greater degree of participatory decision-making, so as to make them
more representative of contemporary realities.
5. its strong bent towards the already powerful P5, the veto power
itself...and the issue of geographic representation.

Why India should be given a permanent seat in the council?

 It's the world's largest democracy with a population that will
Eventually eclipse that of China.
 India is an emerging and strong economic power.
 India was among the founding members of United Nations.
 It is the second largest and a one of the largest constant contributor of
troops to United Nations Peacekeeping missions.
 Today, India has over 8,500 peacekeepers in the field, more than
twice as many as the UN’s five big powers combined.
 India, since long time, has been demanding expansion of UNSC and its
inclusion as permanent member in it.
 It has been a member of UNSC for 7 terms and a member of G-77 and
G-4, so permanent membership is a logical extension.

Relevance for India:
 Gives the country 'veto power ' which is a negative vote. A single veto
can stop a resolution from getting passed on substantive issues.
 Global Power symbolism- A permanent member commands a lot of
authority and power in the council.
 It dominates and is quite influential at the global level as those who gain
this seat are strong, developed, stable and give significant donations to
UN fund.
 Gives them an opportunity to tell the organization to benefit their own
foreign policy domestic agenda &politics.

***********************
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‘Oil Buyers Club’:
Why in News? India has recently discussed with China the possibility of
forming an ‘oil buyers club’ that can negotiate better terms with sellers as well
as getting more U.S. crude oil to Asia to cut dominance of the oil block.

Why India needs this Club?


India is dependent on the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting
Countries (OPEC), which supplies about 60% of India’s oil needs.



Production cuts by OPEC have led to international oil prices hike.



The government wants to form an oil buyers’ club with China, Japan
and South Korea to take up issues like premium being charged from
Asian buyers.



So far, India has not been able to bargain better rates from the Gulfbased producers of the oil cartel, OPEC.
Instead of getting a discount for bulk purchases, West Asian producers
such as Saudi Arabia, charge a so-called ‘Asian Premium’ for
shipments to Asian buyers, including India and Japan, as opposed to
Europe.





At the International energy forum (IEF) meeting, India and China agreed
to join hands to have a collective bargaining power against cartelization
(grouping) of oil producer.

International energy forum (IEF) Ministerial Meeting (IEF16) 2018:
 The IEF 16-2018 was recently held in New Delhi.
 The theme was- "The Future of Global Energy Security - Transition,
Technology, Trade and Investment".

Ministerial dialogue was structured in four thematic plenary
sessions 




Global shifts: The Future of Global Energy Security – Finding New
Balances

Sustainable and Inclusive Growth – Energy Access and Affordability
Oil and Gas Market Stability and Change – Investment in a New Era
www.vaidicslucknow.com
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Uptake of Clean Technologies: Disruption and Coexistence of New and
Existing Technologies – The Way Ahead.

About the OPEC & ‘Asian Premium’:
OPEC (Organization of Petroleum Exporting countries) is intergovernmental
Organization of 14 countries ( 6 countries of middle east, 6 of Africa and 2 of
south America), accounting for 44% of global oil production,
OPEC states that it’s mission is to “co-ordinate the petroleum policies of its
member countries to stabilize the oil market, ensure effective and efficient
supply of oil to its consumers, ensure steady income for producers”. But as a
matter of fact it is anti-competitive cartel that co-operates to reduce the
market Competition.


Asian Premium is the high price Asian countries pay to buy the oil from
OPEC.



It is a scourge for Asian countries whereas rich US/European countries
get oil at relatively less price.

It all began in 1987 after Saudi Arabia adopted the marker based price
system. There are 3 important benchmarks in global market, representing the
cost of oil produced in respective geographies.
Brent: Light sweet oil representative of European market
West Texas Intermediate(WTI): US market
Dubai/Oman: Middle East and Asian Market.
In this pricing, US and Europe had advantage because of future trading unlike
Asia (no derivative market) which is represented by Dubai/Oman.






Asian countries (India, China etc.) oppose this Asian Premium

WHO Framework Convention on tobacco control:
(FCTC)
In News- The Union Cabinet has given approval to accede to the Protocol under
World Health Organization (WHO) Framework Convention on tobacco control to
eliminate illicit trade in tobacco products.
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About The FCTC: It is the first international public health treaty negotiated
under the auspices of WHO. It was adopted by the World Health Assembly on
21 May 2003 and subsequently entered into force on 27 February 2005.






The FCTC is the world’s first public health treaty under the World
Health Organization (WHO).
It provides a new legal dimension for international cooperation in
healthcare in combating the tobacco epidemic.
There are currently 180 Parties to the Convention.
India has been the forerunner in ratification of this public health
treaty and was the 7th Country to ratify the Convention in
2004.
India ratified the treaty on 5th February 2004 and is therefore
obligated to comply with the treaty provisions and its guidelines to
reduce tobacco consumption globally.

Governing Body:







The Conference of the Parties (COP) is the Governing Body of the WHO
FCTC and is comprised of all Parties to the Convention.
It keeps under regular review the implementation of the Convention and
takes the decisions necessary to promote its effective implementation,
and may also adopt protocols, annexes and amendments to the
Convention.
The regular sessions of COP are held at two yearly intervals and
therefore, this time, the Seventh Session of Conference of Parties (COP7)
is being hosted by Government of India in partnership with the WHO
FCTC Secretariat, which is based at the WHO Headquarters in
Geneva.
As per the decisions taken during the Sixth Session of Conference of
Parties (COP6), Government of India has set up a Global Knowledge
Hub on Smokeless Tobacco at National Institute of Cancer
Prevention and Research (NICPR). This hub serves as a repository of
knowledge related to smokeless tobacco.

About the Conference of the Parties (COP):
It is the supreme decision-making body of the Convention. All States that are Parties
to the Convention are represented at the COP, at which they review the
implementation of the Convention and any other legal instruments that the COP adopts
and take decisions necessary to promote the effective implementation of the
Convention, including institutional and administrative arrangements.
 A key task for the COP is to review the national communications and emission
inventories submitted by Parties.
www.vaidicslucknow.com
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The COP meets every year, unless the Parties decide otherwise.
The first COP meeting was held in Berlin, Germany in March, 1995.
The COP meets in Bonn, the seat of the secretariat, unless a Party offers to host
the session.
Just as the COP Presidency rotates among the five recognized UN regions - that
is, Africa, Asia, Latin America and the Caribbean, Central and Eastern Europe.

************************

Windrush Scandal:
Topic- Prelims (International News)
In News: Indians who migrated to the UK as Commonwealth citizens before
1971 are estimated as the second-largest nationality after Jamaicans, the
group caught up in the ongoing Windrush scandal that has shaken up the UK
government recently.








The Windrush generation refers to citizens of former British colonies
who arrived before 1973, when the rights of such Commonwealth
citizens to live and work in Britain were substantially curtailed.
While a large proportion of them were of Jamaican/Caribbean descent,
they also included Indians and other South Asians.
The issue centers around thousands of UK-based Jamaicans facing
forced deportations due to lack of documentary evidence that they had
the right to live and work in Britain because they arrived pre-1973,
when stricter new visa norms came into force for all Commonwealth
nationals migrating to the UK.
No specific cases of Indians from that era facing unfair deportations have
emerged so far but as many as 13,000 Indian nationals are estimated
to fall within that criteria of migrants.
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Why this happened?






The problem follows the ending of a previous system of Commonwealth
citizenship and free movement, when status was conferred by law on
people to safeguard them but some did not acquire the necessary papers.
The hostile environment policy, under which landlords, hospitals,
businesses and civil society have been forced to proactively prove that
their employees, tenants and service users have the right to be in the
United Kingdom .
The policy was introduced to achieve the Government’s lower migration
targets, by making living in the UK so unbearable that immigrants will
decide to leave of their own accord.

About The Windrush Generation:


The group comprises British citizens who came to the UK from the
Commonwealth as children following the Second World War, and whose
rights were guaranteed in the Immigration Act of 1971.



Named the Windrush generation after British ship the Empire
Windrush, which arrived at Tilbury Docks in Essex with 492
Caribbean passengers in 1948.
Many have made the UK their home for their entire lives.
However, under new immigration laws, these people were forced to
prove continuous residence in the UK since 1973, something that
turned out to be almost impossible for those who have not kept up
detailed records.




********************
International Air Transport Association (IATA):
Why In News:

IATA recently criticized India for taxing international
tickets, as it asked governments to facilitate the growth of worldwide
connectivity by avoiding creeping re-regulation, maintaining the integrity of
global standards and addressing a capacity crisis.

Issues:

The government had announced the implementation of the GST
from July 1, 2017. The tax covers airline products and services including
tickets, ancillary, change, refund and other products and fees.
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About the IATA:
Headquarters: Montreal, Canada with Executive Offices in Geneva,
Switzerland.





IATA was founded in Havana, Cuba, on 19 April 1945. It is the prime
vehicle for inter-airline cooperation in promoting safe, reliable, secure
and economical air services.
The international scheduled air transport industry is more than 100
times larger than it was in 1945.
At its founding, IATA had 57 members from 31 nations, mostly in
Europe and North America. Today it has some280 members from
120 nations in every part of the globe.
The modern IATA is the successor to the International Air Traffic
Association founded in The Hague in 1919 - the year of the world’s first
international scheduled services.

************************

15th Asia Media Summit (AMS):

In News:

The 15th Asia Media Summit (AMS) 2018 is being held in
India. India is hosting the event for the first time. The theme of the
summit is “Telling Our Stories – Asia and More’.

Implementing agencies:

It is being hosted by the Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting, Government of India, jointly with the
Indian Institute of Mass Communication (IIMC), New Delhi and
Broadcast Engineering Consultants India Limited (BECIL).

About the AMS:



It is an annual summit of the Asia-Pacific Institute for
Broadcasting Development (AIBD) Kuala Lumpur.
It would encourage regional and bilateral dialogue and cooperation
to respond to challenges to the broadcasting sector in the region.
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It would provide a unique opportunity for broadcasters in the
Asian region to share their thoughts on software and hardware
aspects of Broadcasting.
Participants would represent organizations like Ministries
responsible for Information and Broadcasting in the Asian
region, International Organizations UNESCO, FAO, UN;
Regulators; Radio and Television broadcasting companies.

About the Asia-Pacific Institute for Broadcasting Development
(AIBD):








The (AIBD) was established in 1977 under the auspices of UNESCO.
The AIBD currently has 26 Full Members (countries).
It is a unique regional inter-governmental organization servicing countries of
the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific
(UN-ESCAP) in the field of electronic media development.
The International Telecommunication Union (ITU), the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP), and the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) are founding organizations of
the Institute and they are non-voting members of the General Conference.
The Asia-Pacific Broadcasting Union (ABU) is a founding organization of the
Institute and is a non-voting member of the General Conference.

About the Asia-Pacific Broadcasting Union (ABU):
It was formed in 1964. It is a non-profit, professional association of broadcasting
organizations. It currently has over 286 members in 57 countries and regions.

Headquarters: Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia .
Functions: 1. It assists in the development of broadcasting in the region.
2. The ABU promotes the collective interests of television and radio broadcasters
and encourages regional and international co-operation between broadcasters.
3. The ABU is funded primarily by annual subscriptions from members. It has
an elected President who serves for 3 year terms.

*******************

Transformation Index 2018 (BTI):
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Why in News?


Bangladesh, Lebanon, Mozambique, Nicaragua and Uganda are the “new”
autocracies, according to Germany’s Bertelsmann Foundation. In its
“Transformation Index 2018 (BTI)”, it has rated 58 out of 129 developing
nations as autocracies.

About the BTI:






The BTI measures and compares transition processes in 129 transformation
countries with data collected between 2015 and 2017 and establishes their
global rating based on detailed country reports.
The Bertelsmann Stiftung’s Transformation Index (BTI) is the only index
in the world that measures and compares the quality of governance with
self-collected data.
The BTI has, since 2006, been measuring quality of democracy, market
economy and governance in 129 developing and transformation countries.

Why autocracy in these countries?







Due to the worsened quality of elections, the formerly fifth largest
democracy is classified as an autocracy again.
These developments are worrying for citizens because corruption, social
exclusion and barriers to fair economic competition continue to be more
prevalent in autocracies.”
A project manager for the BTI at the Bertelsmann Foundation claims the
report is balanced as it has flagged “positive developments” in the
economic realm in terms of economic output, macroeconomic stability,
market-based competition and private enterprise.
“Negative developments” in the political realm such as free and fair
elections, the separation of powers and the independence of the judiciary.

*****************
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ENVIRONMENT/BIODIVERSITY/CLIMATE
CHANGE:
Atal Bhujal Yojana (ABHY):
Why in News?
The Government has proposed Atal Bhujal Yojana (ABHY) aimed at sustainable
ground water management with the help of World Bank assistance.

Objectives:


The scheme is to be implemented over a period of five years from 201819 to 2022-23.



It will be implemented by the Ministry of Water Resources, River
Development and Ganga Rejuvenation.



It is aimed at sustainable ground water management with community
participation in select over-exploited and ground water stressed areas.



It will focus seven states (Gujarat, Haryana, Karnataka, Madhya
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh).



These States represent about 25% of the total number of overexploited, critical and semi-critical blocks in terms of ground water in
India.



They also cover two major types of groundwater systems found in India –
alluvial and hard rock aquifers.



ABHY is designed as a Central Sector Scheme with a total outlay of Rs.
6,000 Crore.

Why ground Water Crisis?
1.
2.
3.
4.

India's huge groundwater-dependent population.
Uncertain climate-reliant recharge processes.
Indiscriminate land use changes with urbanization.
Trans-boundary upstream water sources and archaic irrigation
methods.
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5. The indiscriminate use of rivers and other surface-water bodies in
many areas for disposal of sewage and industrial waste has
rendered them non-potable.

Measures/ Solution:
1. The crisis can be tackled by restoring and enhancing groundwater
recharge areas,
2. stopping polluted water from recharging groundwater
3. rainwater and roof top harvesting
4. The restoration of ponds, lakes and other river systems.
5. Detailed planning, scientifically-prudent and adaptive groundwater
management strategies are required.
6. Proper and pervasive groundwater governance.

Important facts:



According to a sample assessment in 2011, groundwater in 19 of India’s 71 districts —
about 26% — were critical or exploited.
In another assessment in 2013, they included groundwater blocks in districts that had
gone saline, and this percentage was up to 31%.
 Almost 70-80 per cent of the population of South Asia (including India) is dependent
on groundwater for drinking and agricultural irrigation.
 The northern and eastern parts lose groundwater at rates of 8 and 5 cubic km each
year, respectively,
 According to a 2012 World Bank report, India is the largest user of groundwater in
the world.
 It uses an estimated 230 cubic km of groundwater per year - over a quarter of the
global total.

About The Central Ground Water Authority(CGWA):





The CGWA has been constituted under Section 3 (3) of the Environment (Protection)
Act, 1986 to regulate and control development and management of ground water
resources in the country.
It is regulating withdrawal of ground water by industries/ projects in 802 Overexploited and 169 Critical Assessment Units.
It issues necessary regulatory directions for the conservation of underground water .
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Ground Water Legislation :
To enable the States to enact Ground Water Legislation, a Model Bill to Regulate and Control
Development of Ground Water has been circulated by the Ministry OF Water Resources to all
the States/UTs.
So far the states of Andhra Pradesh, Goa, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, West Bengal, Himachal
Pradesh and Union Territories of Lakshadweep and Pondicherry have enacted and
implemented ground water legislation.

*******************

Environment Day-2018/Clean Sea Programme:
In News:

India has among the lowest per capita consumption of plastic

in the world, much lower than that of many developed countries, said Prime
Minister Narendra Modi at the World Environment Day celebrations.
 He, however, said India was committed to reducing the use of plastic and
would join the Clean Seas programme — a Sweden-led initiative to
reduce littering of marine ecosystems.

Theme: The theme for this year’s Environment Day, organised in partnership
with the United Nations Environmental Programme, is “Beat plastic
pollution.

Facts/ issues:





As part of Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC), India is committed
to reducing 33-35% of emission intensity of its GDP from 2005 to
2030.
According to the Central Pollution Control Board, India generates about
15,000 tonnes of plastic waste every day, of which about 40%
remains uncollected.
About 70% of the plastic packaging products become waste in a short
span of time.
While plastics have a wide variety of applications, the global rally is
against the so-called single use or disposable plastic — used in bottles,
cups, wrapping paper and bags. Together, they account for over half the
plastic produced.
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Several States and city corporations have been unable to effectively
enforce the rules — particularly the provision that bans the use of bags
less than 50 microns thick.

About the Clean Sea Programme:


In February 2017, UN Environment Programme (UNEP) launched the Clean Seas
campaign in Indonesia with the aim of engaging governments, the public, and the
private sector in the fight against marine plastic litter.



The campaign seeks to address the root causes of marine plastic litter through a
three-phased strategy over five years (2017-2021).



The campaign’s key assets are its global reach; its unified voice, which can bring
national movements under a single umbrella;



Recently four more countries -- Chile, Oman, Sri Lanka and South Africa -- joined
UN Environment's Clean Seas campaign by committing measures that include plastic
bag bans, new marine reserves and drives to increase recycling. Forty countries are
now part of the campaign.

***********************

Nitrogen emissions going up: study
In News:

Nitrogen particles make up the largest fraction of PM2.5, the
class of pollutants closely linked to cardiovascular and respiratory illness, says
the first-ever quantitative assessment of nitrogen pollution in India.


While the burning of crop residue is said to be a key contributor to
winter smog in many parts of North India, it contributes over 240 million
kg of nitrogen oxides and about 7 million kg of nitrous oxide (N2O) a
year.
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Important facts:


Though agriculture remains the largest contributor to nitrogen
emissions, the non-agricultural emissions of nitrogen oxides and nitrous
oxide are growing rapidly, with sewage and fossil-fuel burning — for power,
transport and industry — leading the trend.
 Indian NOx emissions grew at 52% from 1991 to 2001 and 69% from
2001 to 2011.


Annual NOx emissions from coal, diesel and other fuel combustion
sources are growing at 6.5% a year currently.



As fertilizer, nitrogen is one of the main inputs for agriculture, but
inefficiencies along the food chain mean about 80% of nitrogen is
wasted, contributing to air and water pollution plus greenhouse gas
emissions.



Agricultural soils contributed to over 70% of N2O emissions from
India in 2010, followed by waste water (12%) and residential and
commercial activities (6%).



Since 2002, N2O has replaced methane as the second largest
Greenhouse Gas (GHG) from Indian agriculture.
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Chemical fertilizers (over 82% of it is urea) account for over 77% of
all agricultural N2O emissions in India, while manure, compost and so
on make up the rest.



Most of the fertilizers consumed (over 70%) go into the production of
cereals, especially rice and wheat, which accounts for the bulk of N2O
emissions from India.



Cattle account for 80% of the ammonia production, though their
annual growth rate is 1%, due to a stable population.



India is globally the biggest source of ammonia emission, nearly
double that of NOx emissions

*********************

The Blue Flag certification:
Why in News?

The Chandrabhaga beach on the Konark coast of

Odisha will be the first in Asia to get the Blue Flag certification — the tag given
to environment-friendly and clean beaches, equipped with amenities of
international standards for tourists.




Twelve more beaches in the country are being developed by the Society
for Integrated Coastal Management (SICOM), an Environment
Ministry’s body working for the management of coastal areas, in
accordance with the Blue Flag standards.
Among them are the Chiwla and Bhogave beaches in Maharashtra
and one beach each from Puducherry, Goa, Daman and Diu,
Lakshadweep and the Andaman and Nicobar Islands.

About the Blue Flag Tag:




To achieve the Blue Flag standards, a beach must be plastic-free and
equipped with a waste management system.
Clean water should be available for tourists, apart from international
amenities.
To achieve the Blue Flag standards, a beach had to strictly comply with
33 environment and tourism-related conditions.
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The standards were established by the Copenhagen-based Foundation
for Environmental Education (FEE) in 1985.
The Environment Ministry embarked on the Blue Flag project in
December 2017.

About The Society for Integrated Coastal Management (SICOM):
It has been established under the aegis of Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate
change, Government of India.
The main objectives of SICOM are as follows: To support implementation of Integrated Coastal Zone Management (ICZM) activities in
India.
 To implement the World Bank assisted India ICZM Project
 To provide Research Development (R&D) and stakeholders participation in management of
the Coastal areas in India.

About The Integrated Coastal Zone Management (ICZM):
Under the project SICOM the following four components will be implemented(i) National Coastal Management Programme
(ii) ICZM West Bengal
(iii) ICZM Orissa
iv) ICZM Gujarat.

About The Foundation for Environmental Education (FEE):
It

is

a non-governmental, non-profit

organisation promoting sustainable

development through

environmental education. FEE is active through five programmes; Blue Flag, Eco-Schools, Young
Reporters for the Environment (YRE), Learning about Forests (LEAF) and Green Key.

India Biodiversity Award 2018:
In News:
The Singchung Bugun Community Reserve, Arunachal Pradesh won the India
Biodiversity Award 2018.

About The The Singchung Bugun Community Reserve (SBVCR):
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A 17 square kilometre hotspot for biodiversity- was launched in
January 2017, after the tribal members of the Bugun community of
Singchung Village joined hands with the Forest Department.



The NGO won the India Biodiversity Award 2018 in the “Conservation
of wildlife species” category conferred by the National Biodiversity
Authority (NBA) and presented by the Union Ministry of Environment,
Forest & Climate Change in association with the United Nations
Development Programme.
The Reserve was instituted under a clause of the Wildlife (Protection) Act,
1972 that enables any state government to declare a community-owned
forest area as a “community reserve” if the locals are willing to
participate in conservation efforts for the same.
The Reserve lies right next to the Eaglesnest Wildlife sanctuary, a
biodiversity hotspot, which is also home to the Bugun Liocichla — a
new bird species that has no reported sighting anywhere else in the
world.







The NBA award especially recognizes the community efforts to conserve
the Liocichla.

About the National Biodiversity Authority (NBA):

It was established in 2003

to implement India’s Biological Diversity Act (2002).
Headquarters: Chennai, Tamil Nadu







The NBA is a Statutory and an Autonomous Body.
It performs facilitative, regulatory and advisory function for the Government of India
on issues of conservation, sustainable use of biological resources.
It works for fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising out of the use of biological
resources.
The Biological Diversity Act (2002) advises the Central Government on matters
relating to the conservation of biodiversity, sustainable use of its components
and equitable sharing of benefits arising out of the utilization of biological resources.
The Biological Diversity act also advises the State Governments in the selection of
areas of biodiversity importance to be notified under Sub-Section (1) of Section 37
as heritage sites and measures for the management of such heritage sites.

About the State Biodiversity Boards (SBBs):
Functions:
www.vaidicslucknow.com

Page 33

1. It focuses on advising the State Governments, subject to any guidelines issued by
the Central Government, on matters relating to the conservation of
biodiversity.
2. The SSBs also regulate, by granting of approvals or otherwise requests for
commercial utilization or bio-survey and bio-utilization of any biological
resource by Indians.
3. The local level Biodiversity Management Committees (BMCs) are responsible for
promoting conservation, sustainable use and documentation of biological diversity.

*************************
White Stem Borer:In news:
white stem borer (WSB) continues to wreak havoc in the country’s key coffee
growing regions of Kodagu, Chikmagaluru and Hassan, the Karnataka
government has declared these three districts “pest affected areas”..

What is White Stem Borer?
Xylotrechus quadripes is a species of beetle in the family Cerambycidae. It
was described by the French entomologist Auguste Chevrolatin 1863.
 It is well known for its habit of boring through the stems of coffee
plants in plantations and is considered a pest and known by the
common name coffee white stem borer.
 Because the larvae damage the plant while being hidden inside the
woody stems, it is extremely difficult to control. The control of shade over
the coffee bushes however reduces the incidence.



Karnataka is the largest coffee producing State, accounting for over 70
per cent (3 lakh tonnes) of India’s 3.4-lakh-tonne output.
The movement of plant, soil or manure affected by the white stem borer
is being prohibited in a bid to control the spread of the pest, which
mainly infests the arabica variety of coffee plants.

Preventive Measures:

1. Identifying the infested plants, uprooting and burning them on the
spot.
2. financial support to growers
3. Replanting in the affected areas.
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About Coffea Arabica:
It is also known as the Arabian coffee, "coffee shrub of Arabia", "mountain
coffee", or "arabica coffee", is a species of Coffea. It is believed to be the first
species of coffee to be cultivated, and is the dominant cultivar, representing
some 60% of global production.

********************
Hoolock Gibbons:








Hoolock Gibbons are the only apes to be found in India.
Hoolock Gibbons are extremely rare primates, listed under Schedule I of the
Wildlife Protection Act (1972) and as an endangered as per the red list of
IUCN.
Hoolock Gibbons are found in certain specific habitats of Assam and
Arunachal Pradesh and also in Eastern Bangladesh.
It is not clear whether the animals were sourced from India or Bangladesh.
Hoolock Gibbons are one of the most endangered 25 primate species in
the world.

About the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972 (with Amendment Acts of 2003 and
2006):

The act provides for the protection of wild animals, birds and plants and matters
connected with them, with a view to ensure the ecological and environmental security of
India.
 Extends to the whole of India, except the State of Jammu and Kashmir which has its own
wildlife act
 It provides for prohibition on use of animal traps except under certain circumstances
 It provides for protection of hunting rights of the Scheduled Tribes in Andaman and
Nicobar Islands
 Has provisions for the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild
Fauna and Flora (CITES)
The act constitutes a National Board for Wildlife that
 provides guidelines for framing policies and advising Central and State Government on
promotion of wildlife conservation and controlling poaching and illegal trade of
wildlife and its products;
 Making recommendations for setting up and managing national parks, sanctuaries and other
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protected areas; and
Suggesting measures for improvement of wildlife conservation.
It also up National Tiger Conservation Authority.

About the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild
Fauna and Flora (CITES):










Formally Called as Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild
Fauna and Flora.
It is also known as Washington Convention
It is a multilateral Treaty
Participation is voluntary
It is legally binding on the Parties, but it does not take the place of national laws.
Opened for sign : 1973
Parties : 182
Aims to protect endangered plants and animals.
Its aim is to ensure that international trade in specimens of wild animals and plants does
not threaten the survival of the species in the wild, and it accords varying degrees of
protection to more than 35,000 species of animals and plants.

*****************

INDIAN ECONOMY:

Small Finance Banks (SFB):
Why in News?

The Reserve Bank of India has decided to allow urban
co-operative banks (UCB) to convert into small finance banks (SFB), a move
aimed at bringing these entities into mainstream banking.

About UCB:
 The term Urban Co-operative Banks (UCBs), though not formally defined,
refers to primary cooperative banks located in urban and semi-urban
areas. These banks, till 1996, were allowed to lend money only for nonagricultural purposes.
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UCBs currently face regulation by both the RBI and the respective State
governments.
By turning into SFBs, they will be regulated only by the RBI.

What is small finance banks (SFB)?


The small finance bank will primarily undertake basic banking activities
of acceptance of deposits and lending to unserved and underserved
sections including small business units, small and marginal
farmers, micro and small industries and unorganized sector
entities.

Power & functions of SFB:
They Can
 Take small deposits and disburse loans.
 Distribute mutual funds, insurance products and other simple thirdparty financial products.
 Lend 75% of their total adjusted net bank credit to priority sector.
 Maximum loan size would be 10% of capital funds to single borrower,
15% to a group.
 Minimum 50% of loans should be up to 25 lakhs.
They Can’t
 Lend to big corporate and groups.
 Open branches with prior RBI approval for first five years.
 Set up subsidiaries to undertake non-banking financial services
activities.

****************

Measuring ‘green GDP’ of States:
In News:



Starting this year, the government will begin a five-year exercise to compute
district-level data of the country’s environmental wealth.
The numbers will eventually be used to calculate every State’s ‘green’ Gross
Domestic Product (GDP).
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The metric will help with a range of policy decisions, such as compensation
to be paid during land acquisition, calculation of funds required for
climate mitigation, and so on.
This is the first time such a national environment survey is being
undertaken.
India’s environmental diversity and riches are universally recognized but
have never been quantified.

About The Project:
 A pilot project is set to begin this in 54 districts.
 Land will be demarcated into grids with about 15-20 grids per district.
 These will capture the diversity in the State’s geography, farmland,
wildlife, and emissions pattern, and will be used to compute a value.
 The funds for the pilot project are already available. But the budget has
not been specified.
 Much of the data required for the inventory would be sourced from
datasets that already exist with other government ministries.

Government has also launched ‘Green Skill Development
Programme (GSDP)
About The GSDP: An initiative for skill development in the environment and
forest sector has been taken up by the Ministry of Environment, Forests &
Climate Change (MoEF&CC) to enable India’s youth to get gainful employment
and/or self-employment.

What are Green Skills?





Green skills are those skills needed to adapt processes, services and
products to climate change and the environmental regulations and
requirements related to it.
They include the knowledge, abilities, values and attitudes needed to
live in, develop and support a sustainable and resource-efficient society.
These skills are required in areas such as such as Renewable energy,
Wastewater treatment, Climate resilient cities, Green construction, Solid
waste management etc.

Objectives of GSDP:
 Youth, particularly school dropouts, would be trained in a range of
‘green jobs’.
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 They will work as operators of scientific instruments used to measure
environmental quality, as field staff in nature parks, and as tourist
guide.
 Increasing the budget allocation for ENVIS in budget 2018-19 by
33%. Out of this, the training courses under Green Skill Development
Programme will be funded.
 The targets for training have been increased. A total of 5 lakh 60
thousand people will be imparted training between 2018-19 and
2020-21.
What is Green GDP? Green GDP is a term used generally for expressing GDP after
adjusting for environmental damage.






In other words, Green GDP is a monetization of the loss of biodiversity caused by
climate change. It is calculated by subtracting resources depletion, environmental
degradation from the traditional GDP figure.
It is very helpful for managing economies as well as resources.
It is expected to account for the use of natural resources as well as the costs involved.
It also includes medical costs generated from factors such as air and water pollution,
loss of livelihood due to environmental crisis such as floods or droughts, and other
factors.

*************
Designated Offshore Securities Market’ (DOSM):
Why in News:
BSE has recently been recognized as a "Designated Offshore Securities Market"
(DOSM) by the United States Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC).

Relevance of DOSM:


The DOSM status allows the sale of securities to U.S. investors
through the trading venue of BSE without registration of such
securities with the US SEC and thus eases the trades by US investors in
India.



Prior to this recognition, investors who wished to sell such securities
(i.e., equity or debt securities issued by BSE listed companies in a private
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placement under the U.S. securities laws) had to take certain measures
to ascertain the location of the purchaser prior to re-selling.



BSE-listed companies will be more attractive to U.S. investors.
It will Enhance the attractiveness of Indian Depository Receipts (IDRs)
amongst US investors.

About the Indian Depository Receipts (IDRs):






IDR is an instrument in the form of a Depository Receipt created by the Indian
depository in India against the underlying equity shares of the issuing company.
An IDR is a way for a foreign company to raise money in India. In an IDR,
foreign companies would issue shares, to an Indian Depository, which would in
turn issue depository receipts (IDR) to investors in India.
IDR are issued by a domestic depository in India and denominated in Rupees.
It represents an ownership interest in a fixed number of underlying equity shares of
the Issuing Company. These shares are called Deposited Shares.

About the International Depository Receipt (IDR):
 A negotiable certificate issued by a bank representing ownership of stock of a
foreign company held by the bank in trust.

 The International Depository Receipt (IDR) is known as the American Depository


Receipt (ADR) in the United States;
ADRs represent stocks of quality issuers from a number of developed and emerging
markets. In Europe, IDRs are known as Global Depository Receipts, and trade on
the London, Luxembourg and Frankfurt exchanges.

Difference in IDRs and equity shares:




IDRs are similar to equity shares.
IDR holders have the same rights as shareholders;
They can vote for or against company moves or decisions as and when it comes to
them, get dividends, bonus and rights issues as and when the company declares them.
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**************
Micro Irrigation Fund ( MIF):
Why in News?

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs chaired by
the Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi has approved an initial Corpus of
Rs.5,000 crore for setting up of a dedicated “Micro Irrigation Fund” (MIF)
with NABARD under Pradhan MantriKrishi Sinchayee Yojana (PMKSY).

About the Scheme:







The allocation of Rs. 2,000 crore and Rs. 3,000 crore will be utilized
during 2018-19 and 2019-20 respectively.
NABARD will extend the loan to State Governments during this period.
Borrowings from NABARD shall be paid back in 7 years including the
grace period of two years.
The lending rate under MIF has been proposed at 3% lower than the
cost of raising the fund by NABARD
This cost shall be met from the ongoing scheme of PMKSY-PDMC by
amending the existing guidelines
The total financial implication on interest subvention comes to about Rs
750 crore.

Benefits:
1. The dedicated Micro Irrigation Fund would supplement the efforts of
Per Drop More Crop Component (PDMC) of PMKSY in an effective and
timely manner.
2. With the additional investment for micro irrigation accessing MIF,
innovative composite/ commodity/ community/ cluster based micro
irrigation projects/ proposals may bring about 10 lakh ha.
3. The Fund will facilitate States to mobilize resources for their initiatives,
including additional (top up subsidy) in implementation of PMKSYPDMC.

Implementation:



States may access MIF for innovative integrated projects, including
projects in the Public Private Partnership (PPP) mode.
It should not be a substitute for State's share in PMKSY-PDMC.
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Farmers Producers Organization (FPO)/Cooperatives/State Level
Agencies can also access the funds with State Government Guarantee or
equivalent collateral.



Farmers Co-operatives may access this fund for innovative cluster
based Community Irrigation Projects.

About the Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana ( PMKSY):
The PMKSY was launched in 2015-16 with objectives to enhance physical access of water
on farms; expand cultivable area under assured irrigation; improve water use efficiency in
agriculture and introduce sustainable conservation practices.
This scheme has subsumed three erstwhile schemes of three different ministries as
follows:


Accelerated Irrigation Benefit Programme of the Ministry of Water Resources



Integrated Watershed Management Programme of the Ministry of Rural Development



Farm water management component of the National Mission on Sustainable
Agriculture.
Objectives of PMKSY:
 Converge investments in irrigation at the farm level and provide end-to-end solution
 Har Khet Ko Pani: Enhance the physical access of water on the farm and expand
cultivable area under assured irrigation
 Integration of source, distribution, efficient use of water through appropriate
technology and practice
 Enhance adoption of precision-irrigation and other water saving technologies
under More Crop Per Drop.
 Promotion of micro-irrigation in the form of drips, sprinklers, pivots, rain-guns in the
farm (Jal Sinchan).
 Centre- States will be 75: 25 per cent. In case of north-eastern region and hilly
states it will be 90:10.
The PMKSY has following four components:
1. Accelerated Irrigation Benefit Programme (AIBP)
2. Har Khet ko Pani
3. Micro-Irrigation Per Drop More Crop
4. Watershed Development
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY:

Ruthenium (RU)
In News:

A platinum-group chemical element called ruthenium (Ru) is the
fourth single element to have unique ferromagnetic properties at room
temperature.

About the Ruthenium:







Ruthenium is a member of the platinum group. It is a hard,
white transition metal.
Like the other metals of the platinum group, ruthenium is inert to
most other chemicals.
It does not tarnish at room temperatures but oxidizes explosively.
It can be attacked by halogens and hydroxides. It has four crystal
modifications.
It can be plated by electro deposition or thermal decomposition methods.
Ruthenium is generally found in ores with the other platinum group
metals in the Ural Mountains and in North and South America.

Significance:
1. Adding ruthenium is one of the most effective ways to harden platinum
and palladium.
2. Ruthenium is a versatile catalyst.
3. A ruthenium-molybdenum alloy is said to be superconductive at 10.6 K
4. It can be used to improve sensors, devices in the computer memory
and logic industry, or other devices using magnetic materials.
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About ferromagnetism:
Ferromagnetism is the basic mechanism by which certain materials (such as iron)
form permanent magnets, or are attracted to magnets. In physics, several different types
of magnetism are distinguished.



Iron, nickel, cobalt and some of the rare earths (gadolinium, dysprosium) exhibit a
unique magnetic behavior which is called ferromagnetism because iron (ferrum in Latin)
is the most common and most dramatic example.



Samarium and neodymium in alloys with cobalt have been used to fabricate very
strong rare-earth magnets.
So far, only three single elements were found to be ferromagnetic at room
temperature: iron (Fe), cobalt (Co), and nickel (Ni); the rare earth element gadolinium
(Gd) nearly misses by only 8 degrees Celsius.



************************

S-400:
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Why in News?
India has recently purchased Russian-developed S-400 Triumf long-range airdefense system.

About S-400:










It can counter and damage the incoming objects like cruise, ballistic
missile, air craft and UAV.
Surface to air Missile
It has 400 km range
Max altitude-10,000ft
Speed- 4800
The S-400 is a complex military system comprising several radars,
command post, different types of missiles and launchers .
It can track several dozen incoming objects simultaneously from
hundreds of kilometres away, launch counter-missiles within seconds
and shoot them down with great efficiency.
The S-400 (SA-21 Growler), when properly operated, is a potent mediumto-long-range surface-to-air missile system.

What is cruise missile?
It is a guided missile used against terrestrial targets that remains in the atmosphere and
flies the major portion of its flight path at approximately constant speed. Cruise
missiles are designed to deliver a large warhead over long distances with high precision.

What is Ballistic Missile?
A ballistic missile follows a ballistic trajectory to deliver one or more warheads on a
predetermined target.




These weapons are only guided during relatively brief periods of flight—most of their
trajectory is unpowered, being governed by gravity and air resistance if in the
atmosphere.
Shorter range ballistic missiles stay within the Earth's atmosphere, while longerranged intercontinental ballistic missiles (ICBMs), are launched on a sub-orbital
flight trajectory and spend most of their flight out of the atmosphere.

What is Air craft?
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An aircraft is a machine that is able to fly by gaining support from the air.


It counters the force of gravity by using either static lift or by using the dynamic lift of
an airfoil, or in a few cases the downward thrust from jet engines. Common examples
of aircraft include airplanes, helicopters, airships (including blimps), gliders
and hot air balloons.

*******************
Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV):
Why in News?

The Union Cabinet has recently given the financial
approval of Rs 10,911 crore for the launch of 30 PSLV and 10 GSLV Mk III
rockets in the next four years.

About the PSLV:
It is the third generation launch vehicle of India. It is the first Indian
launch vehicle to be equipped with liquid stages. After its first successful
launch in October 1994, PSLV emerged as the reliable and versatile workhorse
launch vehicle of India with 39 consecutively successful missions by June
2017.


During 1994-2017 periods, the vehicle has launched 48 Indian
satellites and 209 satellites for customers from abroad.



PSLV has emerged as a versatile launch vehicle to carry out SunSynchronous Polar Orbit (SSPO), Geo-synchronous Transfer Orbit (GTO)
and low inclination Low Earth Orbit (LEO) missions.

About GSLV Mk III rockets:






GSLV Mk III is a three-stage heavy lift launch vehicle developed by ISRO.
The vehicle has two solid strap-ons, a core liquid booster and a cryogenic
upper stage.
GSLV Mk III is designed to carry 4 ton class of satellites into
Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit (GTO) or about 10 tons to Low Earth
Orbit (LEO), which is about twice the capability of GSLV Mk II.
This is India’s first fully functional rocket to be tested with a cryogenic
engine that uses liquid propellants — liquid oxygen and liquid hydrogen.

www.vaidicslucknow.com

Page 46

About The Sun-Synchronous Polar Orbit (SSPO):
In general, there are two groups of satellites:







There are satellites that orbit the equator and those that orbit from pole-topole.
For example, Landsat, Worldview and Sentinel-2 satellites are in a polar orbit
(or near-polar orbit).
Almost all the satellites that are in a polar orbit are at lower altitudes.
They are often used for applications such as monitoring crops, forests and
even global security.
Higher altitude satellites orbit more slowly because the circumference of
the circular orbit is larger. In addition, the pull of gravity is weaker at higher
altitudes.
When a satellite has a sun-synchronous orbit, it means that it has a constant
sun illumination through inclination and altitude. For sun-synchronous
orbits, it passes over any given point on Earth’s surface at the same local solar
time.

About the Geostationary satellites:
They are launched into orbit in the same direction the Earth is spinning. When the
satellite is in orbit at a specific altitude, it will exactly match the rotation of the
Earth. This sweet spot is approximately 36,000 km above the Earth’s surface in
high Earth orbit.



Weather monitoring satellites like GOES are in geostationary orbits because
they have a constant view of the same area.
In a high Earth orbit, it’s also useful for search and rescue beacons.

About The low Earth orbit (LEO):





Low earth orbits (LEO) are satellite systems used in telecommunication, which orbit
between 400 and 1,000 miles above the earth's surface.
They are used mainly for data communication such as email, video conferencing and
paging.
They move at extremely high speeds and are not fixed in space in relation to the
earth.
LEO-based telecommunication systems provide underdeveloped countries and
territories with the ability to acquire satellite telephone service in areas where it
otherwise would be too costly or even impossible to lay land lines.

***************
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GLONASS:
Why in News?

Russia has successfully launched a Glonass-M
positioning satellite using a Soyuz-2.1b carrier rocket from Plesetsk space
center.

What is GLONASS?






It is a space-based global navigation satellite system (GNSS) that
provides reliable positioning, navigation, and timing services to users on
a continuous worldwide basis freely available to all.
It is an alternative and complementary to other GNSS systems such as
the United States' Global Positioning System (GPS), the
Chinese BeiDou navigation system or the planned Galileo positioning
system of the European Union (EU).
IRNSS of India & Quasi-Zenith Satellite System (QZSS) of Japan.

Types of GLONASS:







GLONASS – launched in 1982, the satellites launched were intended to
work for weather positioning, velocity measuring and timing anywhere
in the world or near-Earth space by the military and official
organizations.
GLONASS-M – launched in 2003 add second civil code. It is important
for GIS mapping receivers.
GLONASS-k – started in 2011 again has 3 more types namely k1, k2
and km for research. Adds third civil frequency.
GLONASS-K2.
GLONASS-KM – will be launched after 2025 (currently in research
phase).

Difference in GLONASS & GPS:




GLONASS is an alternative to GPS (Global Positioning System), which
stands for (Global Navigation Satellite System) in English and in
Russian.
It is termed as GLONASS (Globalnaya Navigatsionnaya Sputnikovaya
Sistema). It was started by Russia in the Soviet Union in 1976.
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It is used for both Military and civilian. And it has also covered 100%
coverage of Russian territory in 2011, which is globally expanded with
the full orbital constellation of 24 satellites.
GLONASS orbit is especially suited for high altitude where getting
GPS signal is very difficult.



About GPS:
GPS (Global Positioning System) is a satellite-based navigation system
which was developed by USA government and used by USA army too.




Its development was started in 1973 and completed in 1995.
It has a network of 31 satellites in the orbit covering the planet.
It is the most widely used in mobile phones, navigators etc.

What is Global Navigation Satellite Systems (GNSS)?
It is a satellite system that is used to pinpoint the geographic location of a user's
receiver anywhere in the world. Two GNSS systems are currently in operation:



The United States' Global Positioning System (GPS) and the Russian
Federation's Global Orbiting Navigation Satellite System (GLONASS).
Each of the GNSS systems employs a constellation of orbiting satellites
working in conjunction with a network of ground stations.

****************

Nipah Virus:
Why in New?



The lethal Nipah Virus has been spreading in northern Kerala, creating
a health emergency and widespread panic.
The Zoonotic virus is suspected to have spread to humans from infected
bats, and actions to curtail the spread of infections are currently
underway.
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Zoonotic Diseases (also known as zoonoses) are caused by infections
that are shared between animals and people.

Symptoms of Nipah:





Acute and rapidly progressive encephalitis (brain inflammation and pain)
with or without respiratory involvement.
Other more noticeable symptoms include non-productive cough during
the early part of the disease.
Nipah encephalitis comes with 3-14 days of fever and headache,
followed by drowsiness, disorientation and mental confusion.
Acute encephalitis progresses to coma within 24-48 hours.

History of Nipah Virus:


Previous outbreaks have been reported in India, Bangladesh, Thailand,
Cambodia, the Philippines, Laos and Malaysia.



It was first identified during an outbreak of disease in Kampung Sungai
Nipah, Malaysia, in 1998. On this occasion, pigs were the intermediate
hosts. However, in subsequent Nipah virus outbreaks, there were no
intermediate hosts. In Bangladesh in 2004, humans were infected with
Nipah virus after consuming date palm sap that had been contaminated
by infected fruit bats.

****************

SOCIAL SCHEMES:
POSHAN Abhiyaan:
In News- POSHAN Abhiyaan was launched by the Ministry of Women and
Child Development on International Women’s day (March 8) in 2018 to boost
nutrition among children and women.

Objectives:
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The Abhiyaan targets to reduce stunting, under-nutrition, anemia
(among young children, women and adolescent girls).



To reduce low birth weight by 2%, 2%, 3% and 2% per annum
respectively.



The target of the mission is to bring down stunting among children in the
age group 0-6 years from 38.4% to 25% by 2022.



Reduce the prevalence of anemia among Women and Adolescent Girls
in the age group of 15-49 years.



Reduce the prevalence of anemia among young Children(6-59 months)



It will address Malnutrition among children and women through
Convergence, Use of Technology and a Targeted approach.



Launching the five e-ILA (e-Incremental Learning Approach) courses and
two ECCE (Early Childhood Care and Education) software modules.



E-ILA is an online system where programme functionaries will become
more effective by learning to plan and execute each task correctly and
consistently through methodical and ongoing capacity building.



The purpose of the ECCE module is to guide trainers to train
Anganwadi Workers so that they are able to plan and conduct
appropriate ECE activities.

Significance of the Yojana:



It will focus on Water, Sanitation and Hygiene .
A Comprehensive & integrated Yojana for Maternal Health and
Nutrition



ECD (Early childhood development)/ECCE(Early Childhood care
and Education)



ICT-RTM (Information and Communication. Technology enabled
Real Time Monitoring)



Capacity Building Adolescent Nutrition
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Challenges:

1. The effective implementation of the schemes has been major hindrance
in achieving the target.
2. Lack of experts and technocrats at the village level.
3. Involvement of various players in the implementation.

*************************

Pradhan Mantri Vaya Vandan Yojana (PMVVY):
In news: Government has launched the ‘Pradhan Mantri Vaya Vandana
Yojana (PMVVY)’ to provide social security during old age and to protect
elderly persons aged 60 years and above against a future fall in their
interest income due to uncertain market conditions.

Key features of the scheme:








The scheme enables old age income security for senior citizens
through provision of assured pension/return linked to the
subscription amount based on government guarantee to Life
Insurance Corporation of India (LIC).
The scheme is open for subscription for a period of one year i.e. from
4thMay, 2017 to 3rd May, 2018.
The scheme provides an assured return of 8% per annum for 10
years.
The scheme is exempted from Service Tax/ GST.
Loan upto 75% of Purchase Price shall be allowed after 3 policy years
(to meet the liquidity needs). Loan interest shall be recovered from the
pension installments and loan to be recovered from claim proceeds.
Minimum purchase price under the scheme is Rs.1,50,000/- for a
minimum pension of Rs. 1,000/- per month and the maximum
purchase price is Rs.7,50,000/- for a maximum pension of Rs.5,000/per month.

Significance of the Scheme:
1. It will provide social & economical security.
2. It will help the Government to provide sustainable funding.
3. It will ensure the sustainable income to the elderly.
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4. A comprehensive coverage of insurance.

**********************

Samagra Shiksha Programme:
Why in News?

The HRD ministry has launched the holistic educational

programme. It is a flagship programme of the government for the overall
development of the children.

Highlights/objectives of the programme:


It aims to make school education an integrated whole from pre-school
to Class-12.
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The programme will subsume three existing schemes: Sarva Shiksha
Abhiyan (SSA), Rashtriya Madhyamik Shikskha Abhiyan (RMSA)
and Teacher Education (TE).



It will focus on quality education and enhancing learning outcomes of
students, bridging social and gender gaps in the school education, and
promoting vocalisation of education.



Empowerment of girls.



The upgradation of Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vidyalayas (KGBVs) has
been extended from class VI-VIII to class VI-XII.



Upgradation of KGBVs from Class 6-8 to Class 6-12.



Allocation for Children with Special Needs has increased from Rs. 3000
to Rs. 3500 per child per annum. Stipend of Rs. 200 per month for
Girls with Special Needs from Classes 1 to 12.

Challenges & Way forward:









Infrastructure development
Focus on quality education ( good & trained teaching staff)
Technical and vocational education
Leveraging technology
Building good assessment systems
Gender studies education
Skills Development
More expenditure on education

*****************************

Swajal Scheme:
Why in News?

The ministry of drinking water and sanitation has
recently launched Swajal schemes in 115 aspirational districts to provide clean
drinking water. The government has selected some backward (aspirational
districts ) for rapid transformation by 2022 .
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It will be a part of National Rural Drinking Water Programme (NRDWP)
budget.

About the scheme:







These schemes will aim to provide villages with piped water supply
powered by solar energy.
The scheme will train hundreds of rural technicians for operation and
maintenance of Swajal units.
Besides ensuring the availability of clean drinking water to every
household round the year, the project would also generate employment.
Swajal is a community owned drinking water programme for sustained
drinking water supply.
Under the scheme, 90% of the project cost will be taken care by the
Government and the remaining 10% of the project cost will be
contributed by the community.
The Operations and management of the project will be taken care by the
local villagers.

***********************

ART/CULTURE/ARCHITECTURE:

The Geographical Indication (GI) tag for rural craft:
In News:

The 5 rural crafts of West Bengal (The Chau mask, the wooden mask of
Kushmandi, the Patachitra, the Dokras of Bengal, and Madhurkathi) have
got the GI tag by the Geographical Indication Registry and Intellectual Property
India.

Significance of GI Tag:




It will help the artisans create their own brand.
It will also provide legal protection to artisans practicing the crafts
against attempts to duplicate them in other regions.
It will also have a direct impact on the occupation of 5,000-6,000 families
in the State.
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About The Geographical Indication (GI):
A geographical indication (GI) is a sign used on products that have a specific geographical
origin and possess qualities or a reputation that are due to that origin.




In order to function as a GI, a sign must identify a product as originating in a
given place.
The qualities, characteristics or reputation of the product should be essentially due
to the place of origin.
A GI is primarily an agricultural, natural or a manufactured product
(handicrafts and industrial goods) originating from a definite geographical territory.

International mechanism:
1. Under WTO–> Trade related Intellectual property rights (TRIPS), the Member nations
have to respect geographical indications.
2. They’ve to take measures to prevent violation of GI rights. (e.g. order custom authorities
seize bogus products.)
3.If a product enjoys GI status in member nation “A” then, Member nation “B” should
not grant trademark for the same
About Trademark:
 Product comes from a particular enterprise/company.
 Right enjoyed by only one person/company=individual right.
 Can be goods (mobile, PC etc) or service (e.g. music, spa etc.).
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Some of the registered geographical indications includes, agricultural goods
like Darjeeling tea, Malabar Pepper, Bangalore Blue Grapes, manufactured goods
like Pochampalli
Ikat, Kancheepuram
Silk,
solapuri
chadars Bagh
Prints, Madhubani paintings etc.

***************
Tholu Bommalata :
In News:

Tholu Bommalata, the shadow puppet theatre tradition,

has lost lustre with only a handful of families fighting against odds to
nurture the art-form practiced by their ancestors for centuries, in the
wake of the western cultural onslaught.

About shadow puppet theatre tradition:
 Shadow puppets are flat figures. They are cut out of leather, which has
been treated to make it translucent. Shadow puppets are pressed against
the screen with a strong source of light behind it.
 The manipulation between the light and the screen make silhouettes or
colourful shadows, as the case may be, for the viewers who sit in front
of the screen.
 This tradition of shadow puppets survives in Orissa. Kerala, Andhra
Pradesh, Karnataka, Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu.

About Tholu Bommalata:


Tholu Bommalata is the shadow puppet theatre tradition of the
state of Andhra Pradesh. Tholu Bommalata literally means “the
dance of leather puppets”.
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The puppeteers make up some of the various entertainers who
perform all night and usually reenact various stories from Hindu
epics such as the Ramayana and Mahabharata.



The temple festival in each and every village does not end without a
puppet show bringing to life the mythological characters.

What is needed?
1. Adequate patronage to the folk tradition in the era of globalization.
2. Setting up an academy to protect the folk art for posterity.
3. The government should involve them in popularizing welfare schemes.

Other forms of puppet arts:
String Puppets: Marionettes having jointed limbs controlled by strings allow far greater
flexibility and are, therefore, the most articulate of the puppets. Rajasthan, Orissa,
Karnataka and Tamil Nadu are some of the regions where this form of puppetry has
flourished.
Ex-Kathputli-Rajasthan,

Kundhei-Orissa,

Gombeyatta-Karnataka, Bommalattam-

Tamil Nadu

Rod Puppets: Rod puppets are an extension of glove-puppets, but often much larger and
supported and manipulated by rods from below. This form of puppetry now is found
mostly in West Bengal and Orissa.
Ex- Putul Nautch- West Bengal ,Yampuri- Bihar

Glove Puppets: Glove puppets are also known as sleeve, hand or palm puppets. The
head is made of either papier mache, cloth or wood, with two hands emerging from just
below the neck. The rest of the figure consists of a long flowing skirt.
The tradition of glove puppets in India is popular in Uttar Pradesh, Orissa, West Bengal
and Kerala
Ex- Pavakoothu -Kerala
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Facts For Prelims Cyclone sagar:

Cyclone ‘Sagar’ is a tropical cyclone in Arabian Sea. It is the first cyclonic
storm of the season to develop in the Indian waters. Presently in Gulf of Aden,
Cyclone Sagar is also expected to affect Somalia; Ethiopia, Djibouti.

 Nidaan:
It is a new software launched in Rajasthan for presumptive diagnosis
and monitoring of seasonal and non-communicable diseases as well as the
trends of ailments found in specific areas. It is expected to help in formulation
of specific action plans for control of diseases.

 Surya Kiran-xiii:
It is a joint Military Exercise between India and Nepal that was conducted at
Pithoragarh.


Aadi Perukku: It is commonly known as the Aadi monsoon festival
and also written as Aadiperukku is a Tamil festival celebrated on the
18th day of the Tamil month of Adi (mid-July to mid-August). The
festival pays tribute to water's life-sustaining properties.

 Socotra island:
It is an island in Yemen from where stranded Indians were rescued under ‘Operation
Nistar’ due to the Cyclone Mekunu which hit that area .

 Kaleshwaram project and Upper Pravara (Nilwande-II)
Project:



The Kaleshwaram Project of Telangana: It involves diversion of Godavari
water for irrigation and drinking water purposes.
The Upper Pravara (Nilwande-II) Project of Maharashtra: It involves
diversion water for irrigation and drinking water purposes.

 Swachh Iconic Places:


Phase I iconic places are: Ajmer Sharif Dargah, CST Mumbai, Golden
Temple, Kamakhya Temple, Maikarnika Ghat, Meenakshi Temple, Shri Mata
Vaishno Devi, Shree Jagannath Temple, The Taj Mahal and Tirupati Temple.
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Phase II included Gangotri, Yamunotri, Mahakaleshwar Temple,
Charminar, Convent and Church of St. Francis of Assisi, Kalady,
Gommateswara, Baidyanath Dham, Gaya Tirth and Somnath temple.



Phase III includes Raghavendra Swamy Temple (Kurnool, Andhra Pradesh);
Hazardwari Palace (Murshidabad, West Bengal); Brahma Sarovar Temple
(Kurukshetra, Haryana); VidurKuti (Bijnor, Uttar Pradesh); Mana village (Chamoli,
Uttarakhand); Pangong Lake (Leh-Ladakh, J&K); Nagvasuki Temple (Allahabad,
Uttar Pradesh); ImaKeithal/market (Imphal, Manipur); Sabarimala Temple
(Kerala); and Kanvashram (Uttarakhand).

 Nikkei Asia Prize:
Context: Noted social reformer and founder of Sulabh International
Bindeshwar Pathak was recently honored with Japan’s prestigious ‘Nikkei
Asia Prize for Culture and Community’. The award was given to him for his
significant work in tackling poor hygiene and discrimination.
About the award:



It was launched in1996 by the Nikkei inc of Japan and given in the fields
of regional growth, science and culture.
Former PM Manmohan Singh and Infosys Chairman Narayan Murti
are among the few Indians who have won the prize in the past.

 Water Management Index:

It will be started by NiTi Aayog.

 North- Eastern Council (NEC):
NE Council (EST. By NE act 1971, statutory body,) with 8 state including
Sikkim; CM's & Governors are members.
Chairman-: Union Home Minister

 Assumption Island:
After a growing political opposition, Seychelles Government has cancelled the
agreement with India for the development of Assumption Island.
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 Chlorophyll-f:






The plants use chlorophyll, technically chlorophyll-a, that is sensitive to
visible red light from the sun.
It turns out there is another type of chlorophyll that uses near-infrared light
instead.
Called chlorophyll-f, it is found in a wide range of cyanobacteria (bluegreen algae) when they grow in near-infrared light.
It is also found in shaded conditions such as bacterial mats in Yellowstone
and in beach rock in Australia.
It also occurs in a cupboard fitted with infrared LEDs, as was recently done
by researchers at the Imperial College London.

 Hodeidah Airport:
Al-Hudaydah also known in English as Hodeidah, is the fourth-largest
city in Yemen and its principal port on the Red Sea. It was under the
control of the Houthi rebels since 2015.
 Banks Board Bureau (BBB):
 It was set up in February 2016 as an autonomous body– based on the
recommendations of the RBI-appointed Nayak Committee.
 It was the part of Indradhanush Plan of government.
 Its broad agenda was to improve governance at state-owned lenders. Its
mandate also involved advising the government on top-level bank
appointments and assisting banks with capital-raising plans as well as
strategies to deal with bad loans.

 National Data Centre:
Context: The Centre will set up the country’s biggest data centre in Bhopal
with a capacity to host five lakh virtual servers.
 It will be set up by the National Informatics Centre (NIC), under the
Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY).
 This will be the fifth National Data Centre after the ones at
Bhubaneswar, Delhi, Hyderabad and Pune.
 Panmunjom Declaration
Recently, North Korea and South Korea signed Panmunjom Declaration.
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The two Koreas confirmed the common goal of realizing, through
complete denuclearization, a nuclear-free Korean Peninsula and “greed to
carry out their respective roles and responsibilities in this regard.
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