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NATIONAL EVENTS 
 

Gujarat and Himachal Pradesh 
Election-2017 
 On December 18, 2017, election results of 
Himachal Pradesh and Gujarat Legislative 
Assembly were declared by the Election 
Commission. 
 Significantly, the term of the 12th Assembly 
of Himachal Pradesh ends on January 7, 2018 
and the term of the 13th Assembly of Gujarat 
ends on 22 January 2018. 
Himachal Pradesh Legislative Assembly- 
 Under the notification issued by the Election 
Commission, the Assembly elections of 
Himachal Pradesh concluded on November 9, 
2017 in single phase. 
 In the 68 member’s Himachal Pradesh 
assembly elections, a total of 74.61 percent 
voting was registered. 
 In the declared election results, BJP got 44 
seats with 48.8 percent votes. The ruling 
Congress National Congress (INC) got a total of 
21 seats, with 41.7 percent of the votes. 
 In addition, the Communist Party of India 
(Marxist) got 1 seat and two independent 
candidates won. 
 In this election, Nota received 34232 votes, 
with 0.9 percent votes. 
 For the majority in the Himachal Pradesh 
assembly, it is necessary to win over 35 seats. 
 Thus, in Himachal Pradesh, the BJP won by a 
huge majority. 
 On December 27th, 2017, BJP leader Jai Ram 
Thakur took oath as the new Chief Minister of 
Himachal Pradesh. 
 Governor Acharya Debavrat administered his 
oath of office and secrecy. 
 It is notable that Jai Ram Thakur defeated 
Chetram (Indian National Congress) from the 
Seraj assembly constituency. 
 He has been elected for the Himachal Pradesh 
Assembly continuously since 1998. 
 He has had been the Minister of Panchayati 
Raj and Rural Development in Himachal 
Pradesh BJP Government headed by Prem 
Kumar Dhumal. 
 

Gujarat Assembly- 
 There are a total of 182 seats in the Gujarat 
assembly, out of which 13 seats are reserved for 
Scheduled Castes and 27 seats for Scheduled 
Tribes. 
 The Gujarat assembly elections were 
organized in two phases by the Election 
Commission. 
 In the first phase, the elections for 89 
constituencies were held on December 9, 2017 
and election for 93 constituencies was held in 
the second phase on December 17, 2017. 
 A total of 68.41 percent voting was registered 
in the Gujarat assembly elections. 
 In the result of the Gujarat assembly election 
declared on December 18, 2017, Bharatiya 
Janata Party won 99 seats with 49.1 percent of 
the total votes, while the Indian National 
Congress got 77 seats with 41.4 percent of the 
total votes. 
 Apart from this, the Nationalist Congress 
Party has won 1 seat, the Indian Tribune Party 
won 2 seats and 3 Independent candidates won. 
 It is notable that in Gujarat Legislative 
Assembly elections, NOTA won 551615 votes, 
with 1.8 percent of the votes. 
 BJP has won for the sixth consecutive time in 
the Gujarat assembly elections. 
 On December 26, 2017, Vijay Rupani took 
oath as the 16th Chief Minister of Gujarat. 
 Governor O.P. Kohli administered his oath of 
office and secrecy. 
 At the same time, Nitin Patel took the oath of 
office and secrecy as Deputy Chief Minister of 
the state. 
 Vijay Rupani became Chief Minister of 
Gujarat for the second time. 
 Earlier on August 7th, 2016, he became the 
Chief Minister of Gujarat in place of Anandiben 
Patel. 
 Vijay Rupani was born on August 2, 1956 in 
Rangoon (currently Yangon, Myanmar). 
 He was a Rajya Sabha member between the 
years 2006-2012. 
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National Conference on E-Courts 
Project 
 On December 8th, 2017, the eCommittee, of 
the Supreme Court of India in association with 
the Department of Justice (DoJ) of the 
Government of India held a two day National 
Conference in New Delhi on December 2nd and 
3rd. 
 In this conference all the Central Project 
Coordinators of various High Courts connected 
with the ongoing National eCourts Project along 
with eCommittee Members, senior officers from 
DoJ, NIC and many other senior judicial officers 
participated. 
 The Conference was chaired by the Hon’ble 
Mr. Justice Madan B. Lokur the Judge-In-
Charge of eCommittee and co-Chaired by Dr. 
Alok Srivastava, Secretary DoJ. 
 The Conference focused on the progress, 
sharing of best practices, experiences, important 
issues and emerging challenges under the 
Project. 
 The eCourts Mission Mode Project (Phase I 
2010-15; Phase II 2015-19) is a national 
eGovernance project for ICT enablement of 
district and subordinate courts of the country. 
 It is being implemented by the Government of 
India with a total outlay of 1670 crores (Phase 
II). 
The major objectives of the Project are as 
follows: 
 To make whole judicial system ICT enabled 
by putting in place adequate and modern 
hardware and connectivity; automation of 
workflow management in all courts; 
 Electronic movement of records from 
taluka/trial to appeal courts; installation of video 
conferencing (VC) facility and recording of 
witness through Video Conferencing; 
 Connecting all courts in the country to the 
National Judicial Data Grid (NJDG) through 
WAN and additional redundant connectivity; 
 Citizen centric facilities such as electronic 
filing, e-payment and use of mobile applications 
in all courts; touch screen based kiosks in each 
court complex, full computerization of State and 
district level judicial and service academies and 
centres. 

 Specific targets set under the Project include: 
 Computerization of all the courts (around 
20400) and DLSA and TLSC; WAN and cloud 
connectivity in 3500 court complexes; 
 Full Installation and use of Video 
Conferencing facility at 3000 Court Complexes 
and 1150 prisons; and 
 Charting out key identified citizen services 
like electronic filing, daily orders, delivery of 
decrees, online case status in all the district 
courts etc. 
 
New Solar Power Policy-2017 
On December 5, 2017, the Uttar Pradesh 
Cabinet approved the New Solar Power Policy, 
2017. 
 The objective of this policy is to reduce the 
gap between the huge potential of generation of 
electricity by solar energy and the gap between 
fulfillment and availability of energy demand. 
 The validity period of this policy will be 5 
years from the date of issue. 
 As per the estimation of the Government of 
India during the policy operation period, the 
target of setting up a total of 10700 MW Grid 
Connected Solar Power Project has been fixed. 
 Estimation of total targeted capacity 10,700 
MW will decrease annually in 13669250 tonnes 
of carbon dioxide emissions, which will be 
equivalent to carbon dioxide absorbed by 
64200000 trees annually. 
 For the purpose of making solar panels 
available at affordable rates to promote solar 
power, the state government to encourage grid 
connected Rooftop Solar Power Plant, has made 
a provision of grant of Rs. 15000/kilowatt, 
maximum Rs 3,000 per kilowatt per electricity 
consumer. 
 This grant will be in addition to the grants 
provided by the Government of India. 
 With this policy, the grant by the State 
Government will be given on the establishment 
of the first 100 MW capacities, of which 
approximately 50000 electricity consumers will 
be benefited. 
 With a view to simplifying the installation of 
solar rooftop, Rooftop Solar Power Plant upto 
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10 kilowatt capacity has been kept free from 
electrical safety inspection. 
 The height of the module structure of the 
Rooftop Solar Panel will not be recorded in 
addition to the total height of the building which 
is permissible under the building bylaws. 
 With the aim of reducing consumption of 
mutual power and reducing the electricity bill, 
grid composite solar rooftop plants will be 
established by third party on government /semi-
government buildings. 
 For the first time, by establishing the solar 
power project in the state and the power 
produced from it allowed to sell by power or by 
the electrical distribution company or third party 
at 100 percent captive use / mass captive utility 
or partial production. 
 On the sale of Interstate Solar Power, Cross 
Subsidy Surcharge and Wheeling Charge for the 
Intergovernmental Trans Mission Mechanism. 
100% discount on transmission charge will be 
provided. 
 On sale of state-run solar power to third 
parties or on wheeling / transposition charges or 
on captive use, 50 percent discount will be 
provided. 
 Establishment of standalone solar power 
projects in Bundelkhand and Purvanchal areas 
of the state, expenditure will be borne by the 
Government for fixed kilometer of grid 
combination and construction of solar power 
projects. 
 To encourage private participation in the state 
and attract investment, the establishment of 
solar park in public and private sector has been 
made under the policy. 
 Public sector Mega Solar Park will be 
established by the State Government in view of 
the possibility of land availability in 
Bundelkhand region. 
 The state government will provide special 
incentives for the establishment of Solar Parks. 
 
Year End Review 2017: Ministry of 
Space 
 On December 26, 2017, Year End Review, 
2017 was released by the Department of Space. 

The main facts related to this review are as 
follows: 
 Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) 
has launched 104 satellites, in a single launch, 
onboard PSLV-C37 on February 15, 2017. 
 31 satellites were also launched, in a single 
launch, on-board PSLV-C38 on June 23, 2017. 
 These satellites include – Two Indian 
Cartosat-2 series satellites, two Indian Nano-
Satellites, one Nano satellite from Indian 
University and 130 foreign satellites from 19 
countries. 
 These 19 countries were Austria, Belgium, 
Chile, Czech Republic, France, Finland, 
Germany, Italy, Israel, Japan, Kazakhstan, 
Latvia, Lithuania, Slovakia, Switzerland, The 
Netherlands, UAE, UK and USA. 
 The Cartosat-2 series satellites are placed in a 
sun synchronous orbit with a designed mission 
life of 5 years. 
 The main objective of these satellites is to 
provide high resolution images of earth’s 
surface at sub-meter resolution (Black & White 
image) and at 2 meter resolution (4-band 
coloured image). 
 India’s Geosynchronous Satellite Launch 
Vehicle Mark-II (GSLV-F09) successfully 
launched the 2230 kg South Asia Satellite 
(GSAT-9) into its planned Geosynchronous 
Transfer Orbit (GTO) on May 05, 2017. 
 The launch of GSLV was its eleventh and 
took place from the Second Launch Pad at the 
Satish Dhawan Space Centre SHAR (SDSC 
SHAR), Sriharikota, the spaceport of India. 
 This was the fourth consecutive success 
achieved by GSLV carrying indigenously 
developed Cryogenic Upper Stage. 
 The first developmental flight (GSLV MkIII-
D1) of India’s heavy lift launch vehicle GSLV 
Mk-III was successfully conducted on June 05, 
2017 from Satish Dhawan Space Centre SHAR, 
Sriharikota with the launch of GSAT-19 
satellite. 
 This was the first orbital mission of GSLV 
MkIII which was mainly intended to evaluate 
the vehicle performance including that of its 
fully indigenous cryogenic upper stage during 
the flight. 
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 Weighing 3136 kg at lift-off, GSAT-19 
became the heaviest satellite launched from the 
Indian soil. 
 On June 29, 2017, GSAT-17 became India’s 
third communication satellite to successfully 
reach orbit in two months. GSAT-17 was 
launched by the European Ariane 5 Launch 
Vehicle from Kourou, French Guiana. 
 A two-day International Seminar on Indian 
Space Programme: ‘Trends and Opportunities 
for Industry’ was organized in New Delhi on 
November 20-21, 2017. 
 AstroSat, India’s multi-wavelength space 
telescope completed two years in orbit during 
the year and has successfully accomplished the 
difficult task of measuring X-ray polarisation. 
 An exhibition highlighting the achievements 
of Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) 
was inaugurated by the MoS Dr Jitendra Singh, 
in Surat, Gujarat on September 29, 2017. 
 Mars Orbiter Mission successfully completed 
three years in its orbit on September 24, 2017, 
surviving well beyond its designed mission life 
of six months. 
 SRO and Jet Propulsion Laboratory 
(JPL)/NASA are jointly working on the 
development of Dual Frequency (L&S band) 
Synthetic Aperture Radar Imaging Satellite 
named as NASA-ISRO Synthetic Aperture 
Radar (NISAR). 
 
Year End Review-2017: Ministry of 
Drinking Water and Sanitation 
(a) Swachh Bharat Mission was launched on 
October 2nd, 2014. 
(b) 10 States and Union Territories of India are 
free from defecation in the open. 
(c) Except for October 2, 2019, the goal of India 
free from defecation is to be achieved. 
(d) ‘Swachh Shakti’ was organized in Mahatma 
Mandir,Gandhinagar on March 8th, 2017. 
 On 20th December, 2017, Year End Review-
2017 of Ministry of Drinking Water and 
Sanitation was released. 
The main facts related to this are as follows: 
 Accelerate the efforts to achieve universal 
sanitation coverage and to put focus on access to 
safe sanitation. 

 SBM aims at achieving Open Defecation Free 
(ODF) nation and a Swachh Bharat by 2nd Oct, 
2019 thereby paying a befitting tribute on 
his150th anniversary. 
 Sanitation Coverage at the launch of SBM 
(G) on 2nd Oct, 2014 was 38.70%. This has 
increased to 74.15% as on 18th Dec, 2017. 
 225 districts have been declared open-
defecation free. 
 8 States and Union Territories: Sikkim, 
Himachal Pradesh, Kerala, Uttarakhand, 
Haryana, Gujarat, Daman-Diu and Chandigarh 
have been declared as free from open 
defecation. 
 2, 92,896 villages have been declared free 
from open- defection. 
 With the objective of bringing a fortnight of 
intense focus on the issues and practices of 
Swachhhata by engaging Central Ministries and 
Departments in their jurisdiction, Swachhata 
Pakhwada was started in April 2016. 
 All 4470 villages located across 52 districts of 
Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand 
and West Bengal has been declared ODF with 
active help of state governments. 
 Ministry has taken up 24 villages on the bank 
of River Ganga to transform them as Ganga 
Grams in coordination with NMCG. 
 SAP, a first of its kind inter-ministerial 
programme for Swachhta was started on 1st 
April 2017. 
 Ministry has taken up a multi-stakeholder 
initiative focusing on cleaning up 100 places 
across India that are “iconic” due to their 
heritage, religious and/or cultural significance. 
 So far in first two phases, 20 iconic places 
have been taken up. 
 All these 20 Iconic Sites have designated 
PSUs or corporates for financial and technical 
support. 
 Swachh Shakti was organized on March 8th, 
2017, International Women’s Day, at Mahatma 
Mandir, Gandhinagar. 
 During 9-15 August, 2017, Freedom from 
Open Defecation week was organized. 
 ‘Swachh Sankalp se Swachh Siddhi 
Competition’was organized during August 17th-
8th September, 2017. 
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 Aiming at Behavior Change, an aggressive 
mass media campaign titled ‘Darwaza Band’ 
was launched to encourage continuous use of 
toilets. 
 Swachhata Hi Seva (SHS) was organized 
from September 16th-October 2nd, 2017. 
 
International Herbal Fair 2017 
 From December 14t-20th, 2017, a 7 days 
International Herbal Fair was held in Bhopal, 
Madhya Pradesh. 
 This fair was organized jointly by the Forest 
Department and State Minor Forest Produce 
association. 
 This fair was launched by Dr. Harsh Vardhan, 
Minister for Environment, Forest and Climate 
Change. 
 In this fair, participants from different regions 
participated in Bhutan, Nepal, Malaysia, Sri 
Lanka as well. 
 About 300 stalls of herbs collected from 
different districts of the state were planted in the 
Mela, where the sale of herbs was sold. 
 During the fair, workshop and Ayurvedic 
medical camps, buyer-seller conference, small 
forest conservation and marketing were 
organized. 
 In addition to the varied colorful cultural 
programs, there were also programs of puppetry, 
street plays and folklore. 
 It is known that this fair was also held in 
Bhopal in the last year. 
 
NGT banned plastic items at the banks 
of the river Ganges 
 On December 15th, 2017, the National Green 
Tribunal (NGT) imposed full restrictions on 
things made from plastic such as carry bags, 
plates and spoons in cities like Haridwar and 
Rishikesh situated on the bank of river Ganga. 
 The bench chaired by NGT Chairman Justice 
Swatantra Kumar also stopped the sale, 
manufacturing and storage of such things till 
Uttarkashi. 
 The NGT said in its order that those who will 
violate the order be fined Rs 5,000. 
 Along with this, action will also be taken 
against the wrongful officials. 

 The NGT passed the order after mentioning 
that despite its earlier order, plastic bags are 
being used in these areas, which is causing 
pollution in Ganga River. 
 It is worth mentioning that this latest order 
was passed by the Green Unit hearing on 
Environmentalist M.C. Mehta’s petition. 
 
Fourth India – Australia - Japan 
trilateral talks 
 On December 13th, 2017, the fourth India-
Australia Japan Trilateral Dialogue was 
concluded in New Delhi. 
 In this dialogue was attended by India’s 
Foreign Secretary Dr. S. Jayashankar, Secretary 
of Foreign and Business 
Department of Australia, Francis Adamson and 
Deputy Foreign Minister Shinsuke J. Sugiyama 
of Japan. 
 The three sides highlighted the growing 
convergence of their respective countries’ 
interests in the Indo-Pacific region and 
underscored their shared commitment to peace, 
democracy, economic growth and a rules-based 
order in the region. 
 They underscored their support for ASEAN 
centrality in the political and security 
architecture of the Indo-Pacific region. 
 The three sides stressed the need for greater 
collaboration on maritime security and domain 
awareness and disaster response capabilities. 
 They also renewed their resolve to fight the 
scourge of terrorism in all its forms and 
manifestations and stressed the need for 
enhanced cooperation on counterterrorism. 
 They deliberated on strengthening regional 
connectivity as well. 
 The three sides welcomed the regular 
meetings of this important dialogue mechanism. 
The Japanese vice Minister proposed to host the 
next round in Tokyo. 
 
Crime in India 2016- Statistics 
 On November 30th, 2017, Union Home 
Minister, Shri Rajnath Singh released the 
‘Crime in India – 2016’ published by the 
National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB), 
Ministry of Home Affairs. 
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 It is for the first time, for 19 Metropolitan 
cities (having population above 2 million) also, 
chapters on “Violent Crimes”,” Crime Against 
Women”,” Crime Against Children”, “Juveniles 
in conflict with law”, “Crime Against SC/STs”, 
“Economic Crimes”,” Cyber Crimes”,” Crime 
Against Senior Citizens” and “Disposal of Cases 
by Police and Court” have been included in the 
report. 
 In addition to first time Statistics on the 
seizures of Arms, Ammunitions, Drugs and 
Currency by CAPFs/CPOs (Assam Rifles, CISF, 
BSF, CRPF, NIA and SSB). 
 Murder cases in the country have shown 
declining trends during the last three years. 
Murder cases decreased by 5.2% in 2015-16, 
from 32,127 cases in 2015 to 30,450 cases in 
2016. 
 For States perspective, Uttar Pradesh 
accounted for 9.5% of total IPC crime reported 
in the 
 The highest cases of crime were registered in 
Uttar Pradesh followed by followed by Madhya 
Pradesh (8.9%), Maharashtra (8.8%) and Kerala 
(8.7). 
 Cases under ‘Crime Against Women’ have 
reported a marginal decrease in the year 2016 
(3,38,954) compared to the year 2014 
(3,39,457), however for 2016, it is a marginal 
increase compared to 2015 (3,29,243). 
 Delhi City accounted for 38.8% of total IPC 
cri me reported in the cities followed by 
Bengaluru (8.9%) and Mumbai (7.7%). 
 According to the report, the incidents of 
murder were highest in Uttar Pradesh. 
 4,889 cases of murder were reported here, 
which is 16.1 percent of the total cases. 
 After this, the maximum 2,581 (8.4%) 
incidents of murder were registered in Bihar. 
 In the year 2014, 14.5 percent of the total 
cases of crimes against women (49,262 cases) 
were held in Uttar Pradesh. After this, West 
Bengal is at second with 9.6 percent (32,513) 
cases. 
 Rape incidents rose 12.4 percent in the year 
2016 compared to year 2015. 

 According to the Reports, the highest rape 
cases took place in Madhya Pradesh and Uttar 
Pradesh. 
 Out of total incidents, 12.5 percent were in 
Madhya Pradesh, 12.4 percent in UP and 10.7 
percent in Maharashtra. 
 
Cabinet approves setting up of 
National Nutrition Mission 
 On November 30th, 2017, Union Cabinet 
chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi 
yesterday has approved setting up of National 
Nutrition Mission (NNM). 
 The mission is commencing from 2017-18 
with a three year budget of Rs.9046.17 crore. 
 The NNM, as an apex body, will monitor, 
supervise, fix targets and guide the nutrition 
related interventions across the Ministries. 
The proposal consists of- 
 Mapping of various Schemes contributing 
towards addressing malnutrition 
 Introducing a very robust convergence 
mechanism 
 ICT based Real Time Monitoring system 
 Incentivizing States/UTs for meeting the 
targets 
 Incentivizing Anganwadi Workers (AWWs) 
for using IT based tools 
 Eliminating registers used by AWWs 
 Introducing measurement of height of 
children at the Anganwadi Centres (AWCs) 
Social Audits 
 Setting-up Nutrition Resource Centres, 
involving masses through Jan Andolan for their 
participation on nutrition through various 
activities, among others. 
 This program will take measures to reduce the 
level of weight loss of children, short nutrition, 
deficiency of blood and at the time of birth, 
through targets. 
 More than 10 crore people will be benefitted 
by this programme. All the States and districts 
will be covered in a phased manner i.e. 315 
districts in 2017-18, 235 districts in 2018-19 and 
remaining districts in 2019-20. 
 An amount of 9046.17 crore will be expended 
for three years commencing from 2017-18. 
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 This will be funded by Government 
Budgetary Support (50%) and 50% by IBRD or 
other MDB. Government budgetary support 
would be 60:40 between Centre and States/UTs, 
90:10 for NER and Himalayan States and 100% 
for UTs without legislature. 
 Total Government of India share over a 
period of three years would be Rs. 2849.54 
crore. 
 NNM targets to reduce stunting, under-
nutrition, anemia (among young children, 
women and adolescent girls) and reduce low 
birth weight by 2%, 2%, 3% and 2% per annum 
respectively. 
 
Expansion in the National Capital 
Region 
 On December 4th, 2017 in the 37thmeeting of 
the National Capital Region Planning Board 
(NCRPB) chaired by Shri Hardeep Singh Puri, 
Minister of State(IC), Housing & Urban Affairs, 
approved the inclusion of Shamli district of 
Uttar Pradesh in NCR. 
 Thus, now in the National Capital Region, 8 
districts of Uttar Pradesh (Meerut, Ghaziabad, 
Gautam Buddha Nagar, Bulandshahr, Hapur, 
Baghpat, Muzaffarnagar and Shamli) have been 
included. 
 It is worth mentioning that four states Delhi, 
Haryana, Uttar Pradesh and Rajasthan are 
included in National Capital Region. 
 Now in NCR there will be 23 districts 
(including Haryana 13, Uttar Pradesh 8 and 2 
districts of Rajasthan) beside Delhi. 
 The NCR includes 13 districts (Faridabad, 
Guru Gram, Mewat, Rohtak, Sonepat, Rewari, 
Jhajjar, Panipat, Palwal, Bhiwani, 
Mahendergarh, Jind and Karnal) of Haryana and 
2 districts of Rajasthan (Alwar and Bharatpur). 
 The NCR is one of the first experimental 
regions in the country. 
 This is a unique example of the Inter-State 
Regional Development Planning for the 
development of affiliated areas by keeping the 
national capital at the center. 
 
 
 

Inauguration of the first phase of 
Chabahar Port 
 
 On December 3, 2017, Iranian President 
Hassan Rohani inaugurated the first phase of 
Chabahar port. 
 India, Afghanistan and regional 
representatives were also present on this 
occasion. 
 Simultaneously, bypassing Pakistan a new 
strategic transit route has opened among three 
countries Iran, India and Afghanistan. 
 Chabahar port is an important port on the 
banks of the Gulf of Oman in southeastern Iran, 
which offers a minimum distance of sea route to 
trade with South Asian countries in Asia. 
 Chabahar port is important for both business 
and strategic approaches to India. 
 Strategically, it provides a sea route to India 
for Afghanistan. 
 Apart from this, it will also balance the 
Gwadar port (Baluchistan, Pakistan), which is 
being developed by the China. 
 In the view of business it is a better option for 
trading with Central Asia than India’s 
dependence on Pakistan. 
 It is to be mentioned that the first phase of the 
Chabahar port project was inaugurated with the 
Shaheed Beheshti port in Chabahar and its first 
phase was called ‘Shaheed Beheshti Port’. 
 It is worth noting that almost a month ago; 
India sent the first shipyard of wheat to the 
Afghanistan through the sea route through the 
Chabahar Port. 
 
48th International Film Festival of 
India-2017 
 During 20th-28th November, 2017, India’s 
48th International Film Festival of India was 
held in Panaji, Goa. 
 This year Canada was chosen as Focus 
Country in 48th IFFI 2017. 
 This year’s IFFI theme was ‘Connecting the 
World through Stories’. 
 On November 21st, 2017, famous actress 
Sridevi inaugurated the 48th IFFI Panorama. 
 During the inauguration, the audience was 
introduced to the official selection of 26 feature 
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and 16 non-feature films of IFFI under the 
Indian Panorama 2017 category. 
 In IFFI-2017, about 195 films from over 82 
countries were exhibited. 
 Of which 10 were world premieres, 10 Asian 
and international premieres and more than 64 
Indian premieres. 
 The exhibition of the films was inaugurated 
with the performance of Iranian master Majeedis 
first film featured in India ‘Beyond the Clouds’. 
While the festival ended with Pablo Caesar’s 
Indo-Argentine co-production ‘Thinking of 
him’. This film is based on an episode of 
Gurudev Ravindra Nath Tagore’s life. 
 The Golden Peacock Award for Best Film of 
this Festival was awarded to the film directed by 
Moroccan-born film director Sebile Campello, 
‘120 Bits per Minutes’. 
 This film is made on the backdrop of the 
homosexuality and AIDS epidemic spread in 
France in the 1990s. Its world premiere was held 
at the 2017 Cannes Film Festival. 
 China’s director Vivian Qu won the best 
director award for her film ‘Angels wear White’. 
 Best Actor Male Award was awarded to 
Nahuel Perez Biscayart for his film ‘120 Bits 
‘Per Minute. 
 Parvathy Thiruvoth Kottuvatta was given the 
Best Actress Award for her Malayalam film 
‘Take-Off’. 
 Famous actor Amitabh Bachchan was 
awarded the Best Indian Film Personality of the 
Year for his contribution to Indian cinema. 
 In the 48th IFFI, Canadian filmmaker Atom 
Egoyan was awarded the Lifetime Achievement 
Award. 
 Marathi film ‘Kshitij- A Horizon’ was 
awarded the ICFT UNESCO Gandhi Medal. 
 In this festival world’s first 3D film in the 
Sanskrit language, ‘Anurakti’ was performed. 
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INTERNATIONAL 
EVENTS 

 
3rd Annual Meeting of Board of 
Governors of Asian Infrastructure 
Investment Bank 
 3rd Annual Meeting of the Board of 
Governors of AIIB will be organized at Mumbai 
on 25th and 26th June 2018. 
 India will host this Meeting. 
 The Theme of the Annual Meeting, 2018 will 
be “Mobilizing Finance for Infrastructure: 
Innovation and Collaboration”. 
 The Annual Meeting will bring to Mumbai 
the delegates from all 80 AIIB Member 
countries, business leaders, members of civil 
society organizations and media among others. 
 Annual Meeting related Seminars would also 
be organized in some Indian cities like Delhi, 
Kolkata, Guwahati, Hyderabad, Chennai, 
Bangalore & Vishakhapatnam etc. prior to the 
main Annual Meeting. 
 The Government of India and Asian 
Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) 
Secretariat today signed the Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) to delineate the duties 
and responsibilities of major stakeholders who 
would be involved in organizing the aforesaid 
Annual Meeting. 
 
World Social Protection Report 2017-
19 
 On 29 November 2017, International Labor 
Organization, World Social Protection Report 
2017-19 ‘issued According to the Report, 4 
billion people worldwide are without social 
security. 
 There is a need to make massive efforts to 
ensure social security for all at the global level, 
according to the Reports. 
 The population covered by least social 
benefits effectively, is only 45 percent of the 
global population. 
 While the remaining 55 percent of the global 
population (4 billion) are socially defenseless. 

29 percent of the global population is 
comprehensive social security. 
 Such a population was 27 percent in the year 
2014-15. 
 Thus, 71 percent or 5.2 billion population is 
such a social security or only partially protected. 
 The lack of social security weakens people to 
fight illness, poverty, inequality and social 
exclusion throughout life. 
 This situation is an important obstacle in 
global social development. 
 Report recommends the increase of public 
expenditure on social protection (especially in 
the context of Africa, Asia and Arab countries). 
 To provide at least one basic social security to 
the people. 
 The Reports show that Universal Social 
Protection is helpful in achieving sustainable 
development goals. 
 Report emphasizes the need to expand social 
security to workers in the informal economy. 
According to the Report, only 35 percent of the 
children in the world are socially protected. 
 About two-thirds of the world (1.3 billion) 
children (mostly in Africa and Asia) are 
deprived of social security. On average, the 
expenditure on children and family welfare is 
only 1.1 percent of GDP for the benefit of 
children under the age of zero to 14 years of age. 
Due to the fiscal consolidation policies, many 
countries have reduced social protection for 
children. 
 Mothers only 41.1 percent of the world’s 
mothers receive maternity benefits. 
 While the remaining 58.9 percent (83 million) 
of the newborns are deprived of this benefit. 
21.8 percent of the unemployed workers are 
covered with ‘unemploy ment benefits’. 
 The number of non-custodians is 152 million. 
 Worldwide, the percentage of overlap with 
disability benefits is 27.8. 
 68% of the world’s people get pension in old 
age. 
 There are wide regional variations in the 
pension and other benefits of the elderly. On this 
item, there is an average 6.9 percent expenditure 
on GDP globally which is insufficient to spend. 
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 Global level, 56% of the population in rural 
areas is undermined by health, service 
protection. In terms of urban areas it is 22 
percent. 
 10 million additional health workers are 
estimated at the global level to achieve universal 
health coverage. 
 
11th WTO Ministerial Conference-2017 
 During 10-13 December, 2017, the ’11th 
WTO Ministerial Conference ‘was held in 
Buenos Aires, Argentina. 
 This conference was chaired by the Argentine 
Minister Susana Malcorra. 
 Representatives of 164 member countries 
participated in this conference. 
 Union Commerce and Industry Minister 
Suresh Prabhu led the Indian delegation to this 
conference. 
 It is notable that the Ministerial Conference is 
the top decision unit of this organization. 
 The four-day meeting ended without any 
ministerial declaration or any concrete results. 
 The key reason for this is the withdrawal of 
America from the commitment to finding a 
permanent solution to the public food storage 
issue. 
 With the failure of talks in the conference, 
other developing countries like India have been 
disappointed. 
 The United States refused to reach at a co 
mmon platform about the demand for food 
security raised by India, which made this 
conversation unsuccessful. 
 Only a slight progress has taken place in the 
field of fishery and e-commerce, as it has been 
agreed on the working programs. 
 Significantly, India has been advocating a 
permanent solution to the food stock issue and a 
positive result was expected in this negotiation. 
 The Indian delegation led by Suresh Prabhu 
and the group of G-33 countries of the world 
was also emphasizing its permanent solution. 
 Because it is essential for providing food to 
millions of poor in developing countries of the 
world. 
 Under the Global Business Rules, food 
subsidies of member countries of the 

organization should not exceed 10 percent of the 
value of production based on the value of 1986 
to 1988. 
 India has been demanding amendment in the 
formula for assessment of food subsidy limits. 
 It says that due to the implementation of the 
food security program, there will be a violation 
of the WTO set limits. 
 All developing countries, including India, 
believe that the priority of the WTO should not 
be confined to agricultural products, but it must 
also include the manufacturing and service 
sector. 
 It is noteworthy that for the last two decades, 
the meaning of international trade has changed, 
in which the developing countries in the field of 
manufacturing and service sector are putting 
tremendous challenge to developed countries. 
 After this, developed countries have tried to 
provide protection to their industries, which is 
being opposed by developing countries. 
 Having a no outcome of the meeting has 
raised a big question about the relevance and 
reliability of this organization. 
 
TIME Person of the Year-2017 
 On December 7th, 2017, ‘The Silence 
Breakers’ (The SILENCE BREAKERS: The 
Voices That Launched A Movement) has been 
selected as the ‘Time Person of the Year-2017’ 
by prestigious Times Magazine of America. 
 The list of the individuals who have been 
selected for ‘Person of the Year’ include famous 
actresses of Hollywood and Women who have 
faced sexual harassment and misbehavior in 
public life. 
 These women made public their harsh 
experiences of sexual harassment through a 
campaign of #MeToo on a social media. 
 It is worth noting that by the time magazine, 
such persons, groups, ideas or events are 
selected every year since 1927 on the basis of 
voting of their readers who has affected the 
world community (positively or negatively). 
 US President Trump stood second while 
Chinese President Xi Jinping remained in the 
third place in the race of ‘Person of the Year-
2017’. 
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 It is worth mentioning that in the year 2016, 
Time Magazine selected US President Donald 
Trump as ‘Time Person of the Year’. 
 Mahatma Gandhi was the first and only 
person from India who was selected by Time 
magazine as ‘Time Person of the Year’ in the 
year 1930. 
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ECONOMY 
 
Fitch reduced the growth rate of 2017-
18 to 6.7 percent 
 On December 4th, 2017, International Rating 
Agency Fitch lowered the India’s GDP growth 
projection for 2017-18 to 6.7 per cent. 
 Fitch has released its ‘Global Economic 
Outlook’ in December. 
 This global ratings agency reduced the 
growth forecast for the fiscal year to end-March 
2018 (FY18) to 6.7 per cent from 6.9 per cent. 
 Apart from this, Fitch has expressed the hope 
that the growth rate in the year 2019 would be 
7.3 percent instead of 7.4 percent. 
 Improvement in the report of Fitch is less 
than expected. 
 In the recent scenario, inflation has remained 
low at present and the graph of rupee is going 
upwards against the dollar. 
 
Tehsil Level Consolidated Gaon Fund 
 On December 13, 2017, the Uttar Pradesh 
Cabinet approved the formation of Tehsil Level 
Consolidated Gaon Fund. 
 Under the sub-section (5) of Section 69 of 
Uttar Pradesh Revenue Code, 2006, the Tehsil 
level Consolidated Gaon Fund is being set up in 
each tehsil. 
 Under Section 69 of the Uttar Pradesh 
Revenue Code, 2006, the amount deposited in 
the Consolidated Gaon Fund with the village 
fund is fixed at 25 percent of the amount 
deposited in the village fund. 
 2/5 of the funds deposited under section 68 
(1) of the Uttar Pradesh Revenue Code, 2006 
has been prescribed for the consolidated District 
Gaon Fund and 3/5 of the Tehsil Consolidated 
Gaon Fund. 
 50% of the amount of damages or 
compensation received under Section 68 in the 
light of section 68 (1) of the said Code shall be 
deposited in the consolidated District Gaon 
Fund and 50% Tehsil Level Consolidated Gaon 
Fund. 
 
 

Ban on Bitcoin 
 On December 13th, 2017, South Korea 
directed their banks to stop transaction in 
Bitcoin. 
 Bitcoin is a new virtual currency that was 
created in 2009 by using it a person can be paid 
to someone anywhere in world. 
 The special thing is that there is no need to 
make any bank a medium for this payment. 
 Bitcoin is based on Peer to Peer Technology 
means that the Bitcoin transaction can be done 
between two computers. 
 Bitcoin has been developed by an engineer 
Satoshi Nagamoto (fake name). 
 1 Bitcoin = 10, 00, 00,000 (10 million) 
Satoshi. 
 South Korea has directed to its financial 
institutions (banks) from transacting in this 
virtual currency. 
 It has taken this step in view of the risk of 
bubble due to unexpected and steady 
acceleration. 
 In the countries where there are more people 
using the Internet, the transaction of this virtual 
currency is increasing. 
 Estimates show that ten million people in 
South Korea have Bitcoin which includes all the 
small investors. 
 The price is 20 percent higher than the US 
due to its high demand. 
 Its price was less than $ 1000 in January, 
while its price has reached $ 17,000 in the 
second week of December, 2017. 
 
EU External Investment Plan: climate-
smart investments 
 On December 12, 2017, the European 
Commission during the One Planet Summit in 
Paris announced the launch of climate-smart 
investments worth €9 billion as part of the EU 
External Investment Plan (EIP), for Africa and 
the EU Neighbourhood countries. 
 EU External Investment Plan (EIP) is set to 
mobilise at least €44 billion of sustainable 
investment for Africa and the EU 
Neighbourhood countries by 2020. 
 EIP was adopted in September to boost 
climate investment. 
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 Miguel Arias Cañete, Commissioner for 
Climate Action and Energy announced it. 
 Investment was made in three targeted areas – 
sustainable cities, sustainable energy and 
connectivity and sustainable agriculture, rural 
entrepreneurs and agribusiness. 
 It is known that the one Planet Summit in 
Paris was organized by the President of France, 
Immanuel Macran. 
 
World Economic Situation and 
Prospects 2018 
 On December 11th, 2017, World Economic 
Situation and Prospects 2018 was issued by UN. 
 According to this, the Indian economy is 
expected to grow at a rate of 7.2 percent in 
2018. 
 India’s economic growth rate will reach 7.4 
percent in the year 2019. 
 According to the latest report, the global 
growth rate in 2017 was 3.0 percent, which is 
more than the global growth rate (2.4 percent) of 
2016. 
 It is expected to be 3.0 percent in 2018 and 
2019. 
 The growth rate of developed economies is 
predicted 2.0 percent and 1.9 percent in 2018 
and 2019 respectively. 
 While growth rate of developing economies is 
expected to be 4.6 percent and 4.7 percent in 
2018 and 2019 respectively. 
 It is noteworthy that the global growth rate in 
2017 is at the highest growth since 2011. 
 According to the report, the growth rate of 
United States is estimated to be remained 2.1 
percent in both the years 2018 and 2019. 
 The growth rate of euro zone is estimated to 
be 2.0 percent in 2018 and 1.9 percent in 2019. 
 The growth rate of East and South Asia will 
be 5.8 percent in 2018 and 5.9 percent in 2019. 
 Growth rate of South Asia is estimated to be 
6.5 percent in 2018 and 7.0 percent in 2019. 
 It has been said in the report that despite the 
initial economic slowdown and side effects of 
the demonetization due to the more private 
consumption and public investment, in addition 
to more structured reforms the scenario for India 
remains quite positive. 

 In 2018, India’s fiscal deficit is likely to be 
3.2 percent of GDP. 
 China’s growth rate in BRICS countries is 
likely to be 6.5 and 6.3 percent in 2018 and 
2019 respectively. 
 Russia’s growth rate for both year (2018 and 
2019) is estimated to be 1.9 percent. 
 
24th GST Council Meeting 
 On December 16th, 2017, the 24th Meeting of 
the GST Council held today through video 
conference under the Chairmanship of the Union 
Minister of Finance and Corporate Affairs, Shri 
Arun Jaitley. 
 It discussed about the implementation of e-
way Bill system in the country. Till such time as 
the National e-way Bill is ready, the States were 
authorized to continue their own separate e-way 
Bill systems. 
 The GST Council reviewed the progress of 
readiness of hardware and software required for 
the introduction of nationwide e-way Bill 
System. 
After discussions with all the States, the 
following decisions were taken: 
 The nationwide e-way Bill system will be 
ready to be rolled out on a trial basis latest by 
16th January, 2018. Trade and transporters can 
start using this system on a voluntary basis from 
16th January, 2018. 
 The Rules for implementation of nationwide 
e-way Bill system for Inter-State movement of 
goods on a compulsory basis will be notified 
with effect from 1st February, 2018. This will 
bring uniformity across the States for seamless 
inter-State movement of goods. 
 While the System for both inter-State and 
intra-State e-way Bill generation will be ready 
by 16th January, 2018, the States may choose 
their own timings for implementation of e-way 
Bill for intra-State movement of goods on any 
date before 1st June, 2018. 
 It is known that the GST e-way bill is an 
electronic bill which is necessary for exchange 
of goods worth more than Rs. 50 thousand 
rupees. 
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India’s GDP growth rate is estimated 
at 7.5 percent in 2018 
 According to a report released by the global 
financial services provider Morgan Stanley in 
December, India’s GDP growth rate is esti 
mated at 7.5 percent in 2018. 
 There is a possibility of a cyclic improvement 
in India’s economy. 
 There is a possibility of growth of 1.1 percent 
in 2018 as compared to 2017. 
 The growth rate is likely to be 7.7 percent in 
2019. 
 This report estimates the global GDP growth 
rate of 3.8 percent. 
 China has been ranked second after India in 
the report, whose estimated GDP growth rate is 
6.5 percent. 
 According to Morgan Stanley the basic 
advantages and benefits of the companies are 
improving. 
 This will strengthen the financial system and 
will be able to meet the needs of credit demand 
for investment. 
 According to the report, now the demand is 
improving after the problems in issuing 
banknotes and in implementing GST. 
 Thereby, the prospects of improving private 
capital expenditure are strong. 
 In addition, consumption and exports are on 
the rise. 
 Because of this, revenue from companies is 
expected to increase. 
 Founded in 1935, this financial institution is 
headquartered in New York City of America. 
 
Direct Tax Collection in the financial 
year 2017-18 
 Total Direct Tax Collection (Provisional) 
upto November, 2017, in the financial year 
2017-18, was Rs. 4.8 lakh crore. 
 It recorded an increase of 14.4 percent 
compared to the same period last year. 
 The gross direct tax collections show 49 
percent of the total estimated budget of 9.8 lakh 
crore for the financial year 2017-18. 
 During the period April-November, 2017, the 
gross collection (before the refund adjustment) 
was 5.82 lakh crore rupees. 

 It recorded an increase of 10.7 percent. 
 Rs 1.02 lakh crore refunded till April-
November, 2017. 
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SCIENCE & 
TECHNOLOGY 

 
Successful test of ‘Prithvi’ Advanced 
Air Defense Supersonic Interceptor 
Missile 
 On December 28th, 2017, Defence Research 
and Development Organization (DRDO) 
successfully tested ‘Prithvi’ Advanced Air 
Defense (AAD) supersonic interceptor missile 
from Dr Abdul Kalam Island about 100 km 
away from Balasore coast of Odisha. 
 The interceptor directly hit the target at an 
altitude of about 15 kilometres and destroyed it 
into fragments. 
 The spectacular success puts India in the 
league of a very few select nations world over in 
the arena of critical defence technology. 
 It is worth mentioning that this is the third 
supersonic interceptor test carried out this year 
in which an incoming ballistic missile target was 
successfully intercepted, within 30 km altitude 
of the earth’s atmosphere by an interceptor. 
 Earlier, two successful tests were conducted 
on 11th February and 1st March, 2017. 
 This missile is part of the multi-level ballistic 
missile defense system. 
 It has been developed by Defense Research 
and Development Organization (DRDO). 
 A 7.5 meter long single phase solid fuel 
guided missile is equipped with a directive 
system, high-tech computer and electro-
mechanical activator. 
 
50 years of Indian Navy submarine 
branch 
 December 8, 2017, President Ramnath 
Kovind has given the submarine branch of the 
Indian Navy to Visakhapatnam (Andhra 
Pradesh) in the President Colors. 
 This respect was given on the occasion of the 
50thanniversary of this prestigious submarine 
branch of Navy. 
 Earlier, the President inaugurated the naval 
marine science museum. 

 This museum has been mounted for sea 
surveillance Tupolov 142 S, which has been in 
service for the Navy for almost three decades. 
 
Commissioning of Offshore Patrol 
Vessel (OPV) ICGS Sujay 
 On December 21, 2017, “Sujay”, the sixth in 
the series of six 105m Offshore Patrol Vessel 
(OPV) was commissioned by Director General 
Indian Coast Guard Shri Rajendra Singh at Goa. 
 ‘Sujay’ means ‘Great Victory’ which is also 
projection of Indian Coast Guard’s will and 
commitment “To serve and Protect” the 
maritime interest of the nation. 
 OPV has been designed and built 
indigenously by Goa Shipyard Ltd and is fitted 
with state-of-the-art navigation and 
communication equipment, sensors and 
machineries. 
 The ship is based at Paradip, Odisha under the 
operational and administrative control of 
Commander Coast Guard Region (North-East). 
 The features include 30mm CRN 91 Naval 
Gun, Integrated Bridge System (IBS), Integrated 
Machinery Control System (IMCS), Power 
Management System (PMS) and High Power 
External Fire Fighting System. 
 The ship is designed to carry one twin engine 
Light Helicopter and five high speed boats 
including two Quick Reaction Inflatable Boats 
for swift boarding operations, search and rescue, 
law enforcement and maritime patrol. 
 The ship draws 2350 tons(GRT) propelled by 
two 9100 KW diesel engines to attain a 
maximum speed of 23 Knots and has an 
endurance of 6000 NM at economical speed. 
 
Ajeya Warrior – joint military exercise 
 Between December 1st– 14th, 2017 joint 
military exercise- ‘Ajeya Warrior’ concluded 
between armed forces of India and UK. 
 Fourteen-day joint Military exercise was 
organized at the Mahajan Field Firing Ranges in 
Rajasthan. 
 This is the third joint military exercise 
between these two countries. 
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 Earlier, the first exercise of this series was 
held in Belgaum, Karnataka in 2013 and the 
second in year 2015 in the UK. 
 In this exercise, the 20th battalion of the 
Indian Army’s Rajputana Rifle and the first 
battalion of Britain, the Royal Anglican 
Regiment, shared the experience of 
counterterrorism. 
 Approximately 120 personnel from each side 
participated in it. 
 
World’s First Political Robot 
 In the year 2017, the World’s first Political 
Robot was developed by scientists of New 
Zealand. 
 This virtual politician has been named Sam. 
 This robot is capable of answering the 
questions asked on local issues related to 
housing, education and immigration policies. 
 This robot is being prepared to make 
candidates in the general elections to be held in 
New Zealand in the year 2020. 
 It is created by 49 year old entrepreneur Nick 
Gerritsen of New Zealand. 
 
Exercise EKUVERIN- 2017 
 During 15-28 December, 2017, the eighth 
joint military exercise between India and 
Maldives ‘EKUVERIN-2017’ began in Belagavi 
Karnataka. 
 This 14 day practice is the annual joint 
exercise between the Indian Army and the 
Maldives National Defense Force (MNDF). 
 Exercise is being organized alternatively in 
India and Maldives with participation of an 
Infantry platoon from each side. 
 The objectives of the exercise are to enhance 
defence cooperation and interoperability 
between the army of both countries with 
emphasis on Counter Insurgency and Counter 
Terrorist operations under UN mandate. 
 In this exercise, the Indian Army led by the 
soldiers of the Gorkha Rifles battalion and the 
Maldives Army led by the Maldives National 
Defense Force personnel. 
 The seventh edition of this exercise was 
organized in Kadhdhoo, Lamu Atoll, Maldives 
in 2016. 

Flag4 
 On December 4th, 2017, joint army training 
exercise of United Arab Emirates, United 
Kingdom, United States and France is being 
organized in Abu Dhabi. 
 The name of two week long exercise is “Flag-
4”. 
 Its aim is to increase combat efficiency, gain 
more field expertise, and work to unify military 
concepts among participating parties. 
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TREATY &  
AGREEMENTS 

 
India and Italy sign MoU 
 On November 29, 2017, India and Italy 
signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 
for enhanced cooperation in the health sector. 
 Shri J P Nadda, Union Minister of Health & 
Family Welfare and Ms. Beatrice Lorenzin, 
Health Minister of Italy signed the MoU in the 
presence of senior officers from the Health 
Ministry and a high level delegation from Italy. 
 The MoU recognizes the potential for 
exchanges in the health sector between the two 
countries and the need to tap the capabilities and 
opportunities in a focused and comprehensive 
manner. 
 The objective of this MoU is to establish 
comprehensive inter-ministerial and inter-
institutional cooperation between the two 
countries in the field of health by pooling 
technical, scientific, financial and human 
resources with the ultimate goal of upgrading 
the quality and reach of human, material and 
infrastructural resources involved in health care, 
medical education & training, and research in 
both countries. 
The main areas of cooperation include: 
1. Exchange & training of medical doctors, 
officials, other health professionals and experts; 
2. Assistance in development of human 
resources and setting up of health care facilities; 
3. Short term training of human resources in 
health; 
4. Regulation of pharmaceuticals, medical 
devices and cosmetics and exchange of 
information thereon; 
5. Promotion of business development 
opportunities in pharmaceuticals; 
6. Procurement of generic and essential drugs 
and assistance in sourcing of drug supplies; 
7. Procurement of health equipment and 
pharmaceutical products; 
8. Collaboration in the prevention of NCDs of 
mutual interest, such as neurocardiovascular 
diseases, cancer, COPDs, mental health and 

dementia, with an emphasis on SDG3 and 
related factors; 
9. Collaboration in the field of climate change 
impact on communicable diseases and vector 
borne diseases; 
10. Nutritional aspects of food intake, including 
malnutrition (over-nutrition and under nutrition) 
in the light of the SDG2 and organization of 
nutritional services; 
11. Safety of production, transformation, 
distribution and food delivery; 
12. Research and training of food industry 
operators; 
13. Information and communication to citizens 
on hygiene and food safety and healthy eating 
habits; and 
14. Any other area of cooperation as may be 
mutually decided upon. 
 
MoU between India and Colombia 
 On December 15th, 2017, Union Cabinet 
chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi 
has approved the signing of a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) between India and 
Colombia in the field of agriculture and 
fisheries. 
The MoU provides for cooperation in the 
following fields of agriculture and Fisheries: 
 Innovative agricultural practices/approaches,  
 New agricultural mechanizations, 
 Successful models of agricultural marketing, 
 To develop projects in association with 
agricultural companies for production of seed, 
 Innovative production models and value 
generation processes in horticulture(vegetables, 
fruits and flowers), 
 Exchange of information/exchange visits of 
SPS experts, 
 Jatropha and Karaya, 
 Cooperation in research in oil seeds and oil 
palm, 
 Marine Industrial Fishing, Aqua-culture and 
Research & Training in the field of Fisheries, 
 Small and large ruminants (cattle, sheep, 
goat) and pigs productivity, diseases and 
diagnostics and 
 Pork processing and value addition. 
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 Under the MoU, a Joint-Working Group 
(JWG) will be constituted to prepare/finalize 
Work Plan for the next two years while 
specifying task / activities to be undertaken 
during that period. 
 The MoU will be initially valid for a period of 
five years and shall be automatically extended 
for a subsequent periods of five years unless 
either party expresses its desire/intention to 
terminate it. 
 
Agreement between India and World 
Bank 
 On December 13, 2017, India signed a loan 
agreement with the World Bank for USD 250 
million IBRD to acquire skills for earning 
livelihood and project for the San Kalp-Skills 
Acquisition and Knowedge Awarenes for 
Livelihood Promotion. 
 The agreement was signed by Joint Secretary 
in the Department of Economic Affairs Sameer 
Kumar Khare and Junaid Kamal Ahmed 
(Country Director of the World Bank). 
 The purpose of this project is to develop 
organized mechanisms for skill development 
and increase accessibility for quality and market 
friendly training for workforce. 
 In the main area of the project, institutional 
strengthening involves monitoring the plans, 
distribution and high quality market-friendly 
training at the national and state level. 
 Besides, better access to skills development 
programs and market relevance, skill training of 
women trainees and other required groups, 
better reach and completion and expanding skill 
training through private public partnership 
(PPP) is included. 
 Completion date of this project is 31 March, 
2023. 
 
Agreement between India and 
Afghanistan 
 On November 28th, 2017, an agreement was 
signed in Kabul between India and Afghanistan 
to strengthen the public transport system. 
 Memorandum of Understanding was signed 
between the Acting Afghan Minister of 
Transport, Mohammad Hameed Tahmasi and 

Indian Ambassador to Afghanistan Manpreet 
Vohra. 
 Under this agreement, the Government of 
India will provide assistance of $ 28.7 million to 
the Afghan government for strengthening the 
public transport system in Kabul, Afghanistan. 
 
Agreement between India and Brazil 
 On November 30th, 2017 The Union Cabinet 
chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra 
Modi has given its approval for signing and 
ratification of the Investment Cooperation and 
Facilitation Treaty (ICFT) between India and 
Brazil. 
 The Treaty will result in increase of 
investment flows between the two countries. 
 The ICFT between India and Brazil will 
provide appropriate facilitation to Brazilian 
investors in India and Indian investors in the 
Brazil. 
 It would help project India as a preferred 
Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) destination to 
all Brazilian investors. 
 
India and Russia 
 On November 27th, 2017 India and Russia 
agreed on a programme of training of specialists 
and sharing of each other’s experiences as well 
as best practices in the field of Disaster 
Management. 
 The two leaders later signed a Joint 
Implementation Plan for the years 2018-19 for 
cooperation in Disaster Management. 
 This agreement made during the Rajnath 
Singh’s three-day visit to Russia. 
 Both the sides agreed that EMERCOM of 
Russia would cooperate with India in the 
establishment of the National Crisis 
Management Centre (NCMC) in India. 
 
Indo-German Agreement 
 On December 4th, 2017, an agreement under 
the Indo-German Development Cooperation was 
signed between Government of India and the 
Government of the Federal Republic of 
Germany to formalize an amount up to Euro 200 
million for the Financial Cooperation in form of 
loan for the project ‘Climate Friendly Urban 
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Mobility III’ and Euro 11 million 
Accompanying measures in form of grant for 
four projects.  
 It was a Government to Government 
Umbrella Agreement concerning Financial 
Cooperation in 2016 (II) under the Indo-German 
Development Cooperation. 
 The Agreement was signed by H.E. Dr. 
Martin Ney, Ambassador on behalf of the 
Federal Republic of Germany. Shri S. 
Selvakumar, Joint Secretary, Department of 
Economic Affairs, Ministry of Finance signed 
the Agreement on behalf of the Government of 
India. 
 The Part I of the Agreement had already been 
signed in May, 2017. 
In addition to the above, the following Loan 
Agreements were signed between Department 
of Economic Affairs with KfW, Germany 
under the Indo-German Bilateral 
Development Cooperation :- 
 Loan Agreement for the project “Community 
based sustainable Forest Management– 
Component I Manipur” was signed with KfW, 
Germany for a loan of Euro 15 million. The 
broad objectives of the Project are restoration of 
degraded forests in upper watersheds, 
reclamation of abandoned shifting cultivation 
areas, biodiversity conservation, water resources 
conservation and livelihood improvement of 
forest dependent rural tribal people in the 
project area. 
 Loan Agreement for the project “Madhya 
Pradesh Urban Sanitation and Environment 
Programme” for Euro 50 million Reduced 
Interest Loan and Euro 2.5 million grant. The 
broad objective of the Project is to improve 
facilities for water supply, sanitation and 
sewerage treatment plant in selected towns of 
Madhya Pradesh, improve solid and liquid waste 
management and disposal systems, 
improvement of surface drainage systems for 
flood mitigation in selected towns of Madhya 
Pradesh. 
 Loan Agreement for the project “Sustainable 
Urban Infrastructure Development Odisha – 
Phase II for EUR 55 Million Reduced Interest 
Loan with EUR 2 Million as Grant. The basic 

objective of the project is to improve Urban 
Infrastructure by linking them with Government 
priority. The broad objective of the Project is to 
improve the urban infrastructure of Odisha and 
to provide better quality of life to the people. 
 Loan Agreement for the project “Green 
Energy Corridor – Intra-State Transmission 
System in Maharashtra” for EUR 12 million 
Reduced Interest loan. The broad objective of 
this project is to put in place a transmission 
system for evacuating renewable energy. 
 
Agreement between India and Greece 
 From 25-28 November 2017, Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of Greece, H.E. Mr. Nikos 
Kotzias, was on visit to India. 
 The visit of the Greek Foreign Minister is a 
part of the regular high-level exchanges between 
the two countries. 
 FM Kotzias had a meeting with External 
Affairs Minister, Smt Sushma Swaraj, in New 
Delhi on 27 November. 
 On November 27, 2017, an agreement was 
signed between India and Greece to start direct 
air services between the two countries. 
 The two Ministers held discussions on 
various aspects of bilateral ties as well as 
important regional and multilateral issues of 
mutual interest. 
 The discussions between the two Ministers 
focused on building closer cooperation in the 
areas of trade & investment, trade fairs, 
agriculture, maritime sector, culture and 
tourism. 
 During the visit, the two Ministers also signed 
the Memorandum of Understanding on 
Cooperation in the field of New and Renewable 
Energy. 
 Greece also gave full supportto India’s bid 
for a permanent membership of the United 
Nations Security Council 
 Under the Air Services Agreement, Indian 
Airlines will be allowed to operate the airline in 
Athens, Thessaloniki, Heraklion. 
 Greek Airlines will also start flying services 
in major Indian cities. 
 It is noteworthy that On February 22, 2017, 
Union Cabinet has given its approval the signing 
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of Air Services Agreement (ASA) between India 
and Greece. 
 
Agreement between India and Britain 
 On November 28, 2017; It was announced by 
the Government of India that an agreement will 
be signed for cooperation in policy planning, 
technology transfer and institutional 
organization in the urban transport sector 
between India and the UK.. 
 On November 27, 2017, Union Road 
Transport and Highways, Shipping and Water 
Resources, River Development and Ganga 
Protection Minister Nitin Gadkari met UK 
Transport Secretary Chris Grilling in London. 
 During the meeting, the two sides discussed 
the draft of this agreement letter. 
 In the draft of the agreement, mutual 
cooperation between the two countries in the 
transport sector is to facilitate transport 
facilitation through exchange of expertise and 
technology. 
 This agreement will facilitate the digital 
transactions and the use of more efficient diesel 
and electric vehicles in the country. 
 During the London visit, Nitin Gadkari will 
also address a session of the International 
Marine Organization. 
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PLANNING & 
PROJECT 

 
World’s Largest Solar Power Plant 
 On December 22nd, 2017, Madhya Pradesh 
Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chauhan laid the 
foundation stone of the world’s largest solar 
power plant in Ghudd Tehsil of Rewa district. 
 The plant will produce 750 MW electricity. 
 This plant will produce electricity at a cost of 
Rs 2.97 per unit which is the lowest in the 
world. 
 Apart from this, the Chief Minister also 
launched ‘Pradhan Mantri Saubhayga Yojna’ in 
the state under which every house in the state 
will have electricity facility by 2018. 
 
‘Nyaya Gram’ Project 
 On December 16th, 2017, President Ramnath 
Kovind laid the foundation stone of the 
‘NYAYA GRAM’ PROJECT of High Courts 
Allahabad. 
 Under this project, a judicial academy will be 
set up in the Nyaya Gram campus. 
 The Nyaya Gram project would prove to be a 
milestone in fulfilling the requirements of the 
Allahabad High Court. 
 This academy will make significant 
contribution to the capacity development of the 
lower courts of Uttar Pradesh. 
 Apart from the academy in these premises, 
auditorium and housing will also be made.  
 
Ujala Mitra Scheme 
 On December 14th, 2017 Uttarakhand Chief 
Minister Trivendra Singh Rawat launched 
‘Ujala Mitra’ scheme in Dehradun on Energy 
Conservation Day. 
 The objective of this scheme is to make 
women self-help groups in partnership for LED 
bulb distribution in the state. 
 E.S.L. has signed the MOU with the members 
of the women self-help groups from different 
districts of the state In order to cooperate with 
the women self-help groups working in rural 

and urban areas for the distribution of10 million 
L.E.D. bulbs Under the Ujala program. 
 Distribution of LED bulbs and energy 
efficient devices will be done by women self-
help groups working in urban and rural areas in 
the state. 
 These groups will get, on the sale of LED 
bulbs Rs 10/bulb, for the sale of LED lights 
Rs.15/ light and on energy efficient fans, will 
get the rate of 56 rupees per fan. 
 This will enable women self-help groups to 
earn income from the sale of equipment. 
 In addition to giving margin money to these 
groups, women self-help groups who have 
completed their goals in time will also be 
rewarded as Ujala Mitra. 
 
Soil Health Card (SHC) Mobile App 
 On December 5th, 2017, on the occasion of 
World Soil Day, Union Agriculture and Farmers 
Welfare Minister Shri Radha Mohan Singh 
launched the Soil Health Card (SHC) Mobile 
App. 
 He started this app at the Agricultural Science 
Center, Jhajjar, Haryana. 
 This app works like other Geotagging apps 
developed for the Rashtriya Krishi Vikas 
Yojana. 
 The app contains farmers’ details including 
name, Aadhaar card number, mobile number, 
gender, address, crop details, etc. 
 It is note worthy that in India, Soil Health 
Card scheme was launched in February 2015 in 
Rajasthan. 
 The Minister said that Soil Health Card 
mobile App has been launched today to help the 
farmers. 
 The app will benefit field-level workers as it 
will automatically capture GIS coordinates 
while registering sample details at the time of 
sample collection in the field and indicate the 
location from where the sample has been 
collected. 
 The Minister informed that in the first phase 
(2015-17) 100 million SHCs have been 
distributed so far. 
 The aim of the Ministry is to provide SHC to 
all 120 million farm holdings by December, 
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2017. The second phase began on May 1, 2017, 
and will continue for the year 2017 to 2019. 
 Soil Health Card is prepared in 14 local 
languages and distributed to the farmers. 
 
Vivekananda Youth Award Scheme 
 On 4th December, 2017, the Uttar Pradesh 
government 
was directed to re-operate the Vivekananda 
Youth Award scheme under the Provincial 
Rakshak Dal / Vikas Dal and Youth Welfare 
Department. 
 In order to re-operate the Vivekanand Youth 
Award scheme State Government has allocated 
a sum of 3 lakh 75 thousand rupees for the 
purpose of awarding units who will get first 
position at the district level in the financial year 
2017-18. 
 Under the scheme, Rs 5000 per district has 
been allocated for awarding first place recipient 
unit at the district level among Yuva Mangal 
Dal and Mahila Mangal Dal. 
 Assessing the quantization of the activities / 
achievements of Yuva Mangal Dal and Mahila 
Mangal Dal on the instructions of the state 
government, the 10 points prescribed in the past 
have been reduced further and made more 
practical as per the requirement. 
 The two old points have been made more 
practical by reducing and increasing as per 
requirement. 
 Social tree plantation and family welfare have 
been simplified. 
 In addition to keeping old points of sports and 
small savings schemes, new points related to the 
establishment of blood donation, discharge, 
water conservation, establishment of library / 
reading room, establishment of organic farming, 
solar power plants have been replaced in the old 
place. 
 
Country’s first Swarna Rajdhani train 
 On November 29, 2017, the Ministry of 
Railways introduced the country’s first gold 
Rajdhani train (Train no 12313 New Delhi – 
Sealdah Rajdhani Express) with improved 
passenger amenities, aesthetics and hygiene 
standards, from New Delhi Railway Station. 

 It is notable that the Ministry of Railways has 
decided to upgrade the major Rajdhani and 
Shatabdi trains under ‘Project Swarna’ to 
improve the travel experience. 
 14 Rajdhani trains & 15 Shatabdi trains have 
been selected for the first phase of this Project. 
 The first revamped rake of Rajdhani under the 
project was rake of Sealdah Rajdhani (12314 
New Delhi-Sealdah) which was launched today 
from New Delhi. 
 It is worth mentioning that under the project 
Swarna the New Delhi Kathgodam Shatabdi 
Express has already been started. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



VAID’S ICS LUCKNOW B-36, Sector-C, Aliganj, Lucknow 
Cont.9415011892/93 

 

25 

 

CONFERENCE 
 

25th National Children’s Science 
Congress 
 ’25th National Children’s Science Congress-
2007 ‘is being organized in Gandhinagar, 
Gujarat (27th to 31st December, 2017). 
 On December 27th, 2017, Gujarat’s Chief 
Minister Vijay Rupani inaugurated this 
Congress. 
 The theme of NCSC-2017 is ‘Science 
Technology & Innovation for Sustainable 
Development with Special Emphasis on 
Accessibility for Person with Disability’. 
 
17th Indian Science Communication 
Congress 
 On December 21-22, 2017, 17th Indian 
Science Communications Congress was held in 
Indian Institute of Mass Communication 
(IIMC), New Delhi. 
 The main theme of this two-day conference 
was “Communicating India’s Scientific 
Wisdom: Changing Paradigms”. 
 
Tribal Festival (Adivasi Mahotsav)-2017 
 On 10-11 December, 2017, Adivasi 
Mahotsav, 2017, a two-day tribal festival was 
organized at Science College Ground in Raipur. 
 This festival was inaugurated by Chief 
Minister Raman Singh of Chhattisgarh. 
 This festival was organized on the occasion of 
on the martyrdom day of freedom fighter and 
great revolutionary from Chhattisgarh, Shahid 
Veernarayan Singh. 
 It was organized by the Tribal and Scheduled 
Castes Department of Chhattisgarh Government. 
 On this occasion, the Chief Minister also 
released the development booklet based on the 
schemes of the State Government’s 
Undersecretary Cooperative Development 
Corporation in the area of tribal development. 
 The Chief Minister announced the 
construction of all the 633 buildings of hostels 
and ashram schools of the state. 
 The assistance will be taken for construction 
of 409 of these from the World Bank and from 

National Bank for Agriculture and Rural 
Development (NABARD) for 78 hostels. 
 146 hostels will be constructed from the 
amount of District Mineral Trust Fund. 
 Construction cost of these buildings will be 
around 2.5 thousand crore rupees. 
 Union Tribal Affairs Minister Jual Oram also 
attended the function. 
 
First India-U.S. Counter-Terrorism 
Designation Dialogue 
 On December 18-19, 2017, the first Indo-US 
Dialogue (India-US Counter-Terrorism 
Designation Dialogue) was held in New Delhi to 
discuss bilateral cooperation on purposes related 
terrorism. 
 The establishment of this mechanism reflects 
shared Indian and U.S. commitments to 
strengthen cooperation against terrorist threats. 
 The Indian and U.S. delegations exchanged 
information on procedures for pursuing 
designations against terrorist groups and 
individuals, through domestic and international 
mechanisms. 
 They also discussed best practices for 
effective implementation of the designations. 
 The United States will host the second India-
.S. Designations Dialogue in 2018. 
 
Global Partnership Summit (GPS) 
 From 11-14 December, 2017 ‘Global 
Partnership Summit’– 2017 Partnership Summit 
was organized in Aerocity, New Delhi. 
 This is the first time that this summit was held 
in India. 
 GPS has evolved from the initiative of India-
Japan Global Partnership (IJGP). 
 It is a platform for integrating people, 
processes, projects, initiatives, ideas, ideologies 
and policies. 
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SPORTS 
 

India-Sri Lanka T-20 Series  
   An overall strong performance from the Indian 
team helped them beat Sri Lanka by 5 wickets in 
the 3rd and final T20 to sweep the series 3-0.  
   Indian bowlers did brilliantly to restrict Sri 
Lanka to 135/7 in 20 overs at the Wankhede 
Stadium in Mumbai. After India won the toss 
and opted to field, Jaydev Unadkat and debutant 
Washington Sundar bowled beautifully to put 
the visitors on the backfoot.  
   Kuldeep Yadav and Hardik Pandya also 
stemmed the run flow and picked up wickets. In 
reply, the hosts required 19.2 overs to win the 
match with Manish Pandey and Shreyas Iyer 
being the top-scorers. MS Dhoni and Dinesh 
eventually guided the team over the line. 
 
India-Sri Lanka ODI series 
 Three-matches ODI series between India and 
Sri Lanka concluded. (December 10-17, 2017) 
 India won the ODI series with 2-1. 
 This is India’s eighth consecutive series win 
in ODIs. 
 In this ODI series, Rohit Sharma was the 
captain of the Indian team. 
 Kuldeep Yadav, who took 3 wickets in the 
third ODI, was selected for ‘Man of the Match’. 
 India’s Shikhar Dhawan was selected as 
‘Player of the Series’. 
 In the second ODI, Rohit Sharma made his 
third double century (unbeaten 208 runs in 153 
balls). 
 Rohit Sharma is the only batsman who scored 
three double centuries in ODIs. 
 In 2014, Rohit Sharma had scored 264 against 
Sri Lanka. 
 In the second ODI, India made the 300 plus 
run for the 100th time. 
 In the second ODI, Shreyas Iyer put the first 
half century of his ODI career. 
 It is known that India has not lost any series 
at home-ground against Sri Lanka yet. 
 
 
 

India-Sri Lanka Test Series -2017 
 Indian cricket team made a tour of Sri Lankan 
(11 November – 24 December, 2017) 
 During this tour, 3 Tests, 3 ODIs and 3 T20 
matches have been played. 
 Test series of three matches concluded. 
(November 16-December, 2017) 
 India won the Test series 1-0. 
 Player of the series- Indian captain Virat 
Kohli (most run 610 runs in the series)  
 Indian bowler Ravichandran Ashwin secures 
the most 12 wickets in the series. 
 After winning the series, India equaled the 
world record of winning consecutive 9 Test 
series in Australia and England. 
 This series captain of India was Virat Kohli 
and Sri Lankan Captain was Dinesh Chandimal. 
 
Hockey World League Final-2007 
 Hockey World League Final-2017 concluded 
in Bhubaneswar Odisha. (1-10 December, 2017) 
 On December 10, 2017, Australia won the 
title by defeating Argentina 2-1 in the final 
match played at Kalinga Stadium, Bhubaneswar. 
 India won the Bronze medal by defeating 
Germany 2-1. 
 Man of the Match Award-JuanIgnacio 
Gilardi. 
 In the final match, the award for ONGC 
Junior Player of the Match was given to Laclan 
Sharpe (Australia). 
The other awards given were: 
 Best Player of the Tournament -Mats 
Grambush (Germany), 
 ONGC Best Junior Player Award – Victor 
Wagnez (Belgium), 
 Odisha Tourism Best Goalkeeper Award – 
Juan Vivaldi (Argentina), 
 Hero Top Scorer Award -Luike LoiPort made 
8 goals (Belgium) 
 8 participant teams in the competition were 
Australia (winner), Argentina (runner-up), 
India (bronze medalist and hosting country), 
Germany (four), Belgium (fifth), Spain (sixth), 
Netherlands (Seventh) and England (eighth) 
respectively. 
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FIFA Club World Cup Football 
Competition, 2017 
 14th edition of the FIFA Club World Cup 
concluded in United Arab Emirates from 
December 6-16, 2017. 
 Competition Results: 
Gold Medal: Real Madrid (1-0), Spain 
Silver Medal: Graeme, Brazil 
Bronze Medal: Pachuca, Mexico 
 Award Given- 
Adidas Godan Ball and Alibaba Cloud Trophy-
Luca Modric (Real Madrid) 
Adidas Silver Ball – Cristiano Ronaldo (Real 
Madrid) 
Adidas Bronze Ball – Jonathan Eretvieskaya 
(Pacchuka) 
FIFA FAIR PLAY AWARDS – Real Madrid 
 This year, 7 clubs participated in the World 
Cup. They have been ranked: Real Madrid, 
Gramio, Pachuca, Al-Jazeera, Urva Red 
Diamonds, Vedad Casablanca and Auckland 
City respectively. 
 
1st South Asian Badminton 
Tournament 
 First South Asian Regional Badminton 
Tournament concluded at Tarun Roy Fukan 
Indoor Stadium, Guwahati (Assam). (November 
29-December 8, 2017) 
 The tournament was organized jointly by 
Badminton Asia with the Indian Badminton 
Association and the Assam Badminton 
Association. 
 In this tournament, India defeated Nepal by 3-
0 to win the title. 
 Aryaman Tandon of India defeated Dipesh 
Dhami in the men’s singles finals. 
 In the women’s singles finals, Ashmita 
Chaliha of India defeated Rashila Maharjan of 
Nepal. 
 In men’s doubles, pair of Arintap Dasgupta 
and Krishna Prasad Gof India defeated the pair 
of Dipesh Dhami and Nabin Shrestha of Nepal. 
 India, Bangladesh, Maldives, Nepal and 
Bhutan participated in this tournament. 
 
 

16th Asian Marathon Championships 
 The 16th edition of the Asian Marathon 
Championship concluded in Dongguan, China. 
(November 26, 2017). 
 India’s Gopi Thanakal won the gold medal in 
the Championship. 
 He is the first Indian player to win gold medal 
in this competition. 
 Gopi took 2 hours, 15 minutes, 48 seconds to 
win Gold. 
 The Silver medalist was Andrey Petrov 
(Uzbekistan) and Mongolia’s Byambalev 
Tseveenravdan won the bronze medal. 
 
Hosting of Afghanistan’s first Test 
match 
 On December 12, 2017, the Indian Cricket 
Board announced the hosting of Afghanistan’s 
first Test match. 
 This Test match will be held in the upcoming 
domestic season 2018-19. 
 In the year 2015, the BCCI and the 
Afghanistan Cricket Board signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding with the 
Greater Noida Industrial Development 
Authority. 
 Under this MoU Ireland and Afghanistan 
were granted full membership status by the 
International Cricket Council (ICC) in 
Afghanistan and Afghanistan and Ireland 
became the 11th and 12th country to play Test 
cricket. 
 Recently, Afghanistan played a series against 
Ireland in Greater Noida. 
 
Asian Kabaddi Championship-2017 
 Final of the Asian Kabaddi Championship 
concluded in Gorgan, Iran. (November 22-26, 
2017) 
 A total of 10 countries participated in this 
competition. 
 Indian men’s kabaddi team won the gold 
medal by defeating Pakistan with 36-22 in the 
final. 
 In addition to this, the Indian women’s 
kabaddi team also won the gold medal of the 
competition by defeating South Korea with 42-
20. 
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AWARDS AND 
HONOURS 

 
Ballon d’Or 
 The annual award ‘Ballon d’Or, 2017’ given 
by the French weekly magazine ‘France 
Football’ won by Cristiano Ronaldo of Portugal 
won for the fifth time. (December 7, 2017) 
 These include three Ballon d’Or and 2 FIFA 
Ballon d’Or Awards. 
 Ronaldo was given the award in Paris. 
 Ronaldo scored a total of 946 points, leaving 
behind Lionel Messi (670 points) of Argentina. 
 Ronaldo now equals Messi’s record of 
winning this award five times. 
 Ronaldo won this award in the year 2008, 
2013, 2014, 2016 and 2017. 
 On the other hand Messi has won this award 
in the year 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 and 2015. 
 Football journalists around the world vote for 
this award. 
 Ronaldo plays for “Real Madrid” the Spanish 
football club. 
 Although between 2010 and 2015, an 
agreement was made with FIFA and the award 
was temporarily merged with the FIFA World 
Player of the Year, and known as the FIFA 
Ballon d’Or, but in 2016 the award been 
reversed back to Ballon d’Or while FIFA also 
renamed its traditional award. 
 Ballon d’Or Award of the year 2016 was too 
won by Cristiano Ronaldo. 
 
European Golden Shoe Award 
 On November 24th, 2017, Lionel Messi won 
the European Golden Shoe Award for the fourth 
time. 
 This award received Messi from fellow team 
player Luis Suarez. 
 Messi scored 37 goals in the European 
League in 2016-17. 
 By getting this fourth award Messi equals 
Cristiano Ronaldo. 
 Earlier Messy had won this award in the year 
in 2010, 2012 and 2013. 

 Messi is associated with FC Barcelona team 
in the European league. 
 It is the fact that this award was won by Louis 
Suarez in the 2015-16 session. 
 This award is given to the player who scored 
the most goals in the last league of Europe 
in the last season. 
 
31st Mootidevi Award -2017 
 On December 15th, 2017, Announcement of 
the 31th Moortidevi Award for the year 2017 
was given by the Indian Jnanpith to the famous 
Bengali poet Joy Goswami. 
 This award will be given to his poetic 
collection ‘Du Dondo Phowara Matro’. 
 The Moortidevi award selection board under 
the chairmanship of Satyavrat Shastri 
unanimously confers the award to him. 
 India is the prestigious literature awarded 
annually to the Moortidevi Award which is 
given for books published in Indian languages 
and English. 
 These books are selected for the award, from 
which human values of Indian philosophy and 
culture are displayed. 
 The Moortidevi Award carries a shawl, 
Saraswati Statue, Citation and a cheque of four 
lakh rupees. 
 
Announcement of the Awards / 
Samman of the year 2016 by Uttar 
Pradesh Hindi Sansthan 
 On December 11th, 2017 Awards / honors of 
the year 2016 by the Uttar Pradesh Hindi 
Sansthan were announced. 
 Anand Prakash Dikshit from Bikaner was 
selected for the best Bharat-Bharti award of the 
Snsthan. 
 Under this award, 5 lakh rupees, citation and 
memento is given. 
 Lohia Sahitya Samman (4 lakh rupees) – 
Anand Mishra ‘Abhay’. 
 Hindi Gaurav Samman (Rs. 4 lakhs) – Dr. 
Vidya Bindu Singh 
 Mahatma Gandhi Sahitya Samman (Rs. 4 
lakhs) – Dr. Nand Kishore Acharya. 
 Pandit Deendayal Upadhyay Sahitya Samman 
(Rs. 4 lakhs) – Mahesh Chandra Sharma. 
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 Avantibai Sahitya Samman (Rs 4 lakhs) -Pro. 
Netrapal Singh 
 Rajarshi Purushottamdas Tandon Samman 
(Rs. 4 lakhs) Literature Competition Committee, 
Madras 
 Sahitya Bhushan Samman (Rs 2 lakhs)- Dr. 
Ramsharan Gaur. 
2. Prof. Jay Prakash 
3. Ganesh Narayan Charge 
4. Ved Prakash Amitabh 
5. Madhukar Asthana 
6. Vijay Ranjan 
7. Shriram Parihar 
8. Surendra Dubey 
9. Prem Shahar Tripathi 
10 Baldev Bhai Sharma 
 In addition to the above awards, Lok 
Bhushan, Art Bhushan, Vidya Bhushan, Science 
Bhushan, Journalism Bhushan, Pravasi 
Bharatiya Hindi Bhushan, Children’s Literature, 
Madhuliyanee Sahitya Samman, Pt. Narayan 
Chaturvedi Sahitya Samman, Law Bhushan 
Soharahad Samman, (Rs. 2 lakhs) awards were 
announced to various literary people on the 
occasion. 
 Hindi Videh Prasar Samman (one lakh 
rupees) – Sushas Kumar  
 University level honors (50 thousand rupees) 
– Paramesum Sharma and Pranav Sharma 
Shastri. 
 
Global Peace Award 
 On December 10, 2017, Swami Chinanand 
Saraswati Maharaj, supreme leader of 
Parmaresh Niketan has been awarded Global 
Peace award by the All India Council of Human 
Rights Liberties and Social Justice (AIHLS). 
 He got this honor to spread the message of 
peace in the world. 
 
27th Vyas Samman 
 On December 8th, 2017, Eminent Hindi 
writer Mamta Kalia has been announce to be 
honoured with literary award Vyas Samman for 
year 2017. 
 A selection committee headed by Sahitya 
Akademi director and author Vishwanath Prasad 
Tiwari has decided to bestow the award upon 

Kalia for her novel “Dukkham Sukkham” 
published in 2009. 
 He has also been honored with the Yash Pal 
Katha Award, Sahitya Bhushan Samman and 
Ram Manohar Lohia Award by the Uttar 
Pradesh Hindi Institute. 
 In addition to these awards she has also been 
awarded with “Vanmali Katha Samman” and 
“Vagdevi Sahitya Samman”. 
 Kalia is known for her works in Hindi and 
English including “Beghar”, “Janch Abhi Jaari 
Hai”, “Nirmohi”, and “Bolne Wali Aurat”. 
 It is remember able that Hindi writer Surinder 
Verma had been chosen for “Vyas Samman” for 
2016, for his novel “Kaatna shami ka vriksha 
padma-pankhuri ki dhar se”. 
 The award was instituted by the K.K. Birla 
Foundation in 1991. 
 It is awarded annually for an exceptional 
contribution made by Hindi writers towards the 
language and his work published in past 10 
years. 
 The award carries monetary award of 3.5 lakh 
rupees, a citation and a plaque. 
 First Vyas Samman, Dr. Ramvilas Sharma 
was given his novel ‘India’s Ancient Language 
Family and Hindi’ (published in three volumes). 
 
UN Medal to Indian Peacekeepers 
 On October 13th, 2017, the United Nations 
honored Indian peacekeepers with the UN 
Medal for their dedicated services and sacrifice 
in Southern Sudan. 
 These Indian peacekeepers have been 
awarded for their professionalis m and service in 
protecting civilians and building durable peace 
in the conflict-ridden country. 
 Fifty Indian peacekeepers serving with the 
United Nations Mission in South Sudan have 
been awarded the UN Medal. 
 The Indian Ambassador to South Sudan, 
Srikumar Menon, attended the medal ceremony 
and thanked the peacekeepers for their 
commitment and service. 
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PERSONS IN NEWS 
 
Air India’s new Chairman and MD 
 On 11 December 2017 Senior IAS officer 
Pradeep Singh Kharola took charge as the new 
Chairman and Managing Director of Air India. 
 At this post, he replaced the company’s 
interim chairman and managing director Rajiv 
Bansal. 
 Before appointment he was working as the 
MD of Bangalore Metro Rail Corporation Ltd. 
 
Dr. Ambedkar International Center 
dedicated to the nation by the Prime 
Minister 
 On December 7, 2017, The Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi inaugurated the “Dr. 
Ambedkar International Centre” at 15, Janpath, 
New Delhi. 
 He had laid the foundation stone of this 
Centre in April 2015. 
 It is an important center for research on social 
and economic issues. 
 The Prime Minister expressed confidence that 
the Centre would play a key role in the 
dissemination of Dr. Ambedkar’s teachings and 
vision. 
 It is also believed that the centre would 
function as a think-tank for inclusive growth, 
and related socio-economic matters. 
 
UN Environment Goodwill 
Ambassador for India 
 On November 29th 2017, Former Miss Asia 
Pacific, actor, producer, entrepreneur and 
environmentalist, Dia Mirza, was appointed as 
UN Environment’s Goodwill Ambassador for 
India. 
 She has been appointed in view of his long 
standing contribution on raising awareness of 
and seeking solutions to environmental issues 
that the world and India in particular, facing. 
 It is noteworthy that Dia has joined other 
accomplished and dedicated past and present 
UN Goodwill Ambassadors, including UN 
Environment’s Li Binging, Gisele Bündchen 

and Don Cheadle, and others such as Cate 
Blanchett, Anne Hathaway, Angelina Jolie, Katy 
Perry and Emma Watson. 
 
Shashi Kapoor 
 On December 4th, 2017, the famous 
Bollywood film actor and producer Shashi 
Kapoor passed away. He was 79 years old. 
 He was born on March 18th, 1938 in Kolkata. 
 She started his career with ‘Prakash Theater’ 
drama ‘Shankutala’. 
 His journey of success began through the 
movie ‘Jab-When Phool Khile’. 
 He performed in more than 100 films in his 
career. 
 His best known performances as a child actor 
were in “Aag” (1948) and “Awaara” (1951), 
where he played the younger version of the 
character played by Raj Kapoor. 
 Shashi Kapoor also worked as assistant 
director in the ’50s. 
 He made his debut as a leading man in the 
1961 film “Dharmputra” and went on to appear 
in more than 116 films during the ’70s and until 
the mid ’80s. 
 Among his memorable films were “Deewar”, 
“Kabhie Kabhie”, “Namak Halal” and “Kaala 
Pathar”. 
 He was honoured with the Padma Bhushan in 
2011 and received cinema’s prestigious Dada 
Saheb Phalke award in 2015. 
 
First Woman General Secretary of the 
Lok Sabha 
 On November 29th, 2017, senior IAS officer 
Snehlata Shrivastava was appointed the first 
woman general secretary of the Lok Sabha. 
 Her tenure will be from December 1st, 2017 
to November 30th, 2018. 
 On this post, she replaced Anoop Mishra. 
 It is significant, Rama Devi has had been the 
first woman general secretary of the Rajya 
Sabha. 
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New Chairman of Prasar Bharati 
Board 
 On December 4, 2017, the famous journalist 
A. Surya Prakash took charge as the Chairman 
of Prasar Bharti Board for the second 
consecutive term. 
 His tenure will be on this post till 8 February, 
2020. 
 It is known that Prasar Bharati is India’s 
largest public broadcasting agency. 
 It is a statutory autonomous body formed on 
November 23, 1997 under the Prasar Bharati 
Act, 1990. 
 It includes Doordarshan and Aakashwani. 
 Currently Shashi Shekhar Vempati is the 
Chief Executive Officer of Prasar Bharti. 
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PLACES IN NEWS 
 
Approval to Gay (Same-sex) Marriage 
 On 7th September, 2017, Parliament of 
Australia gave approval to gay marriage bill to 
give recognition to it. 
 The bill was approved by majority. 
 On December 8, 2017, the Governor General 
of Australia signed this bill. 
 According to provisions of the Bill gay 
marriage in Australia will be legally valid from 
9 January, 2018. 
 This bill changes the marriage act of 1961, 
which was amended in the year 2004. 
 Alb gay marriage will also be recognized 
under the new law. 
 Joint couples in Australia must be informed 
about their wedding plan a month ago. 
 
Centre of Excellence for Cut Flowers 
 On December 7, 2017, India’s, first centre of 
excellence for cut flower has been opened in 
Thalli village of Krishnagiri district of 
Tamilnadu. 
 This is the first agro-technology development 
center jointly established by India and Israel. 
 This center will not only develop appropriate 
agricultural practices for selected geographical 
areas, but will also move around the best 
practices for the farmers. 
 
India’s first Madam Tussauds 
Museum 
 On December 1st, 2017, India’s first Madame 
Tussaud Museum, located at Connaught Place, 
New Delhi, opened to the public. 
 Wax statue of 50 Indian and international 
celebrities have been kept in this museum. 
 In this museum, the wax statue of Mahatma 
Gandhi, Abdul Kalam, Bhagat Singh, Sardar 
Patel, Subhash Chandra Bose and Prime 
Minister Modi have been placed. 
 Apart from Sachin Tendulkar, Kapil Dev, 
Milkha Singh, Mary Kom, footballer Cristiano 
Ronaldo, Messi, David Beckham and Athlete 
Usain Bolt have been given the place. 

 The others from Bollywood and Hollywood 
include Amitabh Bachchan, Raj Kapoor, 
RanbirKapoor, Katrina, Salman Khan, Anil 
Kapoor, Madhuri Dixit, Sonu Nigam, Jennifer 
Lopez, Justin Bieber, Tom Cruise, Titanic Fame 
Leonardo Dicaprio, Michel Jackson. 
 
Jerusalem recognized as Israel’s 
capital 
 On December 6th, 2017, US President 
Donald Trump recognized Jerusalem as Israel’s 
capital. 
 He also ordered the Ministry of External 
Affairs to start the process of transferring of the 
US Embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem. 
 It is notable that since 1948, there is a dispute 
between Palestine and Israel over Jerusalem. 
 At the same time, from the United Nations to 
the most countries of the whole world do not 
recognize Israel’s claims on the whole of 
Jerusalem. 
 
Kacheguda Railway Station 
 On December 8th, 2017, Kacheguda railway 
station, located in Hyderabad, Andhra Pradesh, 
became the energy efficient ‘A1 category’ 
railway station. 
 This railway station comes under South 
Central Railway Zone. 
 Station has achieved 100 per cent energy 
efficiency by replacing 1,312 conventional 
lights with light-emitting diode (LED) lighting. 
 Over 370 ceiling fans with Brushless DC 
Electrical (BLDC) motors energy-efficient fans 
and 12 air conditioners with energy efficient 
inverter type ACs are being operated. 
 Kacheguda railway station is a historic 
building 100 years old. 
 This imposing structure was built in 1916 by 
the Nizam’s Guaranteed State Railway during 
the reign of the seventh Nizam Mir Osman Ali 
Khan. 
 It is known that this is India’s first railway 
station having the status of energy efficient ‘A1 
category’. 
 
 



VAID’S ICS LUCKNOW B-36, Sector-C, Aliganj, Lucknow 
Cont.9415011892/93 

 

33 

 

Venezuela 
 On December 3rd, 2017 Venezuelan 
President Nicolas Maduro has announced the 
creation of new virtual currency called ‘Petro’. 
 This currency is being introduced to reduce 
the economic crisis in the country. 
 This virtual currency will be supported by 
Venezuela’s oil, gas, gold, and diamond wealth. 
 It is the official currency of Venezuela that 
Bolivar Furte. 
 Venezuela is a country located in the 
continent of South America. 
 Its capital is Caracas. 
 Venezuela is facing a period of economic 
blockade due to the decline in crude prices for 
the past few years. 
 This country’s economy is basically based on 
oil exports. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



VAID’S ICS LUCKNOW B-36, Sector-C, Aliganj, Lucknow 
Cont.9415011892/93 

 

34 

 

COMMISSION & 
COMMITTEE  

 

Committee for giving minority status 
to Hindus 
 On December 6, 2017, the National 
Commission for Minorities constituted a three-
member committee to give minority status to 
Hindus in eight states. 
 The Deputy Chairman of the National 
Commission for Minorities George Kourien will 
be chairman of the committee. 
 Other members of the Committee are from 
the Commission itself; include Sulekha Kambre 
and Manjeet Singh Rai. 
 The Additional Secretary of the Commission 
Ajay Kumar will be the Secretary of the 
Committee. 
 This committee will study issues related to 
the number, status and other aspects of Hindus 
in eight states viz: Jammu, Kashmir, Punjab, 
Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur, Meghalaya, 
Mizoram, Nagaland and Lakshadweep. 
 Apart from this, the committee will consider 
the practical and constitutional possibilities of 
giving minority status. 
 The committee will submit its report in three 
months. 
 
Committee for the study of Deemed 
University 
 On December 5, 2017, The Union Ministry of 
Human Resource Development (HRD) set up a 
three-member committee to examine the 
working of deemed universities and also to 
suggest an “oversight” and “regulatory 
mechanism”. 
 The committee is headed by a former Chief 
Justice of Patna High Court L. Narasimha 
Reddy. 
 The two other members are Sukhbir Singh 
Sandhu, Additional Secretary in HRD Ministry 
and Anil Sahasrabuddhe, chairman of All India 
Council for Technical Education (AICTE). 
 The committee will also consider whether 
‘more institutions are running programs without 

approval’. 
 The committee will submit its report for these 
Institutions within four months. 
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OPERATIONS & 
CAMPAIGN  

 
Four Tributaries Included Ganga 
Sanitation Campaign 
 On December 26th, 2017, the Central Water 
Resources, River Development and Ganga 
Conservation Ministry initiated the initiative to 
make the Ganges River pure and uninterrupted, 
for the first time, its four tributaries; Hinden, 
Kali, Ramganga and Gomti were included in the 
‘Ganga Sanitation Campaign’. 
 It is notable that in the first phase, these four 
tributaries of Ganga were included. 
 In the next phase some other tributaries will 
be included. 
 On the banks of these included rivers Ganga 
Hygiene Campaign, the water purification plant 
(STP) will be installed under the Namami 
Ganga Mission. 
 It is noteworthy that through the tributaries of 
Ganga, industrial pollution and waste from the 
cities located on the banks of these rivers are 
considered to be very responsible for pollution 
in the river. 
 Kali and Ramganga rivers have been 
identified as such a river, on which there is a 
plurality of leather, paper, pulp and sugar 
industries. 
 The waste of these industries is being shed in 
these rivers. 
 Due to this, the level of pollution is rising in 
the river. 
 
IMBAX-2017 
 During November 20-25, 2017, the first Indo-
Myanmar Bilateral Military Exercise ‘IMBAX’ 
-2017 was conducted at Umroi, 30km away 
from Meghalaya capital’s Shillong. 
 This was the first bilateral military exercise 
between the two countries under the United 
Nations Peacekeeping Operations (UNPKO). 
 The exercise aimed to train the Myanmar 
delegation for participation in the United 
Nations Peacekeeping Operations under the 
United Nations Flag. 

 Significantly, the Indian Army has a lot of 
experience in participating in UN peacekeeping 
operations. 
 This military exercise was organized under 
the initiative of the Red Horns Division of the 
Army. 
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ASSOCIATIONS & 
ORGANIZATIONS 

 
Anti-jihad Forces 
 On December 9th, 2017, the United Nations 
Security Council unanimously approved the 
proposal of new Anti-Jihad Force (G-5) for the 
help and assistance for equipment and campaign 
to United Nations peacekeepers campaign in 
Mali. 
 G-5 Sahel, the UN mission in Mali will 
facilitate medical clearance, fuel, water, ration 
and engineering units. 
 This mission has about 10,000 peace envoys. 
 G-5 force started its first operation in Sahel 
last month. 
 
Wasenar Arrangement 
 On December 7th, 2017, India became a 
member of the multilateral arms export control 
group ‘Wassenaar Arrangement’ (WA). 
 Process for India’s membership will be 
completed by the group soon. 
 It is notable that the twenty-third WA Plenary 
meeting, chaired by Ambassador Jean-Louis 
Falconi of France, was held in Vienna on 6th-
7th December 2017. 
 Its aim is to control the export of 
conventional weapons and dual-use items and 
technology. 
 This led to increase in India’s commitment to 
nuclear non-proliferation. 
 With this decision, India’s claim in nuclear 
supplier group and Australia group became 
stronger. 
 Significantly, India is already a member of 
the Missile Technology Control Regime 
(M.T.C.R.). 
 
India re-elected as Member of 
International Maritime Council 
 On December 1st, 2017 India has been re-
elected to the Council of the International 
Maritime Organization [IMO] under Category 
“B”. 

 The selection was made at the 30th session of 
the Assembly of the IMO held in London. 
 Germany got the highest vote (146) in the 
elections and with 144 votes India remained at 
second place. 
 In Categories “A” and “B” there are 10 
members each and in Category “C” 20 
members, who are elected by the IMO 
Assembly. 
 Category (B) 10 States with the largest 
interest in international seaborne trade are 
Australia, Brazil, Canada, France, Germany, 
India, Netherlands, Spain, Sweden, United Arab 
Emirates. 
 Category C consist those 20 States who have 
not elected under (a) or (b) above, which have 
special interests in maritime transport or 
navigation. 
 It’s headquarter is in London. 
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LAW & JUSTICE 
 
Approval to New Consumer Protection 
Bill 
 On December 20th, 2017, Union Cabinet 
approved a new Consumer Protection Bill, 2017. 
 This new bill also provides for the creation of 
Central Consumer Protection Authority 
(CCPA). 
 Set up of CCPA is to implement the 
protection of consumer rights. 
 There is also provision for ban on misleading 
advertising by celebrities. 
 Bill also provides for production liability 
proceedings. 
 As an alternative dispute settlement system, 
there will also be provision for arbitration after 
the registration of the Mukrma in the Bill. 
 
Proposal of death penalty for 
perpetrators of rape 
 On November 26th, 2017, the Madhya 
Pradesh government on Sunday cleared a 
proposal to enact a law for awarding death 
sentence to those guilty of raping girls aged 12 
or below in the state. 
 Discussion on ‘Penal Law Amendment Bill 
2017’ was also in the meeting. 
 Apart from this, a proposal was also passed 
by the Cabinet to give death sentence to the 
culprits in the gang rape cases. 
 The state government also approved the 
proposal for amendment in the Penal Code for 
fines and penalties for rape convicts and 
punishment. 
 Once cleared by the assembly, the bill will be 
sent to the Centre which will send it to the 
President for his approval. 
 The National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) 
data for 2015, released in August last 
year, showed that Madhya Pradesh reported 
highest number of rape cases (4,391) in the 
country. 
 According to the NCRB data for 2014, the 
state reported 5,076 rape cases, which was 14 
per cent of the total rape incidents reported in 
the country 

 In 2013, 4,335 rape cases were reported in the 
state as against 3,425 in 2012. 
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YEAR, DAY & WEEK 
 

Armed Forces Flag Day 
 Armed Forces Flag Day is celebrated on 7th 
December every year across the country. 
 On 7th December, 2017 this day was 
celebrated.  
 It is notable that it is being celebrated every 
year since December 7th, 1949 to commemorate 
the sacrifice of brave soldiers who protect the 
borders of the country. 
 This day is celebrated for the welfare of the 
families of the soldiers martyred during serving 
country. 
 On this day, the money collected from the 
purchase of the flag is spent in the welfare of the 
martyrs’ dependents. 
 
International Civil Aviation Day 
 On December 7th, 2017, ‘International Civil 
Aviation Day’ was celebrated worldwide. 
 In the year 2017, the theme of this day is – 
“Working Together to Ensure No Country is 
Left Behind”. 
 The purpose of this day is to make people 
aware about aviation and to understand the role 
of economic development of this region. 
 It is remarkable that the United Nations 
General Assembly announced the anniversary of 
this day on December 7, 1996, through a 
resolution in 1996. 
 It is significant that this day was established 
by the International Aviation Organization 
(ICAO) in the year 1994. 
 This day was established on the occasion of 
the anniversary of the establishment of ICAO, 
50 years. 
 Significantly, ICAO is an agency of the 
United Nations, which regulates the principles 
and techniques of international air-operation and 
the development plans of the international air 
traffic. 
 The main goal of this work is to help ensure 
that SARP implementation is better harmonized 
globally so that all States have access to the 
significant socio-economic benefits of safe and 

reliable air transport and can address safety, 
security and emissions-related issues. 
 It was founded on April 4th, 1947. 
 Its headquarters is in Montreal, Canada 
 
Universal Health Coverage Day 
 On November 12th 2017, ‘Universal Health 
Coverage Day’ was celebrated across the world. 
 The purpose of celebrating this day is to 
attract attention to providing affordable, quality 
health care to everybody anywhere in the world. 
 The United Nations Sustainable Development 
Goals that all UN Member States have agreed to 
try to achieve Universal Health Coverage by 
2030. 
 
Human Rights Day 
 On December 10, 2017, ‘Human Rights Day’ 
was celebrated across the world. 
 In the year 2017, the slogan of this day was 
“Let’s Standup for Equality, Justice and Human 
dignity”. 
 It is notable that in the year 1950, the UN 
General Assembly announced for celebrating 
this day annually on December 10. 
 It is significant that on December 10, 1948, 
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights was 
accepted by the United Nations General 
Assembly. 
 National Human Rights Commission has been 
constituted under the Human Rights Act, 1993 
to protect human rights in India. 
 At present, Justice H.L. Dattu is the Chairman 
of the National Human Rights Commission. 
 This year the UN General Assembly 
announced a one-year campaign to celebrate the 
70th Anniversary of the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights. This campaign will run from 
December 10, 2017, to the upcoming 70th 
Anniversary of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights till December 10th, 2018. 
 
International Anti Corruption Day 
 On December 9th, 2017, International Anti-
Corruption Day was celebrated across the world. 
 In the year 2017, the main theme of this day 
was “United against corruption for development, 
peace and security”. 
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 It is to be noted that on October 31st, 2003, 
the UN General Assembly had announced to 
celebrate this day on 9th December every year. 
 It is aimed at spreading awareness about 
corruption and its eradication worldwide. 
 
International Day of Persons with 
Disabilities 
 On December 3rd, every year ‘International 
Day of Persons with Disabilities is celebrated 
across the world. 
 § The main theme of this day for year 2017 is 
“Transformation towards sustainable and 
resilient society for all”. 
 The purpose of this day is to work for the 
rights of Divyang’s people to understand and 
empower them. 
 According to the United Nations, today, the 
world population is over 7 billion people and 
more than one billion people, or approximately 
15 per cent of the world’s population, live with 
some form of disability. 
 Out of these, 80 per cent live in developing 
countries. 
 The annual observance of the International 
Day of Disabled Persons was proclaimed in 
1992, by the United Nations General Assembly 
resolution 47/3. 
 
World AIDS Day 
 On December 1, 2017, World Aids Day was 
celebrated all over the world. 
 The theme of this day for 2017 is ‘My health 
is my right’. 
 It is remarkable that the first World AIDS 
Day was celebrated on December 1, 1988. 
 It is known that AIDS: Acquired Immuno 
Defficiency Syndrom is a Syndrome that is 
caused by HIV viral infection. 
 As a result of this infection, the natural 
resistance to the person’s disease is defeated, 
and man suffers from various diseases. 
 According to World Health Organization in 
2016, 36.7 million people worldwide were 
infected with HIV. 
 At present about 21 lakh people are infected 
with HIV AIDS in India. 

 HIV AIDS is a global health challenge, 
targeted to end by 2030. 
 
World Soil Day 
 World Soil Day is celebrated on December 5, 
every year across the world. 
 In the year 2017, its theme is: ‘Caring for the 
Planet Starts from the Ground’. 
 On this occasion, the Prime Minister of India, 
Narendra Modi, called for ‘regular health’, 
‘green field’ for regular testing of soil from 
farmers. 
 33% of the entire world’s soil has already 
been Infertile or degraded. 
 Notable that 95 percent of our food comes 
from the soil. 
 At present, food of 815 million people is 
unsafe and 2 billion people are naturally 
insecure, but we can reduce it through soil. 
 The objective of this day is to increase 
awareness among the people towards soil health 
and the contribution of soil in life. 
 The FAO Conference, in June 2013, 
unanimously endorsed World Soil Day and 
requested official adoption at the 68th UN 
General Assembly. 
 In December 2013, the 68th UN General 
Assembly declared 5th of December as the 
World Soil Day. 
 Since 2012, the FAO-GSP has been 
organizing celebration events of this important 
day. 
 
Indian Navy Day 
 On 4th December, 2017, ‘Indian Navy Day’ 
was celebrated across the country. 
 This day is celebrated in memory of the 
victory of the Indian Navy upon Pakistani Navy 
in the 1971 war. 
 It is known that on December 4, 1971, the 
Indian Navy completely destroyed the Karachi 
Harbor under the ‘Operation Trident’. 
 In the operation, the Indian Navy first time 
used the anti-ship missile. 
 Operation Python ‘was launched immediately 
after this operation. 
 In which the Pakistan Navy suffered a great 
loss. 
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 A day before Navy Day this year, Navy had 
organized ‘Beating Retreat’ in front of the 
‘Gateway of India’ in Mumbai. 
 
International Day for the Abolition of 
Slavery 
 On December 2, 2017, ‘International Day for 
the Abolition of Slavery’ was observed all over 
the world. 
 It is notable that on December 2, 1949, the 
United Nations General Assembly accepted the 
United Nations Convention to end the 
exploitation of trafficking and prostitution of 
individuals. 
 It is to be known that the first ‘International 
Slavery Elimination Day’ was celebrated on 
December 2, 1986. 
 The aim of celebrating this day is to eradicate 
the forced recruitment of children for the use of 
enslaved forms of slavery like trafficking of 
persons, sexual exploitation, worst practices of 
child labor, forced marriage, brotherhood 
sanitation, and armed struggle. 
 It is worth mentioning that more than 150 
million children worldwide are related to child 
labor. 1 child in every 10 children worldwide is 
child labor. 
 Approximately 40.3 million people are 
afflicted with modern slavery, in which 24.9 
million people are suffering from forced labor 
and 15.4 million from forced marriages. 
 5.4 out of every 1000 people in the world are 
suffering from modern slavery. 
 Out of the 4 victims of modern slavery 
includes one child. 
 In November 2016, the International Labor 
Organization (ILO) had implemented a new 
protocol to empower global efforts to end the 
bonded labor. 
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MISCELLANEOUS 
 

India-Myanmar-Thailand Motor Rally 
 On December 3rd, 2017 the second India-
Myanmar-Thailand Friendship Motor Rally–
IMT 2 successfully completed its first leg from 
Guwahati to Bangkok. 
 from Guwahati on 25th November, 2017. 
 Total 50 participants including five women, 
in 20 SUV vehicles participated in the Rally. 
 It made night halts in Kohima and Imphal 
before being flagged off by Mr. Tharadol 
Thongruang, Minister Counsellor (Commercial) 
of Thailand, for the border town of Moreh. 
 After a hassle free and smooth facilitation at 
the Land Border Crossing on the Indian side of 
the Moreh Tamu border, the rally proceeded 
towards Myanmar. 
 In Myanmar the rally passed through Kalay, 
Bagan, Mandalay, Yangon and Mawlamyine. 
 The rally then crossed over to Thailand at the 
Mae Sot Border on 2ndDecember and reached 
Bangkok on 3rd December, via the old capital 
Sukhothai. 
 The IMT-2 motor rally has been organised by 
Kalinga Motor Sports Club in collaboration with 
the team Mahindra Adventure. 
 

Removal of ban on movie theaters 
 On December 11, 2017, the government of 
Saudi Arabia announced the removal of ban 
from movie theaters. 
 Movie theaters will open to the general 
people in this country after 35 years. 
 According to Saudi Arabia’s Culture and 
Information Minister, the theaters will be 
licensed to run the film in the next 90 days. 
 Cinema Houses should take care of the Sharia 
laws and the moral values of the country in film 
production. 
 It is known that Saudi Arabia is undergoing 
an economic overhaul under Vision 2030 and is 
taking some key steps to bring Saudi Arabia as a 
liberal economy in front of the world and to 
reduce its reliance on oil over the next decade. 
 Women were also given the right to drive for 
the first time in this line. 
 

Diego Maradona unveils statue 
 On December 10th, 2017, Argentina’s 
legendary soccer player Diego Maradona came 
to India.  
 He unveiled his statue in Kolkata. 
 During this visit, Maradona also played 
cricket match with Cricket icon Saurav Ganguly 
in Baroda’s ‘Diego Vs. Dada’ exhibition match. 
 
Word of the Year (2017) declared by 
Oxford Dictionary 
 On December 15th, 2017, the Oxford 
Dictionary declared the word ‘Youthquake’ as 
the world of the year 2017. 
 This word was first coined in the 1960s by 
Vogue magazine editor Diana Vreeland. 
 She used it to describe a sudden change in 
fashion, music and behavior. 
 According to the Oxford Dictionary, a recent 
resurgence has been observed in the use of this 
word, which describes the formation of a carrier 
of political, cultural, and social change by the 
youth. 
 During the year 2017, the term ‘Youthquake’ 
had increased five times in daily colloquial 
usage. 
 UK (United Kingdom) during its general 
election, its use as a narrator of the impact of 
youth of the country prominently increased. 
 ‘Word of the Year’ is selected from 
newspapers, books, blocks and transcripts of 
transcription English. 
 Which has been remained a very interesting 
year throughout the year as an expression. 
 Last year (2016) the term ‘post truth’ was 
chosen after the ‘Breakthat vote’ and the US 
presidential election. 
 
Year of Sport 
 On December 6th, 2017, Union Sports and 
Youth Affairs Minister Rajyavardhan Singh 
Rathore announced to celebrate the year 2018 as 
“Year of Sport in India”. 
 A quiz will also be organized to awaken 
interest in sports among people under the ‘Khelo 
Bharat’ campaign this year. 
 In the next 3 years 10 sports excellence 
centers will be set up in the country. 
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 At the same time, during the press conference 
on December 10, the Sports and Youth Minister 
also announced the full financial support to 
Hockey India for the upcoming three important 
events- Commonwealth Games, Asian Games 
and the World Cup. 
 
Nobel Prize Series to be organized in 
February 2018 
 On November 3rd, 2017, the Department of 
Biotechnology, Ministry of Science and 
Technology, Government of India and the Nobel 
Media (Sweden) signed a tripartite agreement to 
organize the Nobel Prize Series-India, 2018 to 
be held in February 2018. 
 It will be held in Goa during 1st-28th 
February, 2018. 
 Its main theme is’ Science Impacts life’. 
 The objective of this event is to attract people 
towards pure science rather than technology. 
 The Nobel Prize Series-India 2018 will also 
hold exhibitions, brought from the Nobel 
Museum, Sweden, for one month. 
 The first edition of the Nobel Prize Series in 
India was held in January, 2017 in Gujarat. 

 

*** 

 


